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12th Annual New England
Connecticut Volkswagen Association 

VOLKS-MEET
Westbrook Elks Club
Westbrook, CT
*New Date*
Sept. 25, 2016
9:00 - 2:00

12th Annual New England
Connecticut Volkswagen Association 

VOLKS-MEET
Westbrook Elks Club
Westbrook, CT
*New Date*
Sept. 25, 2016
9:00 - 2:00

www.ctvwa.org
A portion of  the proceeds will go to support 

the American Warrior Foundation.  www.americanwarrior.us

Time: Gates open at 9am, awards by 2pm (show held RAIN or SHINE)
Admission: $10 for show cars, passengers and spectators FREE!

Vendor Spaces: $20 for swap space

For Directions, Accomodations & off site camping details contact  
Bill Arute at bill@ctvwa.org, 860.396.9964, Chris Fox at chris@ctvwa.ort  

or go to our website www.ctvwa.org
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The President’s Forum Michael Epstein

Well, here it is, summer. Getting hot here in the Midwest 
as it usually does, but not bad this year considering. Just 
had our local car show in the Kansas City area last week 
and the weather was perfect! But, I missed my very good 
friend that I have seen for the last 22 years and that was 
Howard Query our past President, didn’t seem the same 
without him. Interesting how it changed how I approached 
talking to people and how they talked to me this year as 
well. As it is here, the car show season is in full swing 
and in some areas, it never stopped. Hope you have the 
opportunity to get in at least one show this year.

I have to tell you how good it feels to have two issues 
out this year, on time and thank you all for all the wonder 
compliments we’ve been receiving, it takes a team of 
dedicated volunteers to get this done and we have a great 
group once again. 

Let me now welcome our new Membership Coordinator, 
Jim Howland from Mclean, VA. Jim comes with a long 
time background of doing just this kind of thing and 
being involved with cars club for many years and loves 
his Volkswagens. Has couple of vintage VWs right now 
he’s working on, we welcome him with open arms as this 
is really a big job for just one person or two people to do 
like it was for Howard and Kimberly. Mike Klem our new 
VP has been doing such a great job I really don’t have to 
worry about what’s being said or done on our Facebook 
page and when he gets questions from new or potentially 
new members he’s taking care of business, and a big thank 
you goes out to all of our volunteers. I really couldn’t 
get anywhere without Kimberly of course who does the 
VintageVoice and our new website, I hope you all have had 
a chance to check it out, it is a work in progress and always 
will be because we have big plans for it. Heinz Schneider 
our Club Historian has just surpassed the 20 year mark 
as the Club Historian, congratulations Heinz and thank 
you for all the wonderful insight into the history of the 
Volkswagen.

I would like to see our website become the place for 
people to seek out information about the history of  
vintage Volkswagen and look for tech articles and see 
photos and old brochures and dealer ads etc here, yes, like  
thesamba.com, but better! It takes time to accumulate that 
material. Anyone interested in sharing their vintage ads 
and or materials should contact either Kim or myself with 
the items in high resolution photos of 300 dpi or greater. 

On another high note, when I ask for people to send in 
material, I can almost hear a lot of you saying to yourself, 

they’re asking us again, yep, but what I didn’t expect and 
what I got was a great outpouring of material from people 
and you know that makes us all really happy around here. 
You know, if every member would take the time to write 
a one page story with even one photo and send it in, we 
would have enough material for the next 3-4 years at least, 
that isn’t asking that much from you all. Whether you 
think you can write or not, or whether you think you would 
feel embarrassed to do so, is silly, if you’re proud of your 
VW and or it’s in a parade or it’s used for local function, 
take a few shots and write a short story and share it, you’d 
be surprised how many people want to hear about it. You 
people restoring your car, let us know what you’re doing, 
keep a journal and photos and write it up.

I want to touch on some subjects that we never seem to go 
over.

New member ads. Did you know that every member can 
put up to two ads in every issue, one for sale and one 
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wanted ad, it’s free! Just try to keep reasonable in length. 
We’re going to drop all the restrictions to see if generates 
more people using the VintageVoice to try to sell some of 
their items and ask for the ones they can’t find, it’s come to 
our attention with so many word restrictions that it may be 
turning people off from using their benefits. 

Newsletter timing. We try to ship the newsletter at the 
same time each and every other month, so your Jan/Feb 
issue gets sent out at the end of February and so on and 
so forth. I didn’t make this up, but it’s working. We’re 
not like a big magazine that sends you your Jan/Feb 
issue in December the previous year. So please keep that 
in mind if you’re a chapter of the VVWCA and want to 
advertise your show, which is a free benefit to you, you 
must let us know months in advance or it won’t get in the 
VintageVoice in time.

Each person has been given a unique membership number 
and as in the past, we will start putting it on your mailing 
label again if the printed doesn’t have issues with space on 
the label. You can at this time find your expiration date on 
the upper right hand corner of your mailing label, for those 
of you who only get the E-Edition, we will think of a way 
to help you remember your expiration date, but it is up to 
you to make sure you keep us to date so you don’t miss 
an issue of the VintageVoice and if you do, contact us and 
we’ll always be able to let you know when you last paid 
your dues, you can contact Jim at membership@vvwca.
com. We’ve decided to kick the membership cards to the 
curb. Howard hadn’t sent out any in the last few years and 
there really isn’t a benefit of having them like it used to 
be when places like Wolfsburg West gave discounts to our 
members which meant we had to share your information 
with them in order for them to know if you were actually a 
paid up member. Now if you should need any kind of proof 
for insurance reasons etc. we would be more than happy to 
mail you some form of proof of membership, just ask.

We had talked about going digital only in the future, but 
I’ve rethought that over and I feel that maybe that’s a big 
mistake, I think people like to get the printed version of 
the VintageVoice and I know a lot of you collect things like 
that, just like I do, so we’re safe for now.

When you join the VVWCA, your benefits start 
immediately with your welcome e-mail which will have 
the link to the latest newsletter that’s out which contains 
the password for that 2 month period. That will allow you 
access to our Members Only area of the website so you 
can read the newest Vintage Voice as well as past issues 
and order club regalia at a 10% discount, but if you don’t 
go through the proper channels, you won’t receive your 
10% off, so look closely as to how you’re doing it and it 

you’re having issues contact Mike or myself. Mike Klem 
can be reached at vp@vvwca.com and I can be reached at 
president@vvwca.com.
State Representatives. I would love to see volunteers from 
each and every state and country of the world join our club 
and represent the VVWCA but that’s probably not going 
to happen, over night anyway. In order to be a state or 
country rep, you must first be a member of the VVWCA 
in good standing, in other words, not past due on your 
membership dues. Please contact me again at president@
vvwca.com if you’re interested in becoming one, just look 
in our web page to see if there is or isn’t one in your area. 

Chapter of the Vintage Volkswagen Club of America. 
This is by far the most important role we seem to play 
as a national car club. We provide an insurance policy of 
1,000,000 dollars comprehensive coverage for any chapter 
for any outing or show you have for a whole year for the 
price of $225.00 a year if paid by May 1 of each year, 
after that the price goes up to $295.00, this is a steal, Most 
insurance companies want almost $1,000 for a one time 
use policy for a show which can make or break the club 
putting the show on, plus, the chapter gets 6 free online 
E-Edition memberships and can earn up to $100.00 back 
just for turning in articles about the activities they do 
during the year. For starts, the big show that most chapters 
have once a year if covered and sent in is worth $30.00 
alone. You can do whatever you want with 6 memberships, 
sell them, auction, raffle them or give them to members, 
it’s up to you, they’re worth $12.00 @. There are rules for 
the chapter to follow and the president of the chapter has to 
be a member of the VVWCA in good standing once again. 
Any questions about chapters should also be directed to 
the president@vvwca.com. 

Advertisers. I have sent a letter to each one of our 
advertisers at the beginning of the year to explain what 
happened to Howard last year and to see what they wanted 
to do and I guess their silence tells me how they feel, so 
this newsletter as you see will be very different in that it 
only has 2 ads and a full page ad for a wonderful restore 
project taken on by the German Car Club of Kansas (see 
back cover). 

Well, that about covers it for me this month, I’m exhausted 
from typing, so until July/August issue. n

Keep on Truckin’
Mike Epstein

P.S. Please visit our Facebook page and chime in with 
everyone and put up a photo of your pride and joy!
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What got you started in the VW hobby? 
I have been into the old car hobby judging and showing 
cars for nearly 20 years and although I have been fortunate 
to own some nice cars over the years, I choose VWs 
because of how nice VW people are and that I can do a lot 
of the work on the cars myself…and I am always learning!

What year was your first Volkswagen?
A 1971 “tintop” Westfalia that I still own. It looks similar 
to the one my aunt and uncle owned when I was young 
back in the mid 1970s. Ironically when I was 16 and had 
saved up enough money cutting grass to buy my first car, 
my father and I looked at a Beetle but he didn’t want to 
show me how to drive stick so I never did get that car!

What VWs do you currently own?
A 1971 Westfalia Bus named “Mathilda,” a 1960 Beetle 
De Lux with 39K documented miles in Indigo Blue named 
“Janis” and a 1970 Dune Buggy named “Max.” My wife 
and I show all three of them.

What are you favorite VW years/models?
I like most VWs but my favorites are the older stock air 
cooled vehicles. I really respect that everybody loves the 
VW that they have parked in their garage. The ratrod/
hoodride VWs have really grown on me over the years. 

What VW would you like to own if could have any 
ever built?
My dream would be a 23 window Samba Bus but my next 
goal is to own a pre 70 Karmann Ghia. I will have to sell 
my 2007 Harley Ultra Classic motorcycle to make that 
happen but it would be worth it and our VW collection 
would be complete. 

 What other hobbies do you enjoy besides VWs?
I am a national AACA car show judge and I love judging 
all types of cars at shows. I just “retired” from 10 years of 
teaching motorcycle classes on weekends for the State of 
Ohio and Harley Davidson. I enjoy antiquing with my wife 
and fishing with my daughter. We like pistol shooting at 
the range too. I also collect just about anything to do with 
VWs and have a decent toy VW collection too. 

What would be your best VW day ever?
I would love to see our VW culture embrace a national 
judging standard for VWs. If we had that and I was able to 
help Judge a national VW show like one of our VVWCA 
shows or a Bug-In show. Judging VWs for hours at a large 

national VW show would be a dream VW day for me.

Do you know of or have ever owned a copy of John 
Muir’s Idiot Book?
I collect VW books and have approximately 125 VW 
books and that includes a couple new and old John Muir’s 
Idiot books.
What is your pet peeve that people do to their cars?
I prefer original stock cars as I believe a car is only Mike and family

Sixteen Questions for our new VP 

Mike Klem
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original once but I also believe in a “big tent” inclusive 
VW club philosophy and I accept that we all have different 
opinions on our cars and I am cool with that. If you 
ever look at old VW magazines, trends come and go but 
original stock cars are always popular.

What is the most treasured VW part, book, magazine 
or toy?
A book I just recently added to my collection that is 
based off a 1943 war time tear down of a VW Type 82 
Kubelwagen. They only made less than 30 copies of the 
book and we are not sure how many are still in existence 
today. The gentleman who did the work is currently 94 
years old and he sold me his personal copy of the book. He 
went on to be the Chief Designer for Austin Healey. To me 
the book is priceless and should go into a library someday. 

What do you like best about the hobby?
Overall VW people are the nicest people in the car hobby. 
For the most part people are really happy to help out new 
VW people in the hobby. VW hobbyists are the best at 
helping a fellow VW hobbyist when broken down on the 
side of the road.

What do you like least about the hobby?
The few VW hobbyists that have a bad attitude. I see this 

with our Facebook club site on occasion as well as other 
national sites. It is ridiculous and just not necessary. I 
love my job as a moderator for our Facebook page but 
unfortunately I get to see the “dark side” of our hobby 
more than most people do.

What concerns do you have for the VW hobby?
Making sure that clubs like ours survive in the future. 
People think that Facebook clubs and internet sites are the 
“end all be all” for the VW hobbyists and I don’t see that 
to be true. I believe what has happened on the internet over 
the years is an important tool for clubs like ours. I believe 
as long as we do it right out club should be around for at 
least another 40 years as long as we can add value to our 
members.

What one comment that people make concerning the 
hobby or your car(s) disturbs you most? Why don’t 
you drive them more? 
We are all in the hobby for different reasons and I think we 
should be more inclusive in why we all love the VW hobby. 
I love detailing my cars as much if not more than driving 
them. I would like people to respect that as much as I 
respect people who have classic VWs that drive them daily. 
We all share a passion for the VW hobby in our own way. 

What advice would you have for someone first entering 
the hobby?
Buy the best vehicle you can afford and then learn all you 
can about your vehicle and learn at least the very basics of 
vehicle maintenance.

What is it that you enjoy most when driving your air 
cooled VW?
When we stop to get gas or something to eat and everyone 
wants to talk to you and take pictures with your vehicle. It 
is just amazing.  People don’t do that when we drive our 
regular daily drivers. n
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The Common Gear Antique Volkswagen Society is 
happy to announce this year’s “Heroes of Antique 
Volkswagening” honorees. We are very pleased to 
recognize this year two people who, in different ways, 
are carrying on the spirit of the old, original Volkswagen, 
each really making a positive difference within the old-
VW hobby world.

The “Heroes” award program was originated in 1999 to 
help recognize those United States-based people within 
the antique Volkswagen hobby world who have especially 
given of themselves to help other hobbyists, often with 
little to no personal gain or attention (we realize that 
people around the world do great things in our hobby, 
but this program recognizes people specifically in our 
United States old-VW hobby). The inaugural recipient 
in ’99 was talented Michigan-based antique VW restorer 
Dave Crompton. There were two recipients for Y2K: 
Pennsylvania’s tireless antique VW hobby advocate Jim 
Siegfried, and New Hampshire’s intrepid antique VW 
road warrior Bill Collins. The three 2001 honorees were 
California’s “world class” enthusiast/author/entrepreneur 
Rich Kimball, Connecticut’s unsung long-time workhorse 
event organizer Chuck Pisconski, and Missouri’s super-
enthusiastic event participant/organizer/”do-er” Bill 
Bowman. Our two honorees for 2002 were Michigan’s 
“positive guiding light” Bob Case, and California’s 
amazing Golden Gate Chapter (VVWCA) head man Rick 
Spohn. In 2003 we gave a much-deserved spotlight to 
that long-unsung, low-key, behind-the-scenes “doer,” 
Nebraska’s Matt Joy. 2004 saw recognition of Wisconsin-
based master-restorer of drivable classic VWs Connie 
Holcomb, and California’s long-time vintage VW 
hobby enthusiast/organizer/promoter Jan Peters. In 
2005 the “Heroes” spotlight shone on MA resident and 
dedicated vintage VW hobby leader Peter Cook, and 
Iowa’s “ironman” vintage VW behind-the-scenes-doer-
of-all-things Howard Query. In 2006, the “First Family 
of Air-Cooled VW Performance,” the groundbreaking 
and truly legendary Berg Family, from California, were 
most deservedly honored. In 2007, our honorees were 

Arizona’s “godfather” of VW toy, memorabilia, and 
goodwill Jerry Jess, and VW restoration parts pioneer 
Tony Moore of CA’s Wolfsburg West. For 2008, the 
extraordinary (and extraordinarily loved) couple from 
California, Erich and Wendy Kircher were recognized 
for their contributions to the hobby and to humanity. In 
2009, the AZ-based internet impresario Everett Barnes 
of “TheSamba” fame was honored for his significant 
contributions to advancing the state of the (old VW 
hobby) art. In 2010, “The Godfather of the Antique 
VW Hobby,” Terry Shuler from PA was honored with 
well-deserved “Hero” recognition. In 2011, the CVA’s 
Jeremy Clayton was recognized for his tireless decade 
of contributions to the Northeastern old-VW hobby. In 
2012, CA-based businessman/enthusiast Scott Dempster, 
and the “mega-enthusiast duo” Mark Merrill and Ray 
Schubert, also from CA, were recognized for all their 
generous and significant contributions to the hobby. In 
2013, two tireless behind-the-scenes workers within the 
hobby who “make good things happen” in truly selfless 
ways were honored, Brian O’Kelly from CA and Tom 
Janiszewski from Illinois. The state of New York is home 
to our two 2014 honorees, Bob LaPorte the expert “hobby 
angel” to so many of his fellow enthusiasts, and Chris 
Vallone who has truly raised the bar in the field of antique 
VW restoration with his “Classic VW Bugs” company. 

HEROES OF ANTIQUE  
VOLKSWAGENING AWARD 

 
For the Year 2016
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Another New Yorker was our 2015 honoree, the super-
enthusiast, historian, and friend to so many, Roland Metz.

This year’s “Heroes” honorees are Michael Epstein 
of Kansas and Tim Scheller of Rhode Island. A very 
long time member of, worker and driving force for, 
and also volunteer officer of the Vintage VW Club of 
America, Michael Epstein found himself faced with a 
very difficult situation this past year, with the passing 
of former VVWCA jack-of-all-trades Howard Query 
(himself a 2005 recipient of this award). Michael 
soldiered on through with the task of tracking down 
all of the details of what Howard did, and laboriously 
reviving & reconnecting everything again, so that 
the Vintage VW Club of America could live on. The 
VVWCA, and the world of Vintage Volkswagen 
enthusiasm in general, thank Michael for his amazing 
dedication and perseverance... Tim Scheller is a super-
talented auto restorer who has dedicated his life to 
producing world-class automobiles, be they air-cooled 
Volkswagens (his specialty), Shelby Mustangs, or any 
number of other types and styles of automobiles—Tim 
treats them all to his extremely high level of excellence, 
with no corners ever cut. Tim has battled through some 
extraordinary odds to start and build his RI-based 
business, “401 Restos,” over the years, and along the 
way he also gives of his time to support his fellow 
enthusiasts and enthusiast events (including lending his 
“star power” to the “Time Machines 2011” antique car 
extravaganza in Guilford, CT, when antique VWs were 
the featured marque, and broke previous featured marque 
participation numbers). Tim is a hero and friend to all 
those who treasure and want nothing but the best for their 
old Volkswagen.

The official public announcement of this year’s honorees, 
as it has always been, is timed to coincide with Michigan 
Vintage Volkswagen Club’s “29th Annual Vintage 
Volkswagen Festival,” May 22nd, 2016, at Ypsilanti, MI. 
The MVVC Festival has traditionally been the venue for 
the announcement of the annual “Heroes” honorees, ever 
since noted MI-based restorer Dave Crompton received 
the inaugural honor in a ceremonial presentation at the 
1999 event. The Common Gear Antique Volkswagen 
Society wishes to thank all those who participated in 
this year’s “Heroes” award process, including this year’s 
esteemed nominators: Kimberly van Mourik, Heinz 
Schneider, Lois Grace, Bill Arute, Rich Bonsall, Fred 
Stedtler, Andy Borst, and Jeremy Clayton. We also thank 
Lynn Anderson for her ongoing spirit and support for this 
program. n

Moving? 
Don’t move without telling us! We don’t want 
you to miss a single issue of the Vintage Voice 
and get left behind wondering what happened 
to my membership. 

Please send your change of address and e-mail 
to: Jim Howland, Membership Coordinator, 
P.O. Box 119, Mclean, VA 22101, or e-mail 
Jim at membership@vvwca.com. 

You may order past issues for as long as they 
last for $2.00 including postage, we don’t keep 
many and they don’t last long, so don’t miss 
your copy of the VintageVoice! E-mail presi-
dent@vvwca.com to see if they’re available 
first, we’ll work out the rest. Thank you for 
making our job a little easier.
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Letters

Headlights Left On

Hi, 
Reading Brent St. Louis’ article in the Jan/Feb issue 
where he left the headlights on during the day reminded 
me of a circuit I built years ago after doing the same with 
my old truck. Unfortunately, I was 16 miles from home 
and required a jump.

The circuit shown is one I intend to use on my VWs as I 
get them running, using a relay and a buzzer. The buzzer 
will sound when the lights are on and the ignition is off. 
For the truck, I connected to the dash light circuit instead 
of the tail light fuse, as the tail light fuse is before the 
switch and the buzzer would be sounding continuously. 
I purchased the original components (relay–DPDT and 
buzzer) from Radio Shack, but unfortunately, I believe 
the company has closed its Las Cruces store. Another 
source must be found. Only one side of the relay is 
utilized, the component voltage requirements will depend 
on the electrical system in the vehicle.

Bruce Galloway
Las Cruces, NM
bgalloway@zianet.com

It’s Been Awhile

Howard will be missed. I use to talk to from time to 
time. We have traded and sold parts and accessories to 
each other over the years. Yes he will be missed. Now 
that Mike is behind the wheel I’m sure knowing Mike, 
we will have a great club rolling once again. Just got my 
new newsletter today. I really missed that sucker. I’ve 
been a member for so long, it like part of the family. 
Considering I’ve been collecting parts and accessories 
for over 50 years, I must admit the pile has grown. As 
of Dec 2014, my daughter now does the e-mails, my son 

Mark in Arizona does eBay and my son Albert does the 
vending at shows and Pamona. I do the shipping. So as 
you can see, we are all in it together. I still don’t have a 
computer and don’t want one, the phones drives me crazy 
enough. Also my fax machine blew up, so after 40 years 
it’s strickly the phone.

Thank you,  
Phil “HotDog” Weiner
Miami, Florida

My Promise to My Wife
 
Dear Michael,
Many years ago my wife and I were members, many 
changes have taken place during those years, and I 
recently became a member once again.
 
In 1972 my fiance purchased a new VW Super Beetle, 
her first car and yellow of course. We married in 1975 
and this car had already made an “auto train” trip to 
Florida then was used locally to commute to work in N.J. 
It eventually became a third car and used only in good 
weather.

My wife passed away in 1995 (age 46) and asked me to 
never sell the car. I’ve kept that promise and still drive 
it weekends,etc. With only 31,000 original miles,the 
only parts replaced was the muffler and four tires,due to 
cracking (dry rot). With the exception of a few shopping 
cart dings, (they are a magnet) paint is all original and it 
turns heads wherever I go.

It will soon reside in a heated garage at our home in 
Maine. I know of only one other VW in the area so I 
know it will attract a lot of attention and still rides and 
performs as only a VW could.

I hope that this story is interesting enough to make it into 
one of your columns in the near future. Let’s keep that 
VintageVoice publication going !

Best regards, 
John M. Miller
jmmkezar@gmail.com

Send your letters, comments, and suggestions to 
president@vvwca.com.
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The Historian’s Corner Heinz Schneider

PAINTING THE 
VOLKSWAGEN
 
Part One 
 
A partially personal story, with 
probably more info about paint 
than anyone cares to know! 
 
Before I started to write about 
Volkswagen’s history, I owned 
a body repair and paint shop 
in southern California with 15 
employees for twenty years in 
southern California specializing 
in the repair of Volkswagens, 
Porsches and Audis. Before 
that I was asked by VW to 
assist Volkswagen dealers in 
Mexico with their body and 
paint operations for five years. 
Even before that I had managed 
a body shop in southern 
California. My real productive 
life, however started out as an 
apprentice automotive painter 
at the Volkswagen distributor in 
Frankfurt, Germany. 

Anyone familiar with how a car dealership is organized 
and operated knows that the owner comes first and is 
usually the president or general manager. Next in line 
are the office manager and the sales manager. After that 
comes the service manager. Very few times does a service 
manager become a general manager; it usually is the 
sales manager or office manager who is promoted to that 
position. Office personnel and salesmen occupy a high 
position in the hierarchy of a dealership. The mechanics, 
or technicians as they are called today, are at a lower 
level. At an even lower level are the body technicians, and 
even below them, at the very bottom of the totem pole, are 
the automotive painters. Management hardly ever comes 
around to see the paint and bodywork departments. These 
departments are usually far removed from the public eye. 
Painters are a special breed of people. On one hand they 
are being looked down on, while on the other hand they 
usually are better paid. They used to plaster their work 
area with pictures of naked women out of Playboy and 
had an affinity for alcoholic drinks. I know, because I was 
one of them. 

I remember one day, the birthday of one of the painters, 
as a fellow painter and I were carrying a case of beer from 
the dealership’s cantina across the premises, the owner 
observed us. From that day on we could not buy the beer 
by the case anymore. The result was not less drinking, but 
more walking back and forth, wasting valuable productive 
time. Needless to say that during my life as a painter I 
must have painted hundreds of cars, maybe thousands, 
and almost all were Beetles and Porsches. 
While visiting to advise and help dealers in Mexico to 
operate their body repair facilities more efficiently, I 
always made it a point to visit and talk to the individual 
workers in the back, and asked the owners, or at least the 
managers, to accompany me in an attempt to raise the 
workers’ status and get some recognition for them.   

Obviously, because of my background, anything having 
to do with Volkswagen and paint gets my interest. During 
some recent research about the Volkswagen history, I 
came across a test report made during the forties by the 
Experimental Department of the Humber Car Company 

A staged picture taken of me in 1954 a 
pretending to paint a front of a Beetle.
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of Great Britain. The report was 
about the Volkswagen in general 
and about its paint in particular. 
It made special mention of the 
poor paint quality. One of the 
British soldiers, Colonel Bryce 
who was in charge of quality 
control for a short time at 
Wolfsburg in 1946, mentioned 
the bad paint in his reports too. 
He claimed that just ordinary 
rain caused a lot of damage to 
the paint, and that after a heavy 
snowfall the paint would just 
melt away from the cars sitting 
outside. Another claim of his 
was that rain would on occasion 
change the color of the cars. For 
instance, that green cars would 
turn into blue ones. All of this 
may be a little bit exaggerated, 
but it is true; early Volkswagens 
were poorly finished indeed. It 
obviously did not help that because of severe shortages 
after the war, Volkswagen had to use whatever paint was 
available. Another problem was that the factory paint 
shop, its facilities and tools, and especially its dipping 
tanks, which were designed and built to be the most 
modern ones, using the most advanced techniques in the 
world, were in an area of the factory that was completely 
destroyed. The rust protection of these early cars was so 
poor that according to some reports, early Volkswagens 
would start to rust before they even left the factory. I am 
of the opinion that the decrepit looking cars of those early 
days were a big factor in so many of the victorious allies 
turning down the opportunity to take Volkswagen as war 
booty. They just could not imagine what a well-painted 
Volkswagen would look like. 

Starting out my Volkswagen life as an automotive 
painter apprentice I was exposed to all of the many 
paint problems. We were 21 painters working at the VW 
distributorship I mentioned. Needing that many painters 
may give you, the reader, some idea about the shop and 
the quality of the paint. Most Volkswagens needed to 
be repainted about every two to three years, if not more 
often. That is why all the reports by the British about the 
bad paint, as I mentioned before, were justified. Writing 
about it does remind me of those days.  

To become a journeyman painter in Germany took three 
years of apprenticeship, meaning you actually had to 
work for a company that employed a master painter. It 
also required you to go to trade school once a week for a 
full day for all of the three years, where one got to know 
a lot about the theory of paint and of painting, perhaps 
more than necessary. One learned, for instance, about 
pigments, binders, reducers, thinners, etc. Another detail 
I have learned was that before July 20, 1920 all cars were 
hand painted by brush with a slow-drying turpentine-
based varnish, the same as had been used for many 
years on horse-drawn buggies. It was in July of 1920 
that, quite by accident, a chemist at DuPont discovered 
a way to put color pigments into a nitrocellulose binder 
for painting cars. This new material, dissolved in very 
volatile thinner, could be sprayed on, which speeded up 
the painting process considerably, and in addition, it dried 
almost instantly. Instead of having to wait about two 
weeks for the varnish-type paint to harden completely, 
cars could be worked on almost immediately after having 
been painted. An important breakthrough, it allowed 
Henry Ford to greatly increase production of his Model 
T. The only drawback was the fact that at first, it was 
difficult to make nitrocellulose based paint in other colors 
but black. Thus the famous quote: “Any color you want 
as long as it’s black.” n 

to be continued

This photo was not staged and shows 
me preparing a Porsche to be painted.   
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The Volkswagen Library Heinz Schneider

Volkswagen Books Published in German 
 
There are many books about Volkswagen’s history, about 
the car and its corporate organization available only in 
German. Just in case there are some VVWCA members 
who are familiar with the German language and who would 
like to know about them, I am going to mention some I 
consider to be the most interesting. I will list them in order 
of what I consider their importance.

1. “The Volkswagen Factory and its 
Workers during the Third Reich” ISBN-
3-43016785-X. This book, published 
in 1997, was requested and financed 
by Volkswagen under the leadership of 
its then CEO, Carl Hahn. At that time 
Volkswagen had come under scrutiny 
because some of the forced laborers, 
abused at the VW plant during the war 
years, were asking for compensation. 

To get a clearer and detailed picture of what had actually 
transpired, Carl Hahn asked two well-known German 
historians to investigate and publish a book about their 
findings. This well-documented, 1053 page book covers 
mostly the events during the war years. However the time 
before the war, the political situation and the struggle to 
develop the car and build the factory is also well covered, 
and so is the time immediately after the war covering the 
American and British occupation. Originally this book 
was to be translated into English; however after Porsche’s 
grandson, Ferdinand Piëch, was in charge of VW, he 
stopped all efforts to translate with these words: “To whom 
is all of this is of any benefit?” Apparently he did not like 
that his father Anton Piëch and his grandfather Ferdinand 
Porsche were implicated in some controversial dealings 
with the head of the SS about concentration camp laborers 
used at the factory. It also lists some of the financial 
shenanigans used to greatly benefit the Porsche/Piëch 
families. I consider this the best and most accurate book 
on just about every aspect of the Volkswagen history up to 
about 1947 and will review it separately in the future 

2. The very first book dealing with VW was published 
in 1949, and called as translated: “A little Car on a Big 
Trip”. ISBN 3-7688-1321-1. This book, because of its 
excellent black-and-white pictures is worth its price for 
those alone. Most of the black-and-white pictures cover 
the manufacturing process of the car. I have mentioned 
this book before because at a VW literature show a few 
years ago I almost paid $200.00 for an original edition. 
Fortunately a reprint became available in 2001 and I 

acquired it for less than 10% of what I almost paid earlier. 
3.  A book by Lothar Boschen published in 1983 
comprehensively covers all Volkswagen models from 
1934 to 1982, meaning it also covers the cars with water 
cooled engines. Its translated name is: “The Great Book 
of Volkswagen Types”. ISBN3-87943-799-8. When in the 
past I had sent inquiries for clarification of some details 
to Volkswagen in Germany, they told me to look for the 
answers in this book. At other times they referred me to 
a series of books by Rüdiger Etzold. Etzold’s books have 
all been translated into English and are widely available. 
Etzold’s books do cover only Beetles; it explains in great 
detail all of the year-by-year mechanical and appearance 
changes the Beetle underwent until about 1997. I have 
noticed that there are a number of books published since, 
in different languages, which seem to have copied many 
details originally appearing in Etzold’s informative books.   

4. Recently books were published by no other than the 
previously mentioned archivist and head of the Volkswagen 
Museum, Dr. Bernd Wiersch. Being right at the source he 
provides some info and details I had not been aware of. 
A very comprehensive top quality 336 page book, first 
published in 2005, “Beetle Chronicles, The Story of an 
Auto Legend” ISBN 978-3-76881695-3. Another one 
published by the same author in 2010, ISBN 978-3-7688-
3153--6 lists all models built by VW until 1974 including 
water-cooled ones. 

5.  The last book in German that I acquired in 2013 is a 
400 page book called the “Die Porsche Saga”. ISBN 978-
3-86995-014-3. The title should have been “The Porsche/
Piëch Saga because it covers pretty much these two 
families. It starts with the birth of Porsche in Bohemia, 
and leads up to the recent merger of the Volkswagen and 
Porsche Companies. It covers how these two families 
became enormously rich, starting with the request of Hitler 
to the German car manufacturers to pay Porsche to design 
an affordable car for the German people and to get it into 
production. Not an easy read but very informative. 

6. Just as was writing this, I received another recent very 
large book 12” x 10”, 220 pages, by the ex-archivist and 
director of the VW Museum, Bernd Wiersch. ISBN 978-
3-7688-3687-6. “Wie der Käfer laufen lernte” difficult to 
translate, here is my attempt “How the Beetle learnt to 
run”. Since he retired Wiersch has started to write a lot 
about VW history, I guess it must be very lucrative. So far 
it is available only in German, with many black and white 
large-format excellent pictures, all taken in 1953 inside the 
factory. n
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“This is not a car show, it is a big meet in the middle picnic” Brian 
O’Kelly shares with me at the Nojoqui Falls 13th annual Meet in 
The Middle Carshow. After O’Kelly started the Central Coast VW 
Club back in 2000, he decided to create a big event of his own. He 
originally held the small gathering up north but after a small turnout, 
the club decided to relocate the event farther south to provide more 
convenient access to the Southern California drivers. With the 
help of the local Central Coast VW enthusiasts and his wife Diana, 
O’Kelly came up with the centrally located Meet in the Middle. The 
newly relocated Meet in the Middle was first held, and is still held 
annually, at the Nojoqui Falls just outside of Buellton, California. 
While looking for names for the event, we decided that “Meet in the 
Middle” fit the part since he simply refers to it as, “A big meeting of 
car-loving people in the middle of California.”

This meet in the middle show has brought drivers and car 
lovers from all area codes of California. It intertwines Inland, 
Coastal, young, and old drivers who all share the love of the 
same manufacturer. The love is extended among families and 
friends through the large-picnic atmosphere of the car show. At 
this years show, this overwhelming love dominated the air even 
after an unfortunate death of one of the club’s local and long-time 
contributing members. Everybody knew Randy. He didn’t need a 
last name, everyone knew who you were talking about as soon as 
you said his name. Randy was a gracious member of the Central 
Coast VW Club and was nothing short of positively impactful.
Through the club’s recent hard time, a positive light managed to 
shine through the clouds at this years show and it was evident when 
Randy was still there in spirit. This positive light didn’t just bring 
smiles to the attendee’s faces but, specifically it brought a prominent 
one to Randy’s son Paige and Paige’s girlfriend, Christina. 
Surrounded by all of his friends and local VW Club members, Paige 
decided there was no better time to “pop” the question to his long 
time girlfriend, Christina.

From the start, Brian O’Kelly has had the intentions of connecting 
a large group of people who all share the same hobby. With 
the establishment of Meet in the Middle, it is easy to say, he 
accomplished that. n

Meet In Middle XIII
March 20, 2016 

Nojoqui Falls Park, Santa Barbara County

By Brian O’Kelly
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Gday Mates, 
First time by the computer in over a month, I’ll jot up some of 
the stories of the blue panel and the yellow 11 window. 

I heard about the blue panel van around 3 years ago, went and 
sussed out whether it was true, like many leads not expecting 
much at the end of the 1,200 kilomtre journey, but there it was 
1964 split panel in complete original condition, very little rust 
(lower nose only) dove blue, even had its front seat, only thing 
missing was a rear wheel. Tried to buy it back then for around 
the $5,000 mark, but old mate was a “gunna”. He had bought 
it when he was at university in 1971 for $1,000 and it had sat 
since 1984. I returned each year with a little better offer but to 
no prevail. Finally I’d had enough and went with a bag of cash, 
and was able to rescue the van, once it had a bath it came up a 
right treat, plug a battery in all lights and indicators works (even 
the interior lights). Engine however was seized. 

Buses 
Down 
Under
 
By Sam Hutchins
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Yellow 1955 is much the same story but a different state 
and 1,000 kilometres of Australian outback traveling in 
another direction. It had been sitting on the farm since 
1982. It was not as good and complete condition as the ‘64 
panel, but is obviously a rarer bus. 5 hours of negotiating 
and 10 beers each between myself and the farmer a deal 
was finally came too. The farmer was paid in cash and 
he was happy (I think he went and bought a new tractor 
the next day). It got to a point of negotiation where I was 

paying above market value but I wasn’t leaving without it 
on the back of my trailer. 

Both are now being restored by different VW enthusiasts in 
Australia. 

Follow aussiekombihunter on instagram for more of my 
VW rescues. n

HAVING TURN SIGNAL  
RELAY PROBLEMS?
Problem: The problem that I was having is that the relay 
for the turn signals would start clicking at a fast interval 
when the turn signals were not on. The turn signal lights 
were not actually coming on, and the signals acted 
normally when they were supposed to be on. This seemed 
to be temperature related. I checked this forum and people 
said to change the hazard switch out because that is where 
the relay is located. I swapped out the hazard switch and 
this did not solve my problem.

Hazard Switch replacement: Some people said to pry 
the button forward with a screw driver....this did not work 
for me. My car has the cup holder that pops out right 
under these buttons. The cup holder is easy to remove....
it has two metal tabs on the sides that you can push in 
with a small screw driver while you pull out the cup 
holder. Once the cup holder is out you can fit your hand in 
under the hazard light. Just push forward with some force 
and it will pop out. The hazard switch is $28 from the 
dealership.

Actual Fix: So after I replaced the hazard switch it didn’t 
fix my problem and I was bummed out. I dug through 
a bunch of posts and found three things to try. One was 
to replace the turn signal stalk on the steering wheel.....
this would be a PITA and expensive. It didn’t seem like 
this could be the problem because the turn signal lights 
weren’t actually coming on. Another person said they 
got to some wires in a distribution block under the dash 
under the steering wheel....and a plug was loose causing 
their problem. Another person said that when the dealer 
messed around with some wires or a harness/plug up by 
the headlights it fixed their problem. Well I looked under 
the steering wheel and didn’t see any easy way to get at 
anything, so I decided to try stuff up by the headlights 
first. On the passenger side the wires for the headlight are 
much easier to access. I wiggled all those wires around, 
and reseated a connecter. Got back in my car and voila....
no more clicking. It didn’t do it for a few days so I threw 
some contact cleaner on that connecter and it seems to be 
good.

I hope this helps somebody out if they are having the 
same problem. n
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It is a pleasant pass time thinking about old Volkswagens, 
and recalling when interest in them began and how 
favorites among all of them emerged. I’m 74 and my 
introduction to the beetle occurred in 1958 when I was a 
junior in high school and our next door neighbor brought 
a new one home. It was metallic gold with black interior 
and slotted trim rings on the wheels. I was a car nut for 
as long as I can remember and was immediately smitten 
by his car. My dad had strong opinions about the lack of 
safety in a small car and the damage that the gear shift 
lever could cause in an accident. One of his friends was 
apparently severely injured by just that. As a result there 
was no beetle in my life until I left home for college and 
eventual marriage. I bought my first VW, a 1960 Type 1, 
in 1962, subsequently owning a’59, a ‘66 several ‘67s and 
a ‘77 which incidentally was the last sedan imported into 
Michigan through the, then distributor, Import Motors in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

As time passes, everyone develops their favorite VW’s, I 
am no exception. My favorites are the 1967 Type 1’s and 
the early style Type 3 Notchbacks. I am blessed to own 
one of each and continually learn things which make them 
special to me.

As most folks know, the 1967 Beetle was a transition 
automobile which had numerous one year only 
characteristics including: unique front seats, 1500 cc 
engine, carb and rear bumper with backup lites. The cars 
also had wheels and hubcaps unique for ‘66 and ‘67. It was 
also the first year for 12 volt and new style head lamps. My 
current ‘67 has lead a charmed life. It left its’ first owner 
in San Francisco one day before the earthquake October 
1989. And it left its’ second owner to come to me 2 days 
before the giant California wildfire that covered Highway 
15 southeast of Bakersfield in 2015.

Passing Time With My VWs By Peter Dykema
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Interestingly, tools for the car were contained in a pouch 
rather than the traditional vinyl roll. My beetle is a deluxe 
model with a sunroof and pop-out quarter windows.  
Photo shows the tool pouch for the ‘67 and the roll for  
the notchback.

My notchback is perhaps a bit more unusual. It is a 1968 
model purchased new in Germany by a career army officer 
and shipped to Wisconsin as a gift for his wife. Several 
items about the car make it unique. It has an early style 
body and bumpers with little backup lights like a ‘67 beetle. 
Its’ engine is a 1600 cc with twin Solex carbs, IRS and 12 
volt electric. The carbs have alpine adjusters for mountain 
driving (see photo) and a Borg Warner designed 3 speed 
automatic transmission. Like my beetle, the notchback is a 
deluxe model with sunroof and pop-out quarter windows. 
The car matches exactly with a VW German factory 
brochure I have showing a deluxe ivory ‘68 notchback with 
slotted beauty rings on the wheels (see photo of the car).

At my age, progress working on the cars proceeds at a 
slower rate than when I was 50. But the fun is still there, 
as is the love for all things Volkswagen. Working on the 
cars and a steady diet of reading disclose new discoveries 
most every day. To me, we can be most grateful to have the 
VVWCA organization and the fine folks who publish the 

VintageVoice and foster good communication and activities 
among members.

My wife and I are blessed to live about 3 miles from the 
Gilmore Car Museum, one of the best museums of its 
type in the country, a must see for any car enthusiast and a 
perfect venue for a VW club get together. Their Air Cooled 
Show is June 18, 2016 and the All German Show, Deutsche 
Marques, is July 9, 2016.

Thank you for the opportunity to share. n
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Installing the push rod tubes in 
the proper location, and having 
them “crush” without kinking 
when torquing down the heads 
can be a recurring problem. This 
simple tool is the brain storm 
of Greg Rose (an electrician by 
trade) in Abilene Kansas. Made 
from four pieces of 14 to 16 inch 
long thin wall ½” conduit, they 
slip snugly into the push rod 
tube, and into the case. Be sure 
the welded seam on the push rod 
tube is approximately pointed up, 
and the ½” conduit is pushed in 
until stopped by the case. Add the 
head nuts, and torque normally. 
Leave all four tubes in place until 
the head is completely torqued 
down. The tubes stay aligned, and 
straight 100% of the time. n

Push Rod Tube Installation Made Easy
By Jim Schield, Naperville, IL
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By Jerry Spellman

Enough about the physics of our red 
’70 bus, let’s hear about some trip 
events. The car is “versatile, tough, 
capable, reliable, and beautiful! How 
could we complain…” 

Someone gave me the incredible book 
“How To Keep Your Volkswagen 

Alive” by John Muir. It had a subtitle “A Manual of Step by 
Step Procedures for the Compleat Idiot.” (One of my fellow 
teachers told me that “complete” spelled “compleat” meant 
it was really complete!) As I studied, reread, made notes, 
and used all the helps it provided, I learned a lot, gained 
confidence, and practiced how to do a lot of maintenance 
and fix a lot problems. How could we complain? 

As mentioned earlier, the bus got around in some Midwest 
and eastern states. On perhaps the first trip, in ’70, when 
seatbelts were not required as much, my wife, my folks, 
and all seven kids traveled to my birth town Baltimore, 
visiting relatives and polishing up my accent. On a slight 
mountain upward incline the motor seemed to be lacking 

zip, I thought the engine was failing. I kind of panicked, 
until I realized I was in too high a gear. (Not too many hills 
in Chicagoland!) How could we complain?

On another trip, coming home from Baltimore, in ’84, the 
steering wheel lost centering. With a stop in PA, off the 
turnpike, I discovered the metal mount adjoining the wheel 
arms at the axle beam was torn and twisted. We went to a 
hardware store, picked up some bolts, were able to reform 
the joint, and moved on for home. Later on my wife and I 
replaced the beam with a used one from California. That 
beam is still there! How could we complain?

One of our trips, in’93, was east through Niagara Falls, 
a New York VW club show at Tonawanda, and visit in 
Boston, the starter failed, which is not a big deal. We 
parked on inclines enough to allow push starts. In Boston 
we went to a local shop, got a Bosch starter, paid the 
core charge. We parked the rear wheel up on a curb in a 
shopping center, changed the starter, returned the core, got 
the fee back, and the clerks wanted to hire me, saying I was 
so quick and not like their workers. HA, HA! Those Boston 
guys! How could we complain? 

Rides In A Red ’70 VW Bus–Again
Stateline Volksfolks 
Vintage Picnic 2012
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Buses by the ArchBuses by the Arch

2004
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One time when we were in Omaha, in ’97, at a car show, as we backed into 
our assigned display space, the rear gear locked the wheels stopping us with 
a screech and jerk and panicking those around us. The forward gears worked 
correctly, but the reverse froze the car when the clutch was let out. Not 
knowing what was wrong, we made sure to park with forward open at any 
stops so we could move and get home. At home later, we replaced the trans 
with one I had removed from a ’68 donor bus that I had dismantled. I still 
have the removed trans in the basement and not yet examined. How could we 
complain? 

We did a “Buses by the Arch” show one year when the Mississippi flooded. 
Part of the doings that year was to see how many buses could fit on the ferry 
that crosses the Illinois River in that area. We participated with split window 
(slightly smaller) and bay window buses, loaded inches apart, side by side, 
front and back, and a record setting number was reached. Sorry to say I have 
lost that number! This was not a fix up item, but an interesting feat. How 
could we complain?

We enjoy the car and believe it to be the best car anyone ever bought. It is 
versatile, tough, capable, and beautiful! How could we complain, so many 
things were doable, so few major fixes! n

200,000 miles!

Buses by the Arch on the ferry

VW Fest
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KUBEL KORPS
 
FICTION BY Terry Shuler
Reprinted from April 1992 Newsletter

It was a sweltering summer campaign and General Rommel 
and his army were trying to conquer North Africa. A renegade 
group of eight German soldiers had grown tired and leery of 
the German war effort and decided to take their leave of the 
Afrika Korps branch of the German Army. So as a group, they 
arranged safe secret passage via an old freighter.

As the “Desert fox” Rommel was playing his war games 
over the sand dunes in his favorite transportation, the VW 
Kubelwagen, this group under the command of Herr Randy 
Smith, made their way northward to the seaport of Tunis. 
Since they were quite mobile, what with each of them driving 
their own VW Kubelwagen, they had no trouble what so ever. 
Each member of the group had secretly stowed away a cache 
of repair parts which would enable each man to keep his 
Kubel running, no matter what the problem; from simple tune-
ups through complete engine rebuilds.

After a long three weeks sea passage, they landed In South 
America and disembarked. Since their vehicles were well 
made and they kept them in top condition by keeping them 
tuned up and repaired, the renegade bunch made their way 
northward. They encountered few problems as they journeyed 
through Central America and Mexico. The greatest obstacles 
they faced, were extremely horrid road condition. Since the 
great Pan-American Highway was years in the future, they 
journeyed on what, at times, was little more than a path 
for people and their animals. They finally crossed the little 
watched Rio Grande river border into the United States.

Once they were safely into the U.S., they bid each other 
farewell. But they vowed then and there to keep in touch 
wherever they found sanctuary. So it was, since each of them 
had friends and relatives who had immigrated years before 
to the U.S., that they were able to find their friends and 
relationships and start a new life. It took many years, but each 
of the original renegade “eight” was able to adjust and make 
a good living in their respectful occupations. Since they had 
been such good comrades during their German army careers, 
they stayed in touch and planned a reunion for 1991.

The site selected was deep in the woods on the western edge 
of the state of Ohio. All of the renegades had not set eyes on 
each other since their escape in 1945 and were quite eager to 
re-unite and share their experiences in their adopted country. 
As the date arrived, each member made plans to travel to 
make good their vows to gather together for old time sakes.
Herr Smith was the first to arrive in his 1944 Kubelwagen, as 
he had made arrangements for the secluded wooded reunion 

site. Soon after, the rest of the group arrived one by one. It 
was the most dramatic seen you’d ever wish to observe. Not 
only did each of the renegades arrive on time..........but also 
each of them arrived in their own Kubelwagens that they had 
kept running and repaired for all these years.

Here was Herr Crompton and his sons Davy and Alien, who 
came all the way down from Michigan with their 1945 Kubel. 
They had the most Interesting accessory, a German bicycle 
that mounted on the rear of their vehicle. It had probably 
served as a parts chaser if the Kubelwagen broke down, or 
perhaps acted as a tow vehicle, should the Kubelwagen ever 
got stuck in a rut. Next to arrive was Herr Weiss, who had 
settled In Perry, Ohio in his tan Kubelwagen. Then came Herr 
Dr. Mac Jones in his beige Kubelwagen. Herr Jones had made 
the long journey all the way from Memphis, Tennessee. Herr 
Wigginton drove in from Terre Haute, Indiana in his grey 
1943 Kubelwagen. Then Herr McGinnis from Vienna, West 
Virginia, could be seen coming through the dark woods in 
his 1944 Tan Kubelwagen. Rounding out the original eight 
was Herr Noonan, who drove his 1943 Kubelwagen up from 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

It was a picture to behold. As no one would have ever 
believed that each and everyone of the renegade ‘eight’ had 
kept his vehicle for all these years. Some of them were still 
in great shape. While others certainly were in dire need of 
general restoration due to their constant use. But come they 
had to the reunion, and they shared their past war experiences 
over and over again by the light of the camp fire.

Each of the eight members had made a good life for 
themselves and their families, and had become model citizens 
in their new country. It was also amazing, that a number of 
the group had kept their old uniforms and much of their army 
related war issue supplies.

Since they were deeply secluded in the woods, they decided 
it was the perfect place to reenact their wartime escape. But 
they were no sand dunes to be seen, but that didn’t matter 
to this group. They fired up their antique Kubelwagens and 
caravanned throughout the wooded dirt roads that zigzagged 
around their encampment.
It was a thrill for each of them, as their old leader Herr Smith 
lead them deep into the woods, up and round and through 
deep ruts which their vehicles lived to drive through.

The weekend reunion passed much too quickly for the eight 
renegades. But they vowed to do this each and every year in 
the future. Thus, it was, they each bid farewell and tears of joy 
flowed. But they would reunite, this splinter renegade group 
of eight.

They had endured a harrowing escape and they had each made 
a good life. n
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EARLY VW PINS
By Terry Shuler

Four years of intensive work was brought to light on May 
26,1938, for the people of Germany. It was near the little 
known town of Fallersleben that a huge assembly of German 
dignitaries and guests had gathered to witness the laying of 
the cornerstone that was to signal a new future for the citizens 
of Germany.

Ever since 1934 when Ferdinand Porsche had been hired to 
deliver an economical car for the people, the man in charge, 
Adolf Hitler and the remainder of the German hierarchy 
had been awaiting this day. Evolution of the so-called 
Volkswagen, or People’s Car, had started out as a pair of 
experimental cars designated the VI and the V2. The success 
of these two designs guaranteed further financing for the next 
generation of prototypes, the V3 series. Most of my life I had 
assumed that the “V destination for these prototypes stood for 
‘Volkswagen’, but I was wrong. During a conversation I had 
with Herbert Kaes, a first cousin to Dr. Ferry Porsche, he told 
me that the “V stood for the German work ‘Versuch” which 
translates as experimental.

This V3 series consisted of three sedans whose durability 
was tested for over 30,000 miles. Once again they succeeded 
beyond expectations and the next step was readied.

The VW30 series consisted of 30 prototypes, the bodies 
of which were assembled by the Damiler-Benz factory in 
Stuttgart, Germany. It would seem that the Porsche staff now 
assumed that the new cars would be called Volkswagens, thus 
the new destination “VW’ before the number “30” for this 
series. Once again, extensive testing was scheduled and SS 
troops were employed to insure that secrecy was kept. After 
millions of test miles, a further series of Volkswagens was 
assembled. This time the number assigned was V303. This 
seems to mean they were a continuance of the VW30 series, 
but this time only three were constructed. Interestingly, some 
of the changes in this series were the result of a trip Professor 
Porsche made to the U.S. It seems he noted that the trend in 
cars in the U.S. had changed from having rear hinged doors 
(suicide style) to front hinged style. He telegraphed back to 
his staff to immediately change the design on the V303 series. 
The ultimate destination for these three Volkswagens was the 
gayly decorated field near the town of Fallersleben. It was 
there that the cars sat with covers to keep them hidden from 
view by the spectators until Hitler deemed it time to present 
them during his speech.
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The vast majority of those in attendance on May 26, 1938, were 
in German Army uniforms and represented the Nazi ruling class 
that was in charge of the country at that time. Speeches were 
given and the three Volkswagens were uncovered. It’s interesting 
to note that the three Volkswagens consisted of a sedan, a sunroof 
and a convertible. Soon thereafter, it was made known that the 
convertible version would not be an option for the general public 
to purchase via the famous stamp savers booklets due to the high 
cost of producing this model. The cornerstone was laid and then 
Hitler announced that the three cars before him would be known 
as KdF Wagens, or “Strength Through Joy” cars. To say the least, 
this came as somewhat of a shock to Professor Porsche and his 
staff who were in attendance. For, all along, everyone associated 
with the project had expected the car to be named People’s Car 
or Volkswagen as we know it today. Dr. Ferry Porsche, son 
of Ferdinand Porsche, remembered this occasion vividly in a 
conversation I had with him December, 1992. Dr. Porsche said 
‘You see, over this you can have a story. We have always in mind 
that the Volkswagen is a Volkswagen. And at the cornerstone 
laying. Hitler said in his speech, ‘and I say that’s the KdF Wagen. 
And we are not happy, because we think, who understands what 
he means. What’s KdF? But it was an order! It was an order from 
Hitler. And we say it is crazy!”

One of the few people not in uniform at the cornerstone laying 
was Professor Porsche himself. If you can locate a photo of the 
cornerstone laying that shows Porsche, look closely at the lapel 
on his coat. You will notice a pin that depicts a three quarter front 
view of the new KdF Wagen. Rising above the car is the official 
logo of the party of Germany, the swastika, surrounded by a 
cog wheel which represented the German labor union - known 
as the D.A.F, or Deutsche Arbeitsfront (German Labor Front). 
Written below all this are the words “Grundsteinlegung des 
Volkswagenwerkes Mai 1938’ which translates as “Cornerstone 
Laying for the Volkswagen Factory, May 1938.” It was at this 
occasion that thousands of these pins were given out to those who 
made the journey to attend the ceremony. (Figure 1a,b,&c)

This pin was also used, in varied form with numbers replacing the 
text, as an employee badge for the new factory. In the example 
shown, the first number, “60” represents the section the worker 
was assigned to; and the adjacent number “851” is the actual 
number assigned to an individual worker. (Figure 2a,b&c). A 
color bar at the bottom of the pin also signified whether the 
employee was management or vocational. Since the official 
“VW” logo for the new KdF Wagen and car manufacturer was 
not yet finalized, the swastika continued to rise above the car on 
the workers pin. (Figure 3a,b &c).

Another pin was handed out at the 1939 Berlin Auto Show. 
It was here, under the watchful eyes of the world automotive 
press, that the new KdF Wagen was first shown publicly. This 
pin once again depicted the KdF Wagen, but this time it was in a 
streamlined form. Rising behind the KdF Wagen is the swastika, 
and surrounding all this is the cog wheel. It seems the pins were 

4a

4b

4c



VVWCA.com 27 May/June 2016

made of molded plastic in four colors: white, red, silver, and gold. 
The text on the pin is ‘Mit KdF Sur Int.-Autoausstellung, Berlin 
1939’. This translates to ‘With KdF at the International Auto 
Show, Berlin 1939’. (Figure 4a,b,&c). 

Early in 1939 the official Volkswagen logo became the initials 
‘VW1, with the V being placed above the “W1. This was still 
surrounded by a cog wheel and was encompassed inside what’s 
known as a stylized or swirling swastika, which of course 
represented the political party in power under Hitler.
Along with the official logo came a new worker’s badge. This 
time it was completely round and featured a stamped number 
in the center, with a “V above the number and a -W” below the 
number. All of this was enclosed by the cog wheel and stylized 
swastika once again. It’s interesting to note that the V and “W” 
are very small to permit each letter to be completely visible 
above and below the worker’s badge number that is stamped in 
the center of the pin. The department the worker reported to was 
the first group of numbers on the badge, as in ‘552’ on the badge 
shown. And the number ‘050’ identified the individual employee. 
To further identify the employee’s position, the outer rim was 
painted in various colors. Blue represented a wage earner, while 
a wider rim indicated the worker was a salary employee; and if 
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Classifieds
COST: Members receive 2 free classified ads. Limit of two per issue. Non-
members: $10.00. Each ad will appear in two issues of the VintageVoice.

PHOTOGRAPHS: 1 photo per advertisement please. Photos cannot be 
returned.

LIMITATIONS: Ads are published on a space available basis. Copy 
submissions must be typed or legibility hand written. ONLY VW parts, cars, 
toys or literature will be accepted. No cars for sale newer than 1991 can be 
accepted. VVWCA accepts no liability relating to the purchase of an advertised 
item.

ADVERTISING DEADLINE: All advertisements must be received prior to 
the 15th of the Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov for the following newsletter. 
SUBMIT YOUR AD TO: editor@vvwca.com

Wanted
VVWCA Newsletters for project. I would like to put together a chronological 
history of the VVWCA and the people who ran the club and when and major 
changes in the looks of the newsletter compared to other major changes in VW 
itself, a big project. I am missing: May, June, 1976, May, July, August, 1979, 
March 1984, and Jan., Feb., Mar., May, June, 1988. 11 issues in all, if anyone can 
help I would be willing to pay your postage and handling. Contact: Mike Epstein.  
president@vvwca.com  or  913-831-6225. Thanks so much.

Cars for sale
1956 VW convertible Shetland gray, 26k original miles, same owner since 
1977. Documented history, ten year professional, Restoration of solid car to OEM  
Specs. Museum quality, Details available 65k, Ecmccausland @comcast.net

1961 Karmann Ghia convertible, Rust-free documented, example with 
Stayfast top by Chuck’s (original patterns, bows by M&T,), Pacific Blue 
with light green leatherette interior and square weave carpet as original , VW 
brochures included. 35K , Ecmccausland @comcast. net

1966 Volkswagen Beetle, Total restoration to showroom condition. Rare  
color combination of Pearl White exterior with Pigalle Red interior.  One owner 
vehicle prior to restoration, purchased at Barrett/Jackson Las Vegas Auction. 
This California Black Plate vehicle is currently inspected and registered 
in Pennsylvania. Asking price $ 18,500. Call Bob at 717-263-5390, email 
penguins@pa.net

Parts, etC. for sale
Vintage Voice past issues by the year. 1988 complete 12 issues, 1989 
complete 12 issues, 1990 complete 12 issues, 1991 complete 12 issues, 1992 
missing April, 11 issues, 1993 missing Dec, 10 issues., 1994-complete 10 
issues, 1995 complete 12 issues, 1996 complete 12 issues, 1997 complete 
12 issues, 1998 missing October, 11 issues, 1999 complete 12 issues, 2000 
complete 12 issues, 2001 complete 12 issues, 2002 complete 12 issues, 2003 
complete 12 issues, 2004 complete 12 issues, 2005 complete 7 issues, 2006 
missing Nov/Dec, 5 issues, 2007 missing Mar/Apr , 5 issues, 2008 missing 
Mar/Apr,  5 issues, 2009 missing Sept/Oct,  5 issues, 2010 complete 6 issues, 
2011 complete 6 issues, 2012 complete 6 issues, tear in upper front page 
of one issue, 2013 complete6 issues, 2014/2015 includes Jan-Aug 2014 & 
Jan-Apr 2015 6 issues. All are in used condition but are very good. Cost:  5 
issue package $8.0 postage, 6 issue package $9.50, 7 issue package $10.50. 
10 issue package $13.50, 11 issue package $14.50, 12 issue package $16.00 
postage paid Media Mail. Please contact president@vvwca.com, Mike 
Epstein.

16” Tool Box (Split), Fully Restored, NOS Tools & Updated Screwdrivers, 
Condition 9.5  $6,500.00; 16” Split Tool Box inside cover decal, 1-10 “10”, 
$24.95, Fox Craft Fender Skirts, Fully Restored, in Black, $1,975.00, 15” 
Tool Boxes Fully Restored NOS Tools w/Updated Screwdrivers, Condition 
9.5, $1,550.00, Hazet Tourister, $1,650.00, NOS Shoe Shine Kit in Beautiful 
Case, Condition 10, VW, $350.00, NOS VW Travel Case Condition 10 VW, 
in Black, $350.00, I.D. Stamps, Front Windshield Bottom Right Corner, 
(1950-1975) Beautiful Club Members $10.00, Dimmer Switch Covers with 
VW, Condition 10, Rubber, $35.00. All items Plus Shipping! Contact: Phil 
Weiner, 305-552-0982, Miami, FL. 

the badge had an oak leaf border, the employee was 
management. (Figure. 5a).
The employee badge was attached to clothing with 
a safety pin on the back. These soon broke off and 
the worker then drilled a hole through the badge and 
bolted it to his metal framed employee ID pass which 
contained a photo, name, birth date and name of the 
department in which the employee worked. These 
metal passes were stamped with the same number 
as on the badge. (Figure 6a&b). Here are two other 
varieties on the I.D. badge. (Figure 5b&c).

A local fair was held in the Hannover area in 1939. 
On the Gautag pin issued for the event is shown 
a KdF Wagen. There was also a steamship that 
represented vacations KdF participants could enjoy. A local 
memorial to the deceased is also pictured. Even though 
this pin was not issued by the Volkswagen factory, it is still 
deemed collectable by the VW crowd due to the KdF Wagen 
depiction. (Figure 7a&b). 

For you collectors, yes, these pins/badges do turn up for sale 
from time to time. You might find them at VW swap meets, or 
even at a large gun show. But buyer beware; most of the pins 

have been duplicated through the years and it is difficult to 
distinguish the original from the fake.

My warmest thanks to Bill Rauskolb, Paul Springob and 
Roland Metz, three fellow VW enthusiasts, for their input 
which made this article possible.

Drive and enjoy your VW daily...with love! n
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Once, there was a brief, strange period in America when 
young people didn’t seen to care about cars. We were too busy 
rebelling. What were hippies rebelling aginast? Everything, 
I guess…haircuts, hygiene, mom and dad, the war in Veit 
Nam, “ssing-a-Long With Mitch,” social injustice, waking up 
before noon, DDT, getting a job. The countercoulture was well 
named: ifit was part of American culture, count us out.

The rebellion included automobiles . . . 

We were forever saying “what a trip” but showed little interest 
in the four-wheeled way to go on one. This despite previously 
being a generation of obsessive car fans. Show a Baby Boomer 
two square feet of sheet metal from any car manufactured 
between the time he was six and the time he smoked his first 
joint and he—and many a she—will tell you the make, model, 
year and, often, the horsepower. Furthermore, the sensation 
seeking, sexual indulgence, rootlessness and revolt of the 
counterculture were formed by the automobile. The bohemian/
beatnik/hippie ethos begins with the “Ford baby” flapper, 
conceived in the back seat of a Model T, goes On the Road 
with Jack Kerouac, and winds up in a paisley VW Microbus 
delivering the flowers in my hair, and me, to San Francisco in 
the Summer of Love.

The truth is, of course, that we hippies did like cars—as kids 
wanting to get away from mom and dad and waking up before 
noon always will. But we liked cars our parents wouldn’t be 
seen dead in. And thanks to the hodgepodge genius of the 
pre-1970s automobile industry, we found some great cars that 
filled the bill. It was a bill we could pay on our “spare change?” 
budgets. As flipped out as we were, we managed to pick cars 
that, nearly 50 years later, remain worth owning—although 
maybe without the house paint applied with four-inch brushes.

The most popular counterculture choice was, in a way, the 
most peculiar. Long before the flower children were born, an 
evil dictator commissioned a little rattletrap for his fanatical 
adherents and somehow the Nazi People’s Car became the 
power-to-the-people car. The Volkswagen Beetle went from 
Führer to Führer-out. The price was groovy—$1,639 new in 
1967. And by then some 10 million Beetles had been built, 
mostly with interchangeable parts. In theory, I could get a 
Volkswagen for free by putting together things that had fallen 
off other Volkswagens.

But not many things did fall off. This, as much as price, was 
the appeal. Dr. Ferdinand Porsche’s “Folk-Wagon” was a 
case of on-the-ball oddball design. The Beetle was a sturdy 

item—a good thing for 
its spacey owners, whose 
idea of maintenance was 
to convince the crankcase 
to achieve inner peace 
through Transcendental 
Meditation. But even total 
flakes supposedly could, 
and sometimes did, repair 
a Volkswagen. To remove 
a Volkswagen motor, get 
under the car and lower 
the engine block onto your 
stomach. This was one way 
to get rid of hippies.

The base 1.5-liter ’67 Beetle had only 53 horsepower 
and wasn’t as tiny as the sneering squares claimed. But it 
didn’t feel underpowered, at least not when the driver was 
supercharged. In those days our minds were blown rather 
than our engines. And driving a Beetle was a high. The gears 
were so compliant and the clutch was so light that groupies 
on mescaline could be taught to stick shift. Handling was 
right on—though not necessarily right on the pavement. As 
in a Corvair or Porsche 356, cornering was full of over steer 
emergencies. But in the Beetle these were emergencies that 
happened at 25 mph, the kind you could deal with when 
you were high. We “heads” did not, by the way, consider the 
Beetle cute. We didn’t go to see “the Love Bug.” We weren’t 
that stoned. We thought the VW looked practical, useful, 
purposeful. Why this was attractive to a bunch of impractical, 
useless people riding around in Beetles for no purpose, I 
forget. Maybe it kept the Yin and Yang in cosmic balance.

An entire generation rebelled against mom, apple pie and often, the family Chevrolet
 

CARS OF THE COUNTERCULTURE
By P.J. O’Rourke (Borrowed from the Golden Gate Chapters Newsletter)
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We did have a purpose when we were riding around in the 
Beetle’s Microbus cousin—to pick up as many hitchhikers as 
possible. Sooner or later one of them was bound to have some 
dope. There was almost no limit to the number of hippies you 
could pack into a Microbus. Whoa, who’s driving this thing?

Not that anyone would want to. The Microbus really was 
underpowered. The handling was the same as what we’d 
encounter years later, in the cars made by our sons for the 
Cub Scout Pinewood Derby. And the forward control driving 
position put a rectangle of split windshield in your face, 
giving an eerie TV-screen effect to oncoming traffic, like it 
was being staged. “And though she feels as if she’s in a play/
She is anyway…”

My mind seems to be wandering. Must be the acid flashbacks. 
But what makes the first-generation VW Type 2 Microbus still 
cool today is that it was pure, clean and logical. Volkswagen 
engineers looked at the passenger vehicle as it had existed for 
half a century and decided to go with the box it came in. A 
brilliant stroke of industrial design, never mind that it led to 
the minivan. Shut up, kids, Daddy’s having a flashback.

the offbeat beauty of the Microbus shows a forgotten side to 
the counterculture: Hippies had interesting taste in design.

And never more so than during our love-in with the Volvo 
544. Of course it was from Sweden, a country with socialism 
and nude volleyball, so we would have been into Volvos no 
matter what. But the Volvo PV 544 brought peace and love to 
car styling—a ceasefire in the 20th century automotive design 
war between old-fashioned exposed contraption and upto-date 
encapsulated mechanism. The traditional styling cues were all 
there in the 544, showing location of passengers, whereabouts 
of wheels, the place the engine goes and what the radiator 
does. Yet the look was futuristic. The result was a crunchy, 
organic, hand-weave kind of modern technology, perfect for 
the half-Luddite, half-space cadet sensibility of the 1960s.

Ford had done something very similar with its 1942 models, 
few of which were built due to WWII being such a bummer. 
There’s a grease pit legend that Volvo bought the ’42 Ford 
machine tools and shrank them. Can you dig it?

The 544’s ’42 Ford aura is a fake-out anyway. Get in touch with 
the 1965 544’s inner self and there’s a 1.8-liter ohv four with 
twin SU carburetors and five main bearings that lets you push 
it well past its 6,500 rpm redline and stated 90 horsepower. 
The four-speed transmission is all synchromesh. Unibody 
construction meant a curb weight only a few hundred pounds 
heavier than the Beetle’s. The Volvo’s handling was sharing and 
caring but in a get-real way. It could roll most small sports cars 
into a spliff and smoke them. And it could whip a muscle car if 
you could lure the muscle-head onto a road with curves. But, 
being hippies, that wasn’t our scene. Usually.

What were the Swedes smoking? Another improbable way 
to give people in Jesus sandals a lead foot was the Saab 96. 

Everything about the Saab was whack-o. One of its pistons 
was missing. The oil went in the gas tank. The engine drove 
the wrong wheels. And the car looked like an airplane that 
had lost the bottom of its fuselage and its wings, which, 
since it was manufactured by Svenska Aeroplan Aktiebolaget 
(Swedish Airplane Ltd.), it was.

The three-cylinder, two-cycle engine, even in its 850-cc, 
triple-carburetor final reincarnation (good Swedish karma, 
man), produced only 60 hp, so the 96 wasn’t truly fast. It just 
went fast in places where nothing else could go fast. The 96 
dominated international rally championships, not to mention 
the dirt road up to the commune and the pea stone drive in 
front of the college dorm.

Most of us had never experienced front-wheel drive. Outta 
sight. Call it a Happening. Until we discovered throttle steer. 
Call it a tow truck. We liked the two-cycle engine because, 
with fewer cycles, it was saving the earth’s circularities, or 
something. And the Saab was great for bugging authority 
figures such as gas station attendants. “Give me a Dixie cup of 
gasoline and two teaspoons of Castrol.”

VWs, Volvos and Saabs showed imagination, but the ’60s 
were even more imaginative than that. What was needed to 
completely freak the establishment, your parents and your 
ad executive older brother—that sellout—was a day-glow-
slathered school bus packed with tie-dyed dropouts, a lot of 
blotter acid and some Hells Angels—like Ken Kesey had 
with his school bus. “Imagine no state troopers/I wonder if 
you can…”

Fortunately for everyone on America’s highways, we weren’t 
“together” enough to drive a bus. “Imagine parallel parking/
On LSD…” (Kesey’s school bus, by the way, was a 1939 
International Harvester named “Further” for which he paid 
$1,500 in 1964. Rip-off.)

The next most imaginative thing to do was to find a mellow 
hippie chick, a bandana-wearing dog named “Free” and an old 
pickup truck, and travel across America like in “Easy Rider,” 
except with a different last scene. None of us ever did it. One 
of the three elements was always missing. Sometimes it was 
the mellow hippie chick. Sometimes it was the dog. Usually it 
was the old pickup. I could never get it started.
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The hip pickup was a Ford from 1956 or before, though a 
Chevy, Dodge or Studebaker pickup from the same era was a 
blast, too. These trucks still had real truck styling, which is to 
say none. They were authentic. (Authenticity was considered 
very important among people who spent all their time 
pretending to be something other than white, middle-class 
Americans.)

The 1950s Ford was, in fact, a modern truck—or became one 
when equipped with the heater/defroster option. The base 
engine was a 226-cubic-inch pushrod inline six producing an 
adequate 115 horsepower. The bench seat was large enough 
to accommodate any size of mellow hippie chick. The travel 
across America would have been reasonably comfortable if 
the dog wasn’t too smelly. The reason it never happened was 
that, in those days, used pickup trucks had been used—to haul 
hay wagons, muck out barn stalls, take livestock to market 
and yank stumps. Nobody detailed a Ford pickup in 1956, or 
changed its oil, either.

So we weren’t in Ford trucks, and we usually weren’t in 
Saab 96s, Volvo 544s, Microbuses or even Beetles. Not 
many counterculture types had counterculture cars. Real 
hippie conveyance was mostly hand-me-down beater, or 
rusty bucket from the sad back row of the used car lot or 
borrowed from mom.

In an attempt to clear the doobie haze of nostalgia, I 
researched the subject. I found a big book, WOODSTOCK: 
Peace, Music & Memories, published on the 40th anniversary 
of the largest gathering of hippies of all time—unless they 
serve hash brownies in hell. There are a lot of photographs 
in the book. (the good news: People really did take their 

clothes off. The bad news: Gyms had not been invented.) You 
will recall that Woodstock was not one of history’s brilliant 
exercises in transportation logistics. Many of the photos are of 
traffic jams.

In what can be seen of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair, 
station wagons outnumbered VW Beetles, 15 to 14. There 
were 10 Microbuses, nine panel vans, two old pickups, one 
Saab and no Volvos. Three psychedelic school buses are 
visible, but these were part of the show. They belonged to the 
Hog Farm Collective, which provided the teeming crowd with 
such valuable services as announcing over the P.A. system, 
“If you dropped the brown acid, go to the Bummer Tent.” 
there were 10 sports cars, including a Corvette, one Karmann 
Ghia, three Corvairs, a Mk II Jaguar and a Checker sedan. 
Everything else was ordinary Detroit Iron. But that’s reality—
and what did reality ever have to do with the 1960s? n




