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The President’s Forum Michael Epstein

Hello out there, by the time you get this, some of you will 
be getting flowers and some will still be in a deep freeze, 
but you’ll all be itching for the spring car shows, I’m sure. 
If your car had a long rest for the winter in a non-heated 
garage take care, cold can dry out rubber. It helps if you run 
your car regularly throughout the year. I know I’m looking 
forward to our show here in May, not too far away.

As we approach our 41st birthday, I would like to wish a 
very happy 50th birthday to friends Bruce Simurda, Mi-
chael Sommer, R. K. Smith, Dean Kirsten, Lynn Anderson, 
Judy Wright (who I’ve not met but whose husband I did 
way back in the early ‘80s), Jim, and all the staff past and 
present at Dune Buggies & Hot VWs Magazine.

I don’t know if you’re a Dune Buggies & Hot VWs fan or 
not, but they led the way in the common VW person being 
able to keep up with the VW scene back starting in 1967. 
Heck, if it wasn’t for Hot VWs, I wouldn’t have known a 
thing about VWs or the VVWCA. First I found the Bug-O-
Rama when I moved to northern California, then I found 
the VVWCA inside the show, and here I am. That was 
Labor Day, 1988. 

Anyway, if you check out the issues from back then you’ll 
notice that the ads start out with very few advertising, just 
off-road products, but it doesn’t take long at all before prod-
ucts from other manufacturers come in and the aftermarket 
market takes off like a bull in a china shop. What an explo-
sion and so was the advertising for DB & HVWs. 

‘Round about 1972-5, and I’m taking an extremely liberal 
guess here folks because I have nothing to go one except 
a very old memory of what I heard years ago, there was a 
movement to organize people with really old VWs in the 
North America, or USA, and so it was to be. The club was 
called the Split Window Club of North America and the 
logo looked like Figure 1.  Now, look at our original cover 
design in Figure 2, and mind you, one of those things I had 
heard of, is that the VVWCA came from this club. Makes 
sense. Even the VVWCA was for only cars up to 1953 for 
some time, then it finally got 
relaxed and allowed cars to 
‘57 and so on. My guess 
is that a certain someone 
started this on the west 
coast and then decided to 
merge with someone on 
the east coast and call it the 
Vintage Volkswagen Club 
of America instead since it no 

longer allowed only split window 
VWs. Sounds good to me. 
 
DB & HVWs Magazine started 
their Vintage Issue in 1983, 
July and would from then on 
dedicate the July issue each 
year to the vintage Volkswa-
gen in one form or another, but 
always putting one completely 
nice stock car per issue. The first 
issue had in its title “A Look at The Vintage Scene,” as 
opposed to the “Vintage Issue” as it is today. The cover 
consisted of Bob Gilmour’s Hebmuller with a bikini model 
standing behind the front quarter, facing the camera kind of 
hugging it, boy, times have changed!!!

Not long after DB & HVWs hit the scene, another magazine 
came out about 1976, so it took 9 years before someone 
said, two can play in this big field and they did, success-
fully for 28 years, then the mother company of VW Trends 
got greedy and they had to close their doors, or so I hear. It 
always seemed to me that there was two teams, those who 
leaned towards Hot VWs and those towards VW Trends, 

Figure 1.

Figure 2.

Vintage Munk’s
Vintage Volkswagen
service & restoration

since 1969

We have been working on Volkswagens in Oakland
County,  Michigan since 1969 and our mission remains
the same. We treat our clients like friends and family. 
We show you what we find, encourage you to get involved,
and work with you ...both quality and budget wise.

We are now the oldest “strictly vintage” shop in Michigan. 
We offer a lifetime workmanship warranty, we are proud
of our commitment to quality, and we are die-hard 
Volkswagen lovers. 

We take the bugs out of your Beetle.
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with Hot VWs being slightly hipper to the technology and 
feature cars, drag & sand, VW Trends was just that and 
show (only my opinion). I think that the internet had a lot to 
do with some of this.

The reason I say that is, that’s the same time I see a huge 
drop in VVWCA fans because of the huge increase in local 
clubs and internet networking eliminating the need for a 
club like ours to a certain extent. But because we held out 
like Hot VWs we have kept our following and have started 
to grow again because we still have something to offer. 
Another friend and well known Volkswagen Specialist on 
coachbuilt VW models and early Porsches from England, 
Bob Shaill, put out a fantastic magazine from 1988 on until 
at least ‘99 called The VW Old-Timer Magazine. It was 
good heavy stock paper, large format, black and white, 
and 30+ pages. Bob used half-tone photos, best you could 
do back then and the photos looked good. There were tons 
of articles of really vintage stuff, stuff you never see over 
here, and Bob is a walking library of information when it 
comes to the coachbuilts. I had a rare opportunity a few 
years back to buy over 1000 of these half tones he used for 
publishing these newsletters. Of all these historic photos, 
it’s really amazing, a lot of these are only seen in the books 
you read. If you get a chance to put your hand on some of 
these, I highly recommend it. 

On an ending note, I just want to remind everyone that 
sometimes there are circumstances beyond our control 
which delay the printing or shipping of the newsletter, and 
believe it not, sometimes the United States Postal Service 
makes a mistake, (take a deep breath), I didn’t know that! 
Anyway, there are all sorts of reasons for delays, sometimes 
PayPal notices don’t come in a timely manner, I swear! 
Sometimes GoDaddy doesn’t work, or our password, some-
times, we’re just plain busy with life, after-all, this is not a 
paid job but a volunteer position and nobody said I had to 
monitor this screen every hour of the day. What I’m trying 
say is be cool, let us know there is a problem and as soon 
as  possible, don’t wait until you’re already mad, we’ll take 
care of it, but sometimes it really is the post office, they 
treat “Bulk” mail differently than other classes of mail and 
basically, it gets handled when there is time, really, I mean 
it, so that’s why it took 20 days for me to get this last issue 
and it was mailed from 2 hours away from me! Anyway, 
let us know if there is anything we can do for you and don’t 
forget to ask the right person. For anything editorial, e-mail 
Kim at editor@vvwca.com. For anything pertaining to 
membership, e-edition password, membership card ques-
tions, etc. e-mail Jim at membership@vvwca.com. Any-
thing else e-mail me, Mike, at president@vvwca.com.

Until next time, Auf Wiedersehen!  n
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6th Annual  
Connecticut Volkswagen Association 

VW Swap &
Meet Up
All Volkswagen  

& German  
Car Show

Tanger Outlets
314 Flat Rock Place

Westbrook, CT 06498
Exit 65 off I-95 & follow VW signs 

A portion of the proceeds will go to support the American Warrior Foundation 
www.americanwarrior.us

Time: Gates open at 9am, awards at 2pm (Show held Rain or Shine)

Admission: $5 for show cars, 
passengers and spectators are FREE!!
Vendor Spaces: $10 for swap space

For more information, accommodations & off-site camping details contact Bill Arute at bill@ctvwa.org
860.395.9964, Chris Fox at chris@ctvwa.org or go to our website www.ctvwa.org

Sunday May 21, 2017
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Trade Unions and Nazi Germany
 
Citation: C N Trueman “Trade Unions And Nazi Germany”
historylearningsite.co.uk.  
The History Learning Site, 9 Mar 2015. 3 Mar 2016.

When Hitler came to power in January 1933, he saw trade 
unions as exercising more power over the workers than he 
could. Therefore, trade unions were seen as a challenge 
to be dispensed with. Hitler knew that he needed the 
workers to be on his side but he could not allow trade 
unions to exert the potential power they had. Therefore, 
trade unions were banned in Nazi Germany and the state 
took over the role of looking after the working class.

Just months after Hitler was appointed Chancellor, he 
took the decision to end trade unions in Nazi Germany. 
On May 2nd, 1933, police units occupied all trade 
unions headquarters and union officials and leaders were 
arrested. The funds that belonged to the trade unions – 
effectively this was workers money – were confiscated. 
However, Hitler had to be careful. He had only been in 
power for a few months and there were many members 
of the working class he had to deal with. If the working 
class movement in Germany organised itself, it would 
have presented the new Chancellor with a lot of major 
issues that would have to be dealt with. Removing trade 
union leaders helped this but it did not fully guarantee 
that the working class would ‘behave’ itself. Hitler had 
to offer the workers something more. Hitler announced 
that the German Labour Force, headed by Robert Ley, 
would replace all trade unions and would look after the 
working class. The title was chosen carefully. The new 
organisation was deliberately cloaked in patriotism, as 
it was now a German entity as was seen in its title. The 
working class was now a ‘labour force’. The Nazi Party 
did all that it could to ensure the workers felt that they 
were better off under the guidance of the Nazi Party via 
the German Labour Front.

They had to be brought onto the side of the Nazis as Hitler 
had major plans for the workers. There were simply too 
many of them to brutalise into submission, so the workers 
were offered the ‘Strength Through Joy’ movement (Kraft 
durch Freude’) which offered them subsidised holidays, 
cheap theatre trips etc.

Hitler offered the working class an improved leisure life 
in one hand and took away their traditional rights in the 
other. Strikes – the traditional way for the working class 
to vent their anger over an issue – were banned. Strikes 
had been a thorn in the side of Weimar Germany in its 
final years. In 1928, the equivalent of 20,339,000 days had 
been lost as a result of strikes. In 1930, 4,029,000 days 

had been lost. In 1933, it was just 96,000 days and from 
1934 to 1939 there were none. New laws had been brought 
in after the burning down of the Reichstag and one 
covered ‘un-German activities’ and strikes were classed 
as un-German. In January 1934, the Law Regulating 
National Labour (the ‘Charter of Labour’) banned strikes 
at statute level.
Trade unions had looked after the rights of the working 
class. The German Labour Front now did this. However, 
Hitler was still fearful of large group of unemployed men 
existing in the fledgling Nazi state. In January 1933, he 
inherited an unemployment rate of 26.3%. This had the 
potential for long-term trouble. Therefore, job creation 
schemes were introduced. An individual had no choice 
about a job placement as anyone labelled ‘work shy’ 
was sent to prison. But such an approach brought down 
unemployment figures. By 1936, it had dropped to 8.3% – 
an 18% fall. Between 1936 and 1939, this 8.3% would be 
mopped up by conscription. Also women were no longer 
included in employment/unemployment figures, so the 
figure had to tumble.

Those brought into the Labour Front to participate in job 
creation schemes were regimented almost as much as if 
they were in the military. A song sung by members of the 
GFL went as follows:

“We demand from ourselves service to the end, even 
when no eyes are upon us.

We know that we should love our Fatherland more than 
our own life.

We vow that no one shall outdo us in loyalty,
That our life shall be one great labour service for 

Germany.
So in this solemn hour we pray for blessing on the oath 

we take,
We thank thee, Fuhrer, that we have now seen thee,
Do thou behold us as thine own creation?
May our hearts ever beat with thy heart’s pulses, Our 

lives find inspiration in thy love,
Behold us here! Thy Germany are we.”

Their conditions of work and pay were controlled and 
determined by the German Labour Front and the GLF 
represented the workers when disputes arose between 
management and workers. Between 1933 and 1939, the 
wages paid out to those in the GLF actually dropped a 
little. The cost of living rose during the same time by 
25%. However, Hitler’s grip on the working class by 1939 
was so great that they had no choice but to continue in 
this way. n
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https://secure.customersvc.com/servlet/Show?WESPAGE=pm/Pages/load_order.jsp&WESACTIVESESSION=TRUE&PAGE_ID=DR5569SAVE&MAGCODE=FE&MSCCMPLX=IK69F
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The Historian’s Corner Heinz Schneider

Painting the Wagen 
Third and Last part

As explained before, the new enamel painting 
process used by the VW factory had started in 
Feb. 1949 replacing the previous used inferior 
lacquer. As these first new cars painted with the 
new material arrived at the distributer I worked 
for, we noticed a dramatic improvement in the 
quality of the finish. We realized that we had to 
learn a new way of painting and were eager to 
try this new paint. It took us a long time before 
we got a handle of it. The distributor put in two 
new spray booths with water running down 
the tiled walls. It was thought that the water 
coming down the walls would keep down the 
dust, the greatest enemy of enamels. The spray 
booth was also heated, something very rare in 
Germany, at that time. In other word the booths 
were the state of the art as we would say today. 
Or so we thought. The nicely tiled walls had 
a step protruding out at about four feet from 
the bottom. The water coming down the walls 
would hit this little shelf and water would spray 
onto the freshly painted cars. Out went the 
water-down-the-wall idea.

Another problem that came up was that the 
enamel we original used would simply not 
dry. We turned up the heat for hours and later 
put the cars outside for days. It didn’t help, 
the paint started to collect a lot of dust and 
flies. What had happened was that the factory 
had sent us the same paint as they used on 
the production line. The paint used at the factory was a 
thermo-set material. This enamel dried only if heated 
above 80 degrees Celsius (176 Fahrenheit). We had no 
way getting the temperatures this high in our spray booth. 
Even if we had been able to do so, it would have caused 
other serious problems. One was that the interior of the 
car would not have stood up to the 176 F degree heat. Can 
one imagine what would happen to all the plastic parts? 
What about the tires? The fuel tank? The seals etc.? At the 
factory, during the production process only the painted 
metal body shell is heated before anything else is mounted. 
This heat is actually so intense that some body distortion 
took place as I had mentioned before and body panels had 
to be readjusted.

Switching to enamels was also the beginning of the 
struggle to reduce the orange peel inherent to enamel. 

The little droplets coming out of the spray gun were 
larger as with the extremely thin lacquer material. These 
droplets did not flow out as well, hence it left little bumps. 
The structure of the orange peel was different according 
to the way the paint was applied. The air pressure, the 
temperature, the dilution of the material, the distance from 
the gun to the body all influenced the appearance of the 
finish. Just by moving the spray gun a little closer one 
would get a different effect. It was always easy for me to 
tell whether any part of a car had been repainted by just 
studying the orange peel, which could never be duplicated 
100%.

Over the years many people believed and it has been 
advertised as such by some shops, that by applying heat 
to the paint you get a durable baked enamel finish. Many 
repair facilities have used this claim, but you the reader 
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will now know better. You can get baked enamel only if 
you use the special formulated thermo-set paint to begin 
with and the paint has to be baked at least at 80 degrees 
Celsius.

Back to the dealership. After we finally found out why 
we had all these problems, the factory supplied us with 
air-drying enamels. Some readers may have seen labels 
on original VW paint cans where the color numbers were 
preceded with the letters LKL, which are the initials 
for Lufttrocknender-Kunstharz-Lack, which means air 
drying synthetic enamel. The quality of this paint for 
repairs was not as good as the original factory paint, but 
it was a big improvement over lacquer. However nothing 
is perfect, one big disadvantage of enamel was that it took 
a long time to dry. Enamels do not dry like lacquer were 
all it takes for the thinner to evaporate in a few minutes. 
Enamel dries by not only the evaporation of the reducers 
but mainly by the oxidation of the binders of the pigments 
and it dries the top down. Some have found that out the 
hard way. While the paint may feel dry on the outside, it 
could easily be softened by body heat and pressure, such 
as for instance by sitting on a fender. The combination 
of weight and body heat would make a nice impression. 
That impression was especially nice if the person sitting 

on the fender was wearing corduroys, as I have observed 
a few times. The problem we had at the beginning using 
enamels, was that the mechanics had the unfortunate habit 
of doing a lot of damage to freshly enamel painted cars, a 
problem we never had using lacquers.

Just to get it dust dry, meaning getting it dry enough so 
no dust particles to stick to its surface, took at least one 
hour. For this one hour the car had to be in the heated 
spray booth before it could be moved. This slowed down 
production considerably and we had to really plan our 
time to make maximum use of the two spray booths we 
had at the distributor I worked for. We calculated that it 
rook about 40 man-hours to prepare and paint a Beetle 
complete and for detailing it after. To apply the two 
coats took normally twenty minutes, meaning the actual 
application of the paint took very little time. If a painter in 
the spry booth took longer than 20 minutes spraying we 
immediately knew something had gone wrong.

Over the year the enamels used on the cars have been 
reformulated many times. For both the manufacturing 
level and at the repair shops. Besides the attempt by the 
manufacturers to come up with ever more glamorous 
and durable colors, the air quality people are now also 
involved by trying to lower the emissions created by the 
painting process. Every time such changes are made it puts 
new burdens on the poor painters to deliver a satisfactory 
finish. For a while these problems were really bad. Perhaps 
some may remember that a few years ago a lot of domestic 
cars had big problems because they used water based 
undercoating, with the result that the top coats would 
not adhere well and paints would come off in sheets. 
Importers had problems with their clear coats breaking 
up. Maybe some of you do remember those nice highly 
metallic painted European and Japanese cars turning dull 
and gray. The ultra violet rays in many of the sunny US 
states would just eat up the clear coats. That has been 
overcome now by adding additives which neutralize the 
effect of the UV rays which were doing all the damage. 
Today’s paints are almost indestructible and with only a 
minimum of care do last for many years. They are also 
much easier to repair and to color match with the new 
sophisticated polyurethane clear coat finishes, albeit these 
new paint processes are much more costly. These new 
finishes dry by crosslinking different chemicals, but that is 
another story which I won’t get into at this time.

Today, to just paint a fender on car costs more than double 
of what it used to cost painting a Volkswagen Beetle, 
inside and out, in the fifties and sixties. n
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1.  When I first became acquainted with the VW 
Beetle in the 1950s, I was impressed by the design, 
the practicality and ease of maintenance. I have 
owned VWs ever since. My daily driver today is a 
1974 standard Beetle with over 300,000 miles that 
has been in the family since 1977.

2.  My first VW was a 1955 Beetle that I purchased 
used in 1958 since the waiting time at the dealer 
for a new one was 6 months. It had 24,000 miles 
on the odometer. During the 3 years and 50,000 
miles that I owned it, the brakes failed, the 
camshaft gear made out of a fiber material failed 
and left me stranded, the cylinder heads needed 
to be reconditioned due to a burned valve, the 
driver’s side door handle broke and the paint sort 
of washed off. I gave it a quick re-spray with a 
rented spray gun in a dusty barn. It looked pretty 

decent from 20 feet away. When I needed to sell it 
since Uncle Sam wanted to ship me overseas, I finally 
was able to sell it for $500 to the third used car dealer I 
approached. Private parties showed no interest and two 
dealers didn’t want anything to do with the crazy air-
cooled mini car. 

3.   1974 Beetle, my daily driver since 1991, 
1973 VW-Porsche, aka Porsche 914, 
1976 Porsche 912E with a 2.0 VW sourced 4 cyl. 
engine, 2003 VW EuroVan Weekender. 
All are in driveable condition and not garage queens, 
none of them are concours. I do most repairs and 
maintenance myself.

4. 1967 Beetle.

5.  A late model Jetta wagon with a 2.0 diesel engine, 
5-speed manual and the emission problem fixed or a 
EuroVan MV with a 6 cyl. diesel and a 6 speed manual.

6.  Cooking, baking, hiking, camping

7.  A drive in my Beetle in the Sierra Nevada mountains on 
a sunny day on a well maintained Forest Service road 
with a picnic basket on the back seat and my congenial 
female companion next to me.

8.  I love John Muir’s “idiot book”. Just recently I found 
that he explains the D-jet fuel injection system better 
than any others.

9.   I really don’t care. It’s their car. However, I dislike the 
looks of lowered Beetles.

10.   I have no answer for that one.

11.   Bonus Question: What is the worst car you ever 
owned? A 1985 Volvo 740 station wagon with a 
5 cylinder turbocharged VW diesel engine that I 
purchased used in 1992 for $5,000. The performance 
was dismal. It soon developed a cracked cylinder head 
and a leaky injection pump. I spent $2,700 in parts 
and dealer repair costs without it being fixed. I finally 
donated it to a charitable organization and took a 
$2,500 tax deduction. n

Ten Questions with Ragnar Kuehnert
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Classifieds
COST: Members receive 2 free classified ads. Limit of two per issue. Non-
members: $10.00. Each ad will appear in two issues of the VintageVoice.

PHOTOGRAPHS: 1 photo per advertisement please. Photos cannot be 
returned, digital preferred.

LIMITATIONS: Ads are published on a space available basis. Copy 
submissions must be typed or legibility hand written. ONLY VW parts, cars, 
toys or literature will be accepted. No cars for sale newer than 1991 can be 
accepted. VVWCA accepts no liability relating to the purchase of an item.

ADVERTISING DEADLINE: All advertisements must be received prior to 
the 15th of the Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov for the following newsletter. 
SUBMIT YOUR AD TO: editor@vvwca.com

Wanted
To buy an old Porsche or pre-68 VW bus, pickup truck, camper, kombi, micro, 
or deluxe. Know of any for sale? if I buy it, I’ll pay you a referral fee. 540-358-
0330

I need to find one 16” Lemmerz wheel date stamped 
2/53.  Yes I know I am dreaming but if you or anyone 
you know has a collection of straight wheels I would 
appreciate any referrals. Thank you dougnaef@aol.com, 
503-522-6233

Cars for sale
1974 Orange Westy with og clean plaid interior. 90% original paint. runs 
well! All new brakes! No rust $17500, in VA fishheadlouie@yahoo.com   
540-358-0330

1959 Volkswagen beetle 
Sunroof Sedan

The bug has been restored to 
showroom condition. Artic Blue 
with a terra cotta interior. I can 
email detailed photos to you 
direct, please feel free to call me. 
Car is located in Illinois. Steve: 
708 772 5404, sbcinc@aol.com. 

 
1972 Super Beetle  
w-flat windshield. 

Very clean stock car, not modified. 
Runs great. Repainted original color. 

Always kept in garage. Asking $5800. 
Please email: paulab53@yahoo.com 

or phone:760-592-9724

Parts, etC. for sale
ID Stamps: 1950 – 1972, Reg. $15.00, Club Members $12.00. Vent Window 
Locks, Stainless Steel top to Bottom, Spring Loaded, Reg. $35.00, Club 
Members $25.00. License Plate Frames, 1950 – 2000 with Bubblehead, Reg. 
most common, $80 - $100.00, Club Members most common $80.00. Glove 
Box Pull, Beer Pull with VW, $75.00, Club Members $50.00. “D” Plate with 
Year of Car, with Bracket, Goes on Right Rear Bumper Bracket, Reg. Price 
$90.00, Club Members $80.00. Beautiful Tool Box Inside Cover Decals, Reg. 
$35.00, Club Members, $25.00. All prices + shipping. Please call to verify. 
Phil Weiner, 9625 SW 15th St., Miami, Florida 33174. Tel. 305-552-0982.  
The Weiner Foundation wishes all a Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year. 
P.S. If it’s not VW, I don’t want to talk about it!
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The classic car market has been doing quite well since 
recovering in 2011 from its Great Recession-induced 
correction. So, it’s not surprising that certain cars 

have increased in value in the last year. But the identity of 
some of the cars that did especially well can be somewhat 
confounding. Here are 2 VW’s that were surprisingly great 
investments in 2015/2016:

1972 VOLKSWAGEN THING
The VW Type 181 (known in the U.S. at The Thing) was 
a modestly updated version of the WWII-era Volkswagen 
Kübelwagen, the German army’s version of the Jeep. VW 
figured that if AMC was doing well with a civilian version 
of the Jeep, why not give it a shot? With its simple top, side 
curtains and removable doors, The Thing made a decent 
beach car. Every model year is up, the 1972 model increased 
in value by 48 percent this year.

The Volkswagen Type 181 “The Thing” was an updated 
version of the German military’s Type 82 Kubelwagen. 
Rather than using the Type 82’s mechanical setup, however, 
the Thing rode on a combination of a Beetle driveline and 
a Type II Transporter suspension. Like the rest of the VW 
lineup, the Type 181 placed the air-cooled, 1584-cc engine 
in the rear and use the motor’s 46 hp to drive the rear 
wheels.

While the Beetle had charm, the Thing was much more 
utilitarian. Nary a curve on the car, it had a removable 
top, a folding windshield, and hose-it-out practicality. 
While it would never be confused for a jeep, land Rover, or 
Land Cruiser on the trail, it could manage to stray off the 
pavement, and was particularly fun on the beach.
Much like during its two-year production run, the 
Volkswagen Thing today is a quirky, eye-catching ride. 
Its bright and wild 1970s colors, combined with the 
convertible’s boxiness make it stand out in a sea of uniform 
cars. Models from 1974 are slightly more desirable due 
to their 55 hp, though condition and color tend to drive 
value more than model year. Top of the packing order is 
the visually unique Acapulco Edition, which is decked out 
in a blue-and-white striped Surrey top. Cars that retain 
their original hard top are also popular. Keeping a Thing 
streetable is not difficult given their commonality with the 
ubiquitous Beetle, and prices tend to be reasonable as a 
result. Consequently, buyers can afford to be choosy.

1963 KARMANN GHIA COUPE
KGs are hot. If you’ve always liked one of these fancy 
Beetles (Road & Track famously called it “a Beetle in an 
Italian suit”), you might be too late. Every year is up in both 
coupe and convertible, but the 1963 coupe is especially hot, 
rising an impressive 87 percent year-over-year.
     

Surprisingly Great Investments
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Volkswagen capitalized on the overwhelming popularity of 
their Beetle by following “the people’s car” with a sporty 
sister: the Karmann Ghia.

Produced from 1956 to 1974, the Volkswagen Karmann Ghia 
(called the Type 14 internally) shared the Beetle’s reliable 
running gear. Its rear-mounted, air-cooled, four-cylinder 
boxer engine only displaced 1192 cc and produced a scant 36 
horsepower upon introduction, but its low curb weight meant 
that the Karmann Ghia could still be a fun drive on the right 
road.

But speed wasn’t what the Karmann Ghia was about. 
Instead, the KG’s strong suit was style. Its voluptuous body 
was penned by design powerhouse Ghia in Turin, Italy, and 
the coachwork was hand built by renowned German firm 
Karmann. The end result was a low-slung 2+2 coupe with 
a curvaceous rear fender and proportionate front and rear 
ends. Beginning in 1958, a convertible also joined the lineup.
Utilizing the Beetle’s existing mechanicals helped offset 
costs associated with the new labor-intensive body, and 
allowed Volkswagen to keep production costs low—the car 
debuted with a $2,395 list price. The public’s response to the 
car’s introduction was so positive that production doubled 

shortly thereafter and the Karmann Ghia quickly became 
one of America’s most imported vehicles. In all, nearly half a 
million were manufactured during the car’s lifespan.
Changes to the Karmann Ghia were minimal during 
the car’s 18-year run. Headlights were raised slightly 
in 1961, while safety regulations motivated most of the 
car’s remaining visual changes. Mechanical alterations 
were mainly dictated by changes to the Beetle’s engine. 
Displacement increased in 1966 to 1300 cc, with horsepower 
rising to 50. Three more subsequent engine evolutions were 
outfitted into the Karmann Ghia, with the final model year’s 
engine ending up at 1584 cc with 60 hp.

The Karmann Ghia’s last year of production was 1974, 
at which point it was replaced by the Volkswagen Rabbit 
in the U.S market. But the car’s lengthy production run, 
reliable underpinnings, and striking styling ensure the 
Karmann Ghia can be recognized in virtually every town in 
America. It also means it enjoys strong appreciation amongst 
collectors. n  http://collectorscarworld.com/news/

PostScript: Funny this article doesn’t mention the Type II, I 
would bet that the Type II has surpassed either one of these 
vehicles in the “collectible” department, but I don’t know!
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Only VW
 
Press Material from Volkswagen after the War

By Terry Shuler 

The guns of war had subsided and now was the time for 
healing. But the wounds were not easily mended and the 
entire country of Germany was in ruins. Four major world 
powers, Russia, France, Britain and the United States had 
finally succeeded in ridding the world of the tyrant Hitler.
For us Volkswagen students, the Volkswagen factory now 
resided in the British sector of Germany in 1945. The 
adjacent factory town called “Stadt des KdF Wagens” 
(Town of the Strength through Joy Cars) was quickly 
renamed Wolfsburg on May 25, 1945. And as luck would 
have it, a Major Ivan Hirst was dispatched by the British in 
August 1945 to the badly damaged factory to access what 
could be salvaged.

You must remember, the times were very desperate for 
the entire population of Germany. Just acquiring daily 
food rations for themselves and their families was a major 
task. The civilians were also hurting for any type of work. 
And so it came to be that Major Hirst took the Wolfsburg 
factory and its offspring Beetle under his wing and did a 
miraculous job of breathing life into a lifeless form.

Being one who enjoys collecting the endless brochures, 
manuals and factory photos of anything called VW, I was 
quite thrilled when I acquired a three piece series of VW 
papers. The years just after the war were a rebuilding 
period for VW and very little press material was printed. 
Even the lucky few who were able to acquire a VW 
franchise during this time frame had to design and print 
their own VW sales brochures or pamphlets.

The original owner of the pages I bought, was from a 
gentleman whose entire life was devoted to corresponding 
with the manufacturers of automobiles around the world 
for whatever brochures and etc they might send to him 
each new model year. So it was that the papers pictured 
in this article were sent to him. Being the meticulous 
collector that he was, he rubber stamped each item he 
received with the date he received it. October 15, 1948, 
is clearly seen on these papers. But from the research I 
have done, most of the vehicles shown were only produced 
through early 1946.
From what I can gather, these seem to be an early 
primitive press release kit from Volkswagen when they 
were still recovering from their extensive war wounds. 

Each sheet is 13” x 9“ and two of them contain actual 
photos of various production vehicles. The first page 
proudly shows a photo of the Type 51 sedan that was 
a combination of the civilian Beetle body mated with 
the backbone of the military Kubelwagen chassis and 
suspension.

The next page has line drawings of the suspension 
available with the Type II (normal Beetle) and the Type 
51 (Beetle on Kubelwagen chassis). The extra 75mm 
(about 3 inches) ground clearance for the Type 51 was 
obtained with a modified front end and a unique reduction 
gear suspension at the rear. The Type 51 VWs were quite 
rugged for their day and the text even mentions that 
‘These variations from the standard road model give a 
performance on rough ground equal to that of the US Jeep 
in 4-wheel drive: the self-locking differential assists this 
two wheel drive car to negotiate soft ground”.

For a short time, a supply of Kubelwagen bodies was still 
available and they were utilized for peace time purposes. 
The Kubels were highly thought of during the war years; 
and it has been said that the German General Rommel 
used one for his personal transportation during his African 
campaign.

Since Germany was in dire need of vehicles of all shapes 
and sizes to help fill the void in vehicle production that 
was halted during the war years, VW did what they could 
and built such utility vehicles as one for the post office 
system. Early on they utilized the left over Kubelwagen 
bodies, now given the nomenclature ‘Type 28” and added 
a box like structure on the rear to carry the packages and 
mail throughout Germany and labeled it a ‘Type 21”. Later 
on, the supply of Kubelwagens ran out and the Beetle 
bodies were modified with the same rear box assembly and 
given the designation ‘Type 83”.

Above: An early photo of a Type 83
Facing Page (top to bottom): Type 51, Type 21, and Type 93.
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Even a lightweight, single axle closed trailer, ‘Type 93”, 
was constructed using a modified front Beetle axle to carry 
the mail for the German postal system down the famed 
Autobahn of Hitler origin. I recall that Willi Lottermann, 
the VW dealer outside Frankfurt, Germany, who hosts a 
great Vintage VW Meet once every four years, owns two 
of these unique trailers. When I was last in contact with 
Lottermann, they still awaited restoration.
In reporting this article, I contacted Major Ivan Hirst, 
retired, for his input to this VW press kit and he wrote the 
following:

7 have only a vague recollection of the sheets that were the 
subject of the pictures you sent me. I think that they were 
earlier than the October 1948, date stamp because by then 
we and our German colleagues had virtually forgotten 
about the Type 51, and the Kubelwagen, Reichspost vans 
and the trailers (also made for the Reichspost in, I think, 
late 1945). All of these vehicles were produced in small 
quantities as a stop-gap measure, before the Type II (post-
war designation) true Beetle could be manufactured, 
(starting late 1945 already).

Only a few Beetles had been made during the war (up to 
1944) and the press shop and body shop were virtually 
out of action after the air raids on VWW (Volkswagen 
Werks/Factory). The body for the Kubelwagen was made 
and assembled not by VW but by Ambi-Budd in Berlin. 
It seems that when Porsche visited US plants before the 
Wolfsburg factory was built, he arranged with Budd, the 
well-known manufacturer of all-steel car bodies in the 
USA, to use their know-how and in return Budd’s German 
subsidiary was given the right to make the bodies for any 
alternative style of VW - presumably they were thinking 
of Cabriolets or Vans, but instead the first alternative to the 
Beetle body was the Kubelwagen for the German army! 
Ambi- Budd, therefore, claimed their right to produce it 
(this being before the USA was at war with Germany). And 
the body shop at Wolfsburg had been cleared early in the 
war to undertake airframe repairs for the Luftwaffe.

By early 1945 the Ambi-Budd factory had been knocked 
out, by bombing and by the USSR army’s advance on 
Berlin. And in May 1945, at the end of the war in Europe, it 
was in the USSR section of Berlin.

A few Kubelwagen bodies were at Wolfsburg in the early 
months after the war in Germany ended, and there were 
still limited facilities to assemble Kubelwagens from these 
and chassis parts left over from the war time program. A 
small number went to the British army, and a few were 
used to make the first Reichspost vans.

When it was decided to re-activate the VW plant to 
make cars for the Western allies in Germany, I and a few 

key Germans received the position. Clearly there would 
not be any Kubelwagen bodies to be had from Berlin, 
so everything hinged on getting supplies of steel sheet, 
repairing the big presses and building body assembly 
jigs for the Beetle sedan. /Is / have said many times, 
the Germans remaining at Wolfsburg (after some had 
been imprisoned and others dismissed because of Nazi 
connections) made a prodigious effort under terrible 
conditions, and Beetle production was started late in 1945. 

All the steel forgings had been obtained from outside 
suppliers, chiefly from a plant in the East (Silesia, I think) 
and the only stub axle forgings in stock at Wolfsburg in the 
early post-war period were those for the Kubelwagen - i.e. 
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those designed to give the car a high ground clearance. 
Hence the Type 51 sedan was produced until suppliers of 
forgings in the British occupation zone could produce the 
necessary forging dies and deliver Type II stub axles for 
the lower, standard Beetle ground clearance.

I hope that these notes will be useful to you. On one hand 
I feel weary when these questions come up, but on the 
other hand, it is good mental exercise to delve back into my 
recollections - and I like to get the record straight! In fact, 
Dr. Bernd Wiersch at the Wolfsburg museum believed that 

the Type 51 with its high ground clearance and self-locking 
differential was a military requirement on the part of the 
British army! Until he discussed it with me, this was VWs 
official history! They had forgotten the real reason - non-
availability of forgings (and diff. pinions).”

My sincere thanks to Major Ivan Hirst 
(retired) for taking time to answer 
my inquiry. Major Hirst is enjoying 
his retirement years in his home in 
England. n

wolfgang international

Make life easy and get this curved antenna along with your 
Safari Windows. This way, you won't be frustrated when you 
can't get your groove on while your safari windows are 
open! We've put just enough of a curve in our new 
antennas to clear your Safari's completely.

 1956-1967 Type 2 Transaxle Stabilizer (Mid Mount). This is a 
bolt on kit that reduces torsional stress felt at the front of the 
nose cone mount and rotational stress on the bell housing 
mounts.Made using ¼” thick steel plate and specially 
injected fail safe rubber mounts. It 
installs in one hour or less. NO 
CUTTING, DRILLING, OR WELDING 
REQUIRED!REQUIRED! And no need to remove 
the transaxle for installation.

These drop spindles are designed 
for late buses (68-79). These spindles 
will effectively lower your bus by 2 
inches.

give us a call to talk about 
custom options! (530) 246-4264

safari windows
Reproduction safari window kits come complete with glass, seals 
& mounting hardware. Also available in polished stainless steel.

FIND US ON THE WEB!
See our online catalog & more 
at www.WolfgangInt.com

From

$54995 
WHITE POWDERCOAT  
WITH SUPER LATCHES

For over 20 years, Wolfgang International 
has been manufacturing quality VW custom 

parts at our 15,000sf  facility in Redding, 
California. Along with producing high quali-
ty parts, we have been offering the best, no 

BS,  technical advice free of charge.

The Beetle Nobody Wanted
By Ragnar Kuehnert, Nevada

In the fall of 1973, I was teaching in a public school 
in northern Germany. My two year stint would soon 
come to an end and we planned to return to the U.S. 

Unfortunately, our Audi needed a major repair. I replaced 
it with a 1962 Beetle which I bought for 350 DM ($175). 
According to the registration papers, I was the fourth owner. 
Since I had owned a couple of Beetles before, I judged the 
engine and transmission to be in good shape. The front 
suspension was pretty worn out but still serviceable. The 
body showed some rust here and there and the paint was 
faded. But the price was right. 

Over the next nine months, the car served us well. We 
even took it on a lengthy trip through communist East 
Germany, Czechoslovakia and Austria with no problems. 
In July of 1974, the question arose what to do with the car 
when we returned to the States. We decided to drive it to 
Zürich, Switzerland, do some sightseeing along the way 
and give the car away. In Zürich, I offered it to a couple 

of independent repair shops for parts. They were not 
interested. We then found a wrecking yard at the edge of 
the city. The owner wanted a tidy sum from us to leave the 
car. Well, I had another idea. My wife got scared when I 
told her. I drove into the airport parking garage and found 
a quiet corner, removed the license plates and took the 
Kraftfahzeugbrief (registration and title), left the keys in 
the ignition and a note on the steering wheel in German 
and English: “Please take me home, my owners went 
overseas and are not coming back.” The license plates and 
registration we mailed to the DMV in Germany from the 
airport. In due course, we received a refund for the unused 
registration fee and a return premium from our insurance 
carrier. 

We felt relieved and sad for the little car when our plane 
lifted off. I could hear the security officers cuss in their 
Swiss German accent when they discovered our gift. 

Since then I have owned several other VW products. My 
daily driver today is a 42 year old Beetle with 305,000 miles 
on the odometer. It has been in the family for 39 years. Nary 
any rust at all. The dry northern Nevada climate helps. n
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In 1963, the humble Volkswagen Beetle became the first 
production car to explore the Antarctic under the auspices 
of ANARE, the Australian National Antarctic Research 

Expeditions. Dubbed Antarctica 1 and painted ruby red so as 
to stand out in the snow, the car was provided free of charge by 
VW’s marketing division—which was keen to demonstrate the 
vehicle’s capabilities in all weather conditions. It later starred in 
an ad campaign touting its admittedly impressive imperviousness 
to the elements, complete with fascinated penguins.

Transported via icebreaker, Antarctica 1 spent a year at ANARE’s 
remote Mawson Station, competing with dog teams and larger 
tracked vehicles, such as the Snowtrac, according to the book 
Knowing Australian Volkswagens: A Definitive History of the 
VW in Australia. “Subjected to smothering snows, bitter cold 
(-52°C) and knifing 200 km/h winds, it turned out to be excellent 
for running around the station and short traverses of the ice-
bound country. Air-cooled, it never froze; tightly sealed, it was 
immune from drifting snow… The scientists called it their ‘Red 
Terror’.”

Fitted with snow chains, the car could do everything from 
“towing skiers at the Rumdoodle recreational facility, to driving 
glaciologists three or four kilometres on to the sea ice to test its 
thickness. Accounts of these excursions describe winds up to 
100 mph, which more than once ‘turned the doors inside out, 
overriding the door check-rods and folding the doors against the 
front hub caps.’” Easily lifted out of deep drifts, the Bug “gave 
very good service with a minimum of worry to the mechanical 
section, who only had to service it and feed it petrol regularly.”

Upon its return to Australia after a year of service, Antarctica 1 
went on to win the 1964 BP Rally after relatively minor repairs. 
Meanwhile, it was replaced by ANARE by a similar 1964 VW 
named “Antarctica 2” and painted International Orange which 
served a much longer stretch, staying in the frozen wasteland 
until 1969. Check out this awesome 1963 Australian cinema short 
of Antarctica 1 conquering the “bleakest continent on Earth”, and 
think about that next time you complain that it’s too cold to drive 
to the supermarket. n  http://collectorscarworld.com/news/

POLAR BUG
When The Beetle Conquered Antartica
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By Joel Herman, joel@
redrivervwclub.com

The last weekend in July, 
2016 brought yet another 
beautiful weekend full of 
Volkswagens to the Fargo/
Moorhead area, which are 
border towns on the ND/
Minn. Border with the Red 
River dividing them. 

It seems that the years keep 
getting shorter and shorter 
making the shows closer and 
closer. Just when we think 
that we have a whole year to 
plan our next event, it seems 
as if it’s right around the 
corner again.  This year brought on some changes which 
made planning the event seem like it was our first ever! 
While this year was our 11th Annual event, every year 
brings on new ideas and plans to make the, now weekend 
event, that much better! Speaking of change, this year, 
we decided to move the show over to the Fargo/Moorhead 
Visitors Bureau which happens to be adjacent to one of 
the busiest intersections in Fargo. We figured that with 
the added visibility, we could attract a whole lot more foot 
traffic through the show. Well, it worked! 

The Friday evening before the show, my wife, Jill and I 
host a Show Kick-off Party out at our home in Harwood, 
ND. Everyone meets in Moorhead and we have developed 
a cruise route out to our home for everyone to be able 
to see a little bit of the scenery around the city. One of 
our largest yet, we hosted over 60 people that evening 
with a little over 40 cars to look at. Everyone brings a 
little something to share, while we provide some of the 
necessary bits of the meal. It’s always a very relaxing, fun 
evening. There are lots of great opportunities for picture 
taking and socializing. 

Saturday morning comes fast as we are off to the races 
around 7 a.m. Our show starts at 10 a.m. While most pre-
register, we are usually busy getting everyone set up with 
that for the majority of the morning. This year we had a 
50/50 raffle which raised over $600 for our charity, Evan’s 
Support, a non-profit organization which helps families 
write and pay for obituaries for their children who have 
passed away. They also raise funds to help obtain and 

Volkswagens in the Valley 2016
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place furniture in hospitals for parents 
with sick children. 
We had over 70 cars make the trip this 
year, our 2nd largest only to last year 
(100+). It was a beautiful, summer day 
that eventually made it well into the 
upper 80’s. We had a great assortment of 
VWs spanning 8 decades starting with 
a 1949 Belgium delivery Split Window 
Beetle and ending with a 2015 GTI. 

That evening, we once again hosted 
another get together at our home. It’s 
a great day end event for us as we can 
relax at this one. We usually have about 
the same number of people attend this 
get together, but a lot of different faces 
from the night before. Lots of fun.

Sunday brings a send-off breakfast. A 
couple of our club members host this on 
the show grounds. With a vast variety of 
different breakfast treats, everyone gets 
to leave Fargo on a full stomach with 

lots of great 
memories to 
cherish. It’s 
a wrap after 
that. 

The Red 
River VW 
Club would 
like to thank 
everyone 
involved 
with helping 
out with the 
show and 

everyone who came out to be with us. 
We enjoy seeing everyone! We would 
especially like to thank our sponsors. 
Valley Imports, Fargo/Moorhead 
Visitors Center, JOGR products. 
Without your continued support, we’d 
never be able to accomplish this year 
after year, so thank you! 

Fargo is a great venue for our show. 
We enjoy having everyone in town for 
the weekend. If you’ve been here once, 

you’ll be back. If you’ve never joined us, consider this your invitation! I hope to 
see you in 2017. Remember, the show is ALWAYS the last weekend in July. Fargo, 
ND you betch ya! n
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By Jim Schield.  
Photos by Jim Schield and Jerry Spellman

The Northeast Illinois Volkswagen 
Association and VW of Crystal Lake, 
Illinois put on one great show on 
September 18, 2016. 183 cars were entered 
in the show, with about 20 swap meet 
venders that offered both new and “slightly 
used” parts. $400.00 was raised for the Les 
Turner ALS foundation. Puyo’s Fuzzy Dice 
Productions provided the music and great 
food could be found at the Cottage Pub 
of Crystal Lake booth, and Dave’s Good 
Humor Ice Cream truck.

An amazing variety of VWs gave the show 
something for everyone. From early split 
windows to late model water cooled, to 
customs and VW based vehicles, including 
Ed Barkes’ Bug-to-truck conversion that 
could shoot flames out the twin stacks.

NIVA’s 2016  VW-Fest was the best ever
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Moving? 
Don’t move without telling us! We don’t want you to miss a single issue of 
the VintageVoice and get left behind wondering what happened to my mem-
bership. Please send your change of address and e-mail to: Jim Howland, 
Membership Coordinator, P.O. Box 119, Mclean, VA 22101, or e-mail Jim  
at membership@vvwca.com first, we’ll work out the rest. Thank you for 
making our job a little easier.

As always, spectators were free, with show entry only 
$15.00. The food was reasonably priced. For a change, 
the weather was perfect. 

Spectator voted trophy winners included:
Best of Show:  Larry and Carrie Simmons  

1960 Double cab
Early Beetle: Tony Younger 1956 Beetle
Late Beetle: Sara Lively 1970 Beetle
Beetle convertible: Rosie Mucklo 1964 Beetle
Super Beetle: Greg Thomas 1974 Super
Karman Ghia: Kevin Shilling 1972 Ghia
Type 3 & 4: Randy Sheridan 1965 Notchback
Split Window Bus: Matt Shepherd 1962 Single Cab
Bay Window Bus: Leon Duros 1977 Bus
Vanagon/EuroVan/Routan: Ali Yetgen 1990 Syncro
Early Water Cooled (up to 1992):  Michael Uchanski  

1983 GTI
Mid Water Cooled (1993-2004): Antonio Ortiz 1996 GTI
Late Water Cooled (2005 on): Ramon Robles 2012 Golf R

Water Cooled Beetle: Jesus Perez 2000 New Beetle
Thing: F. Barroso 1972 Thing
Dune Buggy/Sand rail: Steve Hansen 1967 Deserter
Special Interest: Ed Barkes 1969 stake truck

With 55 water cooled VWs on display, NIVA proved that 
to survive and prosper, we need air and water. Check out 
NIVA on Facebook, and their web site at www.nivaclub.
org. NIVA puts on a spring show that will be worth the 
wait. n

Cover photo
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Repairing Rico
By Tod Tolan, Group XXIV

Hermann Unrath owned the ESSO Petrol station 
and auto garage (Tankstelle) in down town 

Beutelsbach. His teenage son, Hermann Jr., followed in 
his father’s footsteps as one of the best auto mechanics in 
all of Remstal (Rems River Valley). Hermann Jr. agreed to 
assist me in repairing Rico in exchange for the opportunity 
to practice his English. While we worked in his father’s 
garage, our conversations were a curious mixture of 
English, German and grease. I learned the German 
vocabulary of auto repair while Hermann, in turn, learned 
the English equivalents. Although Rico required many 
repairs, we focused on the few safety essentials: brakes, 
lights, spark plugs, and timing. Creature comforts such 
as interior heat and defrost, unfortunately, would have to 
wait.

I vividly remember removing the wheels in order to access 
the brake shoes. Hermann showed me the benefits of using 
the pneumatic lug wrench. It worked magnificently until 
I came to a particularly rusted lug nut. Try as I might, 
it would not budge. The wrench noise changed. I turned 
to Hermann in frustration, “Das ist kaput!” (“That is 
broken!”)

Hermann applied the wrench to the stubborn lug nut but 
to no avail. He looked at me with surprise and disgust and 
uttered, “It is damaged!” I felt about two inches tall. Here 
I had borrowed his dad’s tool and now, probably through 
ignorance, had damaged it.

By the end of the week, Rico was ready to roll. In addition 
to new standard and emergency brakes, Hermann had 
proudly applied red, white, and blue racing stripes. 
Hermann certainly had embraced and enhanced the spirit 
of Rico. We were now ready for our maiden voyage to 
Munich and Vienna. n

Reisen mit Rico, Travels with Rico
An Anthology of Memories, from Landgut Burg, Stanford-in-Germany, 1968-1971

Landgut Burg, Stanford-in-Germany Campus. Beutelsbach, West Germany

Used with permission from Tod Tolan

Story 5

Story 6

Fahren nach München 
und Wien
Driving to Munich and 
Vienna
By Tod Tolan, Group XXIV

I had been working for several weeks, preparing Rico 
for Autobahn travel. Finally Rico was ready for 

‘Fahren’! Dick Kasbeer, Peter Jensen, and I conspired 
with Rico to travel eastward to München, BRD (Munich, 
West Germany), and then to our ultimate destination, the 
Stanford-in-Austria campus in Wien (Vienna, Austria). 
This, our first major adventure out of West Germany, 
buoyed our spirits. After a hearty breakfast of Herr 

Schubert’s oatmeal and Brötchen mit Marmalade, we 
garnered a sack lunch each, Dick’s Schlafsack (sleeping 
bag) and Peter’s incendiary pocket warmer. Although the 
roads were clear, the sky was overcast and the ground was 
covered with snow in the 20 F (-5 Celsius) degree climate.

Rico performed admirably in the slow lane of the 
Autobahn from Stuttgart to München (see map that 
follows). But soon the interior temperature of the tiny 
car resembled that of the outside. There had been many 
mechanical issues to address with Rico. Unfortunately, 
I had not had time to address the problem of heat and 
defrost inside the cabin. Rico sported a tiny stick-on 
thermometer, on the inside windshield. Dick reported that 
the temperature inside the car was 2° C! Soon the moisture 
from our breath froze on the INSIDE of the window! 
As the driver steered, the front seat passenger scraped 
the frost, clearing the driver’s vision. The back seat 
passenger snuggled inside the Schlafsack while clutching 
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Peter’s pocket warmer. Every 30 minutes we would rotate 
positions. In spite of our personal discomfort, Rico purred 
to perfection. Our earliest thrill of the journey amply 
revealed Rico’s resolute competitive spirit. 

Rico Overwhelms a Mercedes Benz
The Deutsche Autobahnen and the high-powered German 
vehicles that prowl them are a tribute to German postwar 
engineering. To be sure, the BMW, Audi, and Porsche 
automobiles are prized the world around. We had heard 
stories of how the faint of heart should never venture into 
the left schnell (high-speed) lane of the Autobahn. There 
is, in fact, NO maximum speed limit in the links (left) 
lane. The drivers of Mercedes, BMWs, & Porches are fond 
of flashing their headlights as they approach your backside 
at speeds in excess of 200 km/hr (90 miles per hour). 
Consequently, we were resolved to persevere in our frigid 
state, sheltered in the more sedate pace of the slow right 
lane.

We must have been about three hours out of Stuttgart 
traveling eastward when we started downhill. Still in the 
right lane, we noticed an older model Mercedes sedan in 
front of us. We seemed to be gaining on the Mercedes 
slightly when I suggested to Dick, who was driving at the 
time, that he should disengage the gearshift. Once we were 
coasting, our pace to overtake the Mercedes increased. As 
we neared the pale yellow sedan it appeared that we might 
have enough speed to pass the car before the downhill 
grade flattened. In unison, Dick, Peter and I started 
rocking forward and calling out “Go, go, go” as Dick 
directed Rico out into the heralded left lane and around the 
Mercedes.

Still gaining speed, we reached the bottom of the hill and 
pulled back into the right lane in front of the cautious 
Mercedes. We cheered and congratulated ourselves.
Rico had shown his true metal. It somehow didn’t seem so 
cold inside the cabin for the remainder of the trip. n

Story 7

Rico’s Triumphant 
Return from Vienna
By Tod Tolan, Group XXIV

In a recent phone conversation Richard Kasbeer 
reminded me that the return ‘Reise’ from Vienna was 

just as interesting as the fore trip, but in a different way. 
Besides Dick, Peter, and myself, several other Landgut 
Burg students were visiting the Stanford-in-Austria 
campus that weekend. We ran into Anne Brennan, Ann 
Darby, and Karen Stone. Some of us visited the famous 
‘Stadts Oper’, the Viennese Opera House, on Saturday 
night. For just a few schillings we experienced the 
“Zauberflöte” (Mozart’s ‘Magic Flute’). I recorded the aria 
from that piece while sitting in the fourth balcony. It is to 
this day, my favorite operatic section. Before intermission 
I visited the men’s restroom. What a surprise that was!

The large marble room was devoid of people except for 
an older portly Frau. At first, I thought that I was in the 
ladies’ lounge, but the sight of the urinals convinced 
me that indeed this was the ‘Herren Toilette’, or men’s 
restroom. For a schilling or two this ‘matron’ would sell 
three squares of toilet paper. Just THREE squares! “Well, 
I never. Next time,” I figured, “I’ll bring my own!”

Sunday morning we were discussing return transportation 
options. The three girls planned to hitchhike back to 

Stuttgart, but chivalrous Richard offered to accompany 
them. This left room for two students to join Peter and me 
in Rico. The ladies drew straws to see who would ride and 
who would hitchhike with Dick. Feisty Anne Brennan, 
known auf der Burg simply as ‘AB’ drew the short straw. 
I dropped Dick and AB off at the autobahn on-ramp 
heading out of Vienna at 11 am. It was cold, gray and 
threatening to sleet as I bid them “Good luck, Gute Reise”.
Two hours later, Peter Jensen, Ann Darby, Karen 
Stone and I departed the Stanford-in-Austria campus 
comfortably nestled in Rico. As we approached the 
autobahn on-ramp, two forlorn figures stood shivering 
in the winter wind. Dick recalls being thoroughly 
discouraged by the lack of traffic and their hitchhiking 
failure. It was too late for Dick and AB to catch the train 
westward. We all agreed that it would be a very tight fit, 
but there really wasn’t a better option. Was Rico up to 
this challenge—six adults for seven hours all the way to 
Landgut Burg?

I vaguely recall AB sitting on Peter’s lap in the navigator’s 
seat. Dick, Karen and Ann squeezed into the rear bench. 
Luggage? Who knows? Seven hours later, back on the 
Burg, a shoehorn was needed to extract us from Rico. 
Everyone agreed that Rico was awesome that day, 
carrying 6 adults all the way from Vienna to Stuttgart with 
never so much as a whimper or complaint. The legend 
continued to grow. n




