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The President’s Corner Michael Epstein

Ahhhhh….I remember 
winters in Colorado 
when I was driving 
my ‘57 Beetle as my 
only mode of trans-
portation for 4 years 
there. I really miss 
this time of year in the 
Rockies or anywhere 
else you have your 4 
seasons. There’s nothing like looking out your windows 
and seeing snow fall while somewhere, you can hear holi-
day songs and feel the warmth of the holidays ushering in 
a new year, but it’s seeing the snow that makes it real for 
me and I miss that in KC.

I’ll never forget the night I came home after work, big 
snow that day so the road  that was only one VW wide to 
the house I was living in was pretty deep and my first run 
up the hill resulted in me being stuck heading up stream 
on a very narrow road. Nothing else to do but get out of the 
car and start jerking the car upward with the over riders 
and turning it as I did until I had it turned 180 degrees and 
pointing down the hill, so back in the car and another go at 
it and I made it. I miss those adventures in the Beetle.

I must apologize that I didn’t wish everyone Happy Holi-
days and a Happy New Year from everyone here at the 
VVWCA. I can’t think in terms that allow me to think in 
advance and see what’s coming up by the time you get this 
column. So... we hope you had a wonderful holiday season 
and good health to you all.

This year is a big year for Volkswagen and we hope to 
bring you some event coverage of what will be going 
around this year. Volkswagen turns 80 years old!!! The 
1993 Volkswagen lineup has just been considered vintage 
by the VVWCA. Our beloved Herbie turns a cool 50 years 
old and the hot hatchback, the pocket rocket itself, the GTi 
turns 35. WOW! That’s a load of stuff. 

One show that will be celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of Herbie and the 35th anniversary of the GTi, is the 36th 
Annual Arthritis Foundation Classic Auto Show & Cruise-
In, July 5-7, 2018. Volkswagen is an “Honored Marque” at 
this show. Dublin Metro Center, 555 Metro Place North, 
Dublin, Ohio 43017. 100% of your admission goes directly 
to the Arthritis Foundation, so be there or be square!

At this time we are working to update the stale and antique 
wording on our website and bring it up to date, something 

that’s easily over-
looked and a big 
job for the editor. 
I want to point out 
some major changes 
in the Chapters and 
Reps pages. They 
are now one page 
and will be listed by 
state in alphabetical 
order. These folks 
have volunteered 
their time to just be 
there for you if you 
have any questions 
about anything VW 
related, so don’t hesi-
tate to get in touch with them. Also is a change in word-
ing on the membership page which allows up a handling 
time of up to 8 weeks due to the nature of sending out a 
bi-monthly newsletter. New members only can expect this 
delay but you should always expect a confirmation e-mail 
and welcome letter, again this is for new members only. 
We appreciate your renewals as well. If you would like a 
confirmation of your payment being received, please send 
note in proper section in your PayPal payment. Any issues 
with membership, please contact Jim Howland at member-
ship@vvwca.com. 

Last but not least, as we enter this new year, I want to 
thank the chapters that have renewed their chapter mem-
bership, as well as the new chapters who have joined.  I 
want to give special thanks to all those who have served as 
past reps for our group of enthusiast and helping to keep 
the lines of communication open. 

Happy New Year! n

Moving? 
Don’t move without telling us! We don’t want you to miss a 

single issue of the VintageVoice and get left behind wondering 

what happened to your membership. Please send your change of 

address and e-mail to: Jim Howland, Membership Coordinator, 

P.O. Box 119, Mclean, VA 22101, or e-mail Jim at membership@

vvwca.com first, we’ll work out the rest. Thank you for making 

our job a little easier.
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About 20 years ago I started writing for the VintageVoice 
a series of articles about “Volkswagen by the Years”, 
covering the history of the Volkswagen organization and its 
cars, from 1931 until the end of Beetle production in 2003. 
Since than I have continued researching the VW history and 
have found details not included in my original articles. Now 
I am in the process of updating the original information, 
encouraged by our club’s president and by others. We 
know there are members new to the VVWCA and others 
who missed the stories the first time around and may be 
interested in updated versions.
 

Volkswagen in 1934
MANY PROJECTS IN PROGRESS AT 
PORSCHE AND FIRST DETAILS ABOUT  
THE PEOPLE’S CAR
   
1934 began with Porsche showing for the first time publicly in 
January the new Formula One race car he had been working 
on with the help of and for the Auto Union Company since 
1932. It impressed everyone who saw it. With its new torsion 
bar suspension set up, it’s mid-engine layout, rear swing axles 
and above all, with its sleek streamlined body, it was a real 
breakthrough, a milestone in race car development.

January was also the month Porsche submitted his famous 
“Expose about the Design of a German People’s Car” at the 
suggestion of Adolf Hitler to the German Transport Depart-
ment of the government. This expose, which was submit-
ted on the 17th was a recap of ideas and technical details 
Porsche and Hitler had discussed over the previous months. 
The proposal did put down in general terms the technical 
specifications and included a number of sketches. 

Hitler, Inspired by the discussions he held with Porsche and 
reading his proposal he picked up on the people’s car idea 
for the first time publicly in his speech at the opening of the 
annual national car show in Berlin on March 3rd, Unaware 
of the discussions held between Hitler and Porsche, the Ger-
man Auto manufacturers Association held a meeting April 
11th to respond to Hitler’s call for a car for the people. Ben-
efiting from Hitler’s policies resulting in an increase of their 
business they thought it expedient to keep Hitler happy. 
During their meeting, many different ideas were kicked 
around to please Hitler without coming to any conclusions. 
One decision made was to submit to Hitler a list of all 
reasonable priced cars they were producing or which were 
in the planning stages soon to be ready for release. Their list 
of cars was submitted to Hitler on May 5 they thought that 
should give him enough of a choice of cars from which He 

could select one that to designate as the Volkswagen. 

Independently and encouraged by Hitler’s mentioning of the 
Volkswagen idea in his speech, the Porsche design office 
went to work and entered in its list of projects on April the 

The Historian’s Corner Heinz Schneider
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27th for the first time the Project 60. This was the project 
number which was used during the entire development and 
the early production time of the Volkswagen. On this very 
same day, April 17, two sketches, were made and listed as 
the sketch #803 and #804 showing details of Porsche em-
ployee’s ideas for a Volkswagen.
 
The idea proposed by the established car manufacturers for 
Hitler to pick a car from their list of cars as a Volkswagen 
was against what Hitler and Porsche had in mind. They 
wanted a uniquely German car. After lengthy discussions 
during the months of April and May by the RDA, to which 
Porsche was eventually invited, the car manufacturers gave 
up and signed a contract with Porsche on June 22nd, in 
which he agreed to build a prototype of a Volkswagen. They 
car manufacturers were kicking the can down the road, as 
they would say today. The never expecting the Porsche sug-
gestion could be realized. 

Before the contract was even signed, more drawings were 
made and listed at the Porsche office by Porsche’s employ-
ees with different ideas of a Volkswagen. Even though the 
drawings submitted with the original expose showed an 
opposed four cylinder engine, drawing #839 from June 1st, 
showed a transverse engine. Next day June 2nd, a drawing 
of a Volkswagen had a radial three-cylinder engine. Indicat-
ing early on that there was no agreement of what engine 
to use. As far as the body style was concerned, in both 
sketches the car looked a lot like the body style used by Re-
utter for the NSU Type 32 car. A car Porsche was working 
on at the very same time. Later in 1934, another drawing 
#1077 showed for the first time the layout of the chassis this 
time with a double piston, double cylinder engine. Again 
showing that at Porsche, at that time, they had no idea what 
engine to use for the Volkswagen.

Towards the end of 1934 on December 7th, Porsche request-
ed authorization to build a third prototype of a Volkswagen. 
No explanation has ever been given for the need for a third 
prototype. Up to this time Porsche had only made sketches 
and had not even started to work on a first prototype, known 
as the V1 and the on second one, a convertible known as the 
V2. For the convertible no authorization was ever officially 
given. There is no information whether the original contract 
was amended accordingly and how Porsche was to be com-
pensated for the additional cars. Nevertheless, a third proto-
type was authorized on December 7th. 1934. This was the 
last of decisions taken regarding the Volkswagen in 1934.

A copy of the actual above mentioned proposal as well as the 
text of the contract Porsche signed to build a prototype can be 

found in the book: “The Beetle, the Chronicles of the People’s 
Car”  Volume Two, by Etzold, ISBN 0-85429-648-4.

Most Volkswagen historians put the development of the 
Porsche project 32, the other project Porsche was working 
on at the same time, the Car for NSU, in 1933.  The year I 
have covered that particular car extensively. However, there 
in a recent book published by the “AutoMuseum Wolfsburg 
which puts its development in 1934. According to that book, 
first negotiations about the Porsche Project 32 for NSU had 
started in August 1933. Late December first drawings were 
submitted by the Porsche office to NSU and by July 27th 
1934, the NSU prototypes were on the road being tested for 
150 000 km each. If this is true and it sounds very believ-
able, that would mean that from the time the drawings were 
submitted to NSU, to the time the first test were made, only 
7 months had passed. A remarkable feat especially in light 
of the time it took Porsche to get the Project 60, the Volk-
swagen project on the road. After the testing during 1934 
the project 32 was cancelled and the lack of financing to 
start production was given as the official reason at the time 
or because Fiat objected. In a letter published after the war 
by the head of NSU the actual reason for giving up with 
the car project was that he did not wanted to be in conflict 
with Hitler’s car developed at the same time by Porsche, 
the Volkswagen. It should be noted here that in drawings 
to NSU and for the Volkswagen the first drawings of the 
engine showed, cylinders being exactly opposite each other 
but later changed to being offset by NSU.

1934 DATES
January 17: At the suggestion of Hitler, Porsche hands over 
his now famous exposé for the design of a German people’s 
car to the German government.
March 3: At the German auto show Hitler said: “An afford-
able car would bring joy to the masses”.
June 22: A contract was signed between Porsche and the 
German car manufacturer’s association, the RDA, to build 
one Volkswagen in 8 months for 200 000 marks. 
September 24: Xavier Reimspiess joins Porsche team.
November 21: An organization is formed by the national-
ized unions for the enjoyment of the German Workers. This 
strength through joy organization, the KDF, for its German 
initials, would later, in 1937 finance the entire Volkswagen 
project, the building of the factory as well as the further 
development of the car by Porsche. 
December 14. Porsche requests authorization to build an 
additional third prototype. This has been explained also at 
times as permission for three more prototypes. 
December 17. Porsche renounces his Czech citizenship at 
the insistence of Hitler and becomes German.  n
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The Historian’s Corner (continued)

1.    What got you started in the VW hobby?  
My oldest brother was a VW nut. About 1956 when 
he was getting out of the army he had one sent to 
the US from Germany. It had a canvas insert in the 
roof; we would open it and up and throw papers 
out of the roof.  That was my first VW exposure 
and I liked it. My Dad almost caught the bug also; 
he got brochures on the Kombi van and the pickup 
and considered buying one new. However, he never 
pulled the trigger. Back to the original question 
– when my brother died he had a 1975 type II 
Westphalia camper bought at a police auction. He 
had told me that he had put in a 2000 cc engine.  
I bought it from the estate thinking sight unseen 
thinking I could fix it up a little and have fun with 
it.  When I went to pick it up I began to realize I 
had invested in a money pit.  All tires were flat 
and would not hold air, the front end was bashed 
in severely, and it was full of junk. I had to put 
new tires on it before I could even pull it out of the 
garage. I rented a car carrier and took it home. So I 
had a VW and the bug.

2.    What was your first VW? My first VW was a 1972 
beetle.  In its previous life it had been an Amsterdam 
police cruiser working the red light district. The 
owner that sold it to me was an ex-pat going home.  
My situation was not good but promising. I had just 
moved to Holland after getting a divorce. Not only 
was I broke, but I owed the ex money to buy back 
my company pension from her. I was to receive 
a car allowance from my company and I used it 
to buy the car.  When she delivered the car it was 
caked with mud – I thought it strange because I was 
sure she never drove it off-road.  When I washed 
it I discovered mud had been used to fill the rust 
holes.  It was serviceable transportation and I had 
fun with it and developed a romance with VW’s. 
When I replaced the car I gave it to a young kid on 
our softball team – he had a DAF that would not 
run, a wife and baby and no money.  He fixed it up 
– repaired the rust holes and so forth. Then a drunk 
neighbor crashed into it while it was parked on the 
street.

3.    What VW(s) do you currently own? At great 
expense I have restored the 1975 Type II camper.

4.    What are your favorite VW years/models? Like 
my Dad I love the VW pick ups.  I had a left over 
hippie friend with a crew cab model and  I loved 
going places with him – an adventure always.  
Before I left Holland I went to a dealer to buy a 
new one.  He told me that he had a huge inventory 
and could not sell them so he was happy to see 
me and would give me a deal. I asked him about 
procedure to export it  to the US and he told me 
he had no clue, but he would call Wolfsburg. The 
VW rep in Wolfsburg advised me strongly not to 
do it so I walked away from the deal.  I regret that 
to this day …. I think I could have managed it.

5.    What VW would you like to own if you  
could have any VW ever built? A VW crew cab 
pickup of course is my dream vehicle.

6.    What other hobbies do you enjoy? Travel.

7.    What would be your best VW day ever? My 
favorite VW trip was driving from Amsterdam 
to Garmisch-Partenkirchen and back with two 
crazy American sisters.  The trip took several days 
staying in gast houses along the way,  We got a 
bill ( I still have it somewhere) 30 DM slaffen, 
30 MK essen, 40 MK trinken. You can see where 
this is going.  They began to buy stuff and even 
convince me to buy stuff.  The coup de gras was 
when the sister of my friend bought five foot tall 
lamplighter carved in Bavaria. The entire bug was 
filled with stuff with just enough room for the 
three of us so sit.

8.    Do you know or have you ever owned a copy of 
John Muir’s idiot book? I have a copy.

9.    What is your pet peeve that people do to their 
cars? I think a car is a very personal thing so I am 
not bothered by what people do to them.

10.   What is the most treasured VW part, book, 
or toy? y son gave me a boogie board with a 
painting of a VW split window from Hawaii. n

Ten Questions with Roger Mays
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VW in Hannover
On March 5, 1955, Volkswagen broke ground on a new 
factory in Hannover-Stoecken, Germany, and just over 
one year later, on March 8, 1956, the first Hannover-built 
Type 2 Transporter rolled off the assembly line. Sixty 
years later, on March 9, 2016, the Historical Museum of 
Hannover debuted a new exhibit entitled The Bulli build-
ers, which commemorates both the Volkswagen van and 
its lasting impact on the regional economy.

Developed from a 1947 sketch by Dutch Volkswagen 
importer Ben Pon, who sensed demand for a Beetle-based 
bus among commercial buyers, the first Type 2 (known 
in Europe as the “Bulli”) rolled off the assembly line in 
Wolfsburg, Germany, on March 8, 1950. By the end of 
the first year, total production reached 8,001 units, but as 
demand for both the Beetle and the Type 2 increased, the 
Wolfsburg plant, which could build just 80 buses per day, 
could no longer meet demand.
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Hannover was chosen as the location for Volkswagen’s 
newest plant largely for its access to transportation, 
namely the Mitteland Canal. From the beginning, plans 
for the Hannover factory were ambitious: The site would 
occupy 1.1 million square meters (roughly 272 acres), 
making it, at the time, the largest production facility in 
Europe.

By May of 1955, just two months after ground breaking 
during a particularly snowy winter, roughly 2,000 con-
struction workers were involved with the building of the 
plant. To ensure that the factory was productive from its 
first day of operation, Volkswagen began the process of 
training line workers in Wolfsburg the same month, and a 
special train departed the Hannover station each morning 
at 4:10 a.m. to reach Wolfsburg in time for the morning 
shift. Four thousand new employees (including 25 wom-
en, a rarity in German factories at the time) were hired 
ahead of the Hannover plant’s opening, and in February 
of 1956 the rail connection to the plant, the last significant 
construction milestone, was completed.

Bulli production in Hannover begins on March 8, six 
years to the day that the first Type 2 was completed in 

Wolfsburg. Initially, the factory produced 230 buses per 
day, but in 1962, just six years later, the Hannover plant 
celebrated the assembly of its one-millionth transporter. 
Six decades (and five generations of Volkswagen Trans-
porters) later, the Hannover plant remains the area’s 
largest industrial employer (with 14,500 workers) and the 
region’s largest training operation (with 750 apprentices).

The Bulli builders will mark the occasion with displays of 
vintage Transporters on loan from Volkswagen’s own col-
lection, as well as video footage from workers employed 
at the plant over the years. Photo displays will also ex-
plain the history of the plant and its economic impact on 
the region, and three days per week, Volkswagen appren-
tices will be on hand to demonstrate the latest production 
techniques to museum visitors.

The Bulli builders runs through June 26 at the Historical 
Museum of Hannover in Hannover, Germany. For more 
information, visitHannover.de. n

Vintage Munk’s
Taking the bugs

out of your Beetle
since 1969
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Fond Memories 
By Bill Sykes Sr. 
Thanks to Ida Ruth Schleiemacher (North Houston VW Club) for sending us this story. 
Additional pictures from Michael Epstein’s Archive. 
I had friends who persuaded me to write and tell you about my experiences 
and travels in my 1963 Type 1 Volkswagen, which I have named “Baby love.” 
In August 1963 I purchased a new Type 1 Volkswagen in Furth, Germany.  
This is a town near Nuremberg.  I paid $1275.00 dollars for the car with a sun 
roof and radio.  “Baby love” has toured in a total of 14 different countries.  I 
drove it as far north as approximately 250 miles south of the Arctic Circle in 
Norway.  My tours also included travels as far south as Pompeii, Italy.  To see 
as much in my travels as I did, I had to drive all night and then tour all the 
sites during the day as I could. 
The first trip the Volkswagen Dealer wanted me to put about 500 miles on it 
before I left so he could adjust valves and other things.  Over the weekend I 
put about 250 miles before we left.  One thing I will say about the Volkswagen 
Dealership is that I took my V W back to them at every scheduled service time 
after about 2500 miles.  I had taken it in for service, picked it up Saturday 
afternoon and it was cold, so I drove into the shop over the grease pit and 
walked down to look under it - no service had been done, which I had paid for.  
As a mechanic I could tell the oil had not been changed or the filter, or lube.  
The dealer had stamped my service book that it had been serviced. (I still 
have the service book.)  Then on the first trip, I drove south on the smallest 
road ever on the way from Nuremberg to Ulm, Zurich, Bern, Lausanne, 
Geneva, Lyon, Montpellier and on to Barcelona, Spain.  We arrived about 
2:30 am and awoke about 8:00 am and the 6th fleet had come ashore; there 
must have been 3,000 sailors on leave that weekend.  The best ham and 
eggs I have ever eaten were in Barcelona.  Baby love made the trip with no 
problems. 
My second trip was to Italy.  We spent our first night in Zell-Am-Zee, Austria.  
Toward the end of 1944 the Porsche family lived here.  I did not know this at 
the time I was there.  We got up early and left, about two miles out town we 
saw two ladies and stopped and picked them up.  They were from Paris, 
France.  I will say more about them later. 
One of my most remembered trips was to the Leaning Tower of Pisa.  We 
arrived about 11:30 pm.  With the light shining on the Tower it was the most 
beautiful sight I have ever seen.  Then we drove on to Rome.  I did not see 
much as I should have in Rome and now I regret that. 

Above: original advertisement from the VW 
dealer in Furth, Germany. 

Left: Baby love and Bill Sykes somewhere in 
Scotland.

(Continued on Page 11)
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(Continued from Page 9)

Now you have to understand that I am a Baptist 
raised in Mississippi and I never have been to 
another church denomination.  My friend was 
Catholic, which I am very thankful for because I 
would not have known about the Vatican.  The 
ceiling in the Sistine Chapel was a most 
interesting site to see. 
We left St. Peter and went down the street to an 
USO club and had coffee and donuts, then we 
went to see the Glory of Rome.  The Coliseum 
towering above the bustling traffic of Rome and 
the enormous bulk of the Coliseum still stands 
as a link to her mighty imperial past. 
I have pictures of Baby love in front of St. Peter 
and the Coliseum.  We left Rome after three 
days of touring around and sight seeing, and 
then we headed the ’63 VW south to Pompeii.  If 
I had to list all my sites that I saw in all my 
traveling on a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being the best, 
Pompeii would be # 2 (# 1 would be the  

The Colonade, Amaliaborg Castle, Copenhagen (Denmark) 
(courtesy of Michael Epstein) 

museum in Dunkerque.)  Pompeii, the summer resort for the wealthy Romans near the bay of Naples, was wiped out in 
one horrifying day when Mount Vesuvius erupted on August 24, 79, AD.  In destroying the city the volcano also preserved 
it for all time.We left Pompeii and headed north to Rome, to Firenze, Bologna, Bolzano.  We were getting close to the 
Austria border and we wanted to go through Innsbruck, Austria, where the winter Olympics were held; the ladies wanted 
to go back to Zell-Am-Zee to see some friends before going back home to Paris.  These ladies took our cameras and our 
only good road map and my 8 mm movie camera which we didn’t know until we were at the border waiting in traffic to be 
checked through when we saw something we wanted to take a picture of but there were no cameras.  We parked Baby 
love on the side of the road and took everything out and looked for our cameras and map, NO LUCK.  This little border 
town only had two guesthouses and a train station.  We searched  the guesthouses, train station and walked back looking 
into the cars that were in line to cross the border, NO LUCK.  (More about the ladies later.)  We made the trip back to 
Nuremberg fine and Baby love ran good with no trouble out of the 40hp engine, about 25 mpg. 

Brunigstrasse, Germany  (courtesy of Micheal Epstein) 

My third trip was to Paris.  We arrived at the 
Germany and France border checkpoint just across 
the Rhine River.  The guard asked me if I had any 
cigarettes or liquor (which I didn’t either).  I told him 
that I did not but he said that all Americans smoke 
and drink, so three guards took everything out of the 
VW, front and rear seat, all luggage, checked the 
engine compartment, took out the spare tire, and 
then said that I could go.  I had to put everything back 
in the car myself.  We arrived outside of Paris about 
1:30 am and found a very small hotel for the night.  I 
talked to the night clerk about the 2nd World War, he 
showed me his hands and all ten fingers had been 
broken.  He said that the Gestapo had done that to 
him to get him to talk about the French resistance but 
he told them nothing.  I was very impressed. 
One thing I will mention here is about the two ladies 
we picked up in Zell-Am-Zee, in Austria.  I had gotten 
their address from them and told them if I came to 
Paris one day I would look them up.  I got in a cab

one day and said to take me to this address; the driver handed the address back to me and said that I did not need to go 
there, he said that it was a bad place and would not take me.  (I still have the address.) 
In Paris as we toured around and drove up and down the Champs-Elysees, I have an 8 mm movie as I stood in Baby 
love’s sunroof and took the movie.  We toured Paris and had a good time.  We left Paris heading to the English Channel; 
one of the most awesome sites was that half track, tanks and trucks sitting in the fields with wheels and track blown off  

(Continued on Page 12) 
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(Continued from Page11)

with a sign saying “DO NOT ENTER-LANDMINE”, written in seven languages.  This was in 1963 so World War II had not 
been over that long.  I can still see the pictures in my mind.  I did not learn anything about the World War II in High School 
(could be because I had a very fine 1955 Chevy 2 door with a hard top.)  On the English Channel in a small town 
museum, I learned a lot about World War II and the men who died there in that war.  We went inside about 2:30 pm and 
did not come out to about 8:00 pm; it was great.  The next day we headed back to Furth, Germany.  It was a very good 
trip, no trouble out of Baby love. 

Map used by Bill Sykes during his European travels. 

University Library, Louvain (Belgium)  (courtesy Michael Epstein) 

My next trip was the only one that I had any 
problem with my VW and it was somewhere in 
Belgium.  A small piece of enamel came off the 
spark plug center electrode and made a knocking 
sound.  My friend started walking to see about 
getting some help; meanwhile I tried to see what 
was making the sound.  I noticed that the sound 
started to go away, so I started to drive it.  By the 
time that I picked up my friend the sound 
mysteriously went away.  Many years later when I 
tore down the 40 hp engine, you could see where 
the enamel had made an indention in the piston.  
We drove to Calais and took the ferry to Dover on 
to London, England.  We had a good time and saw 
all the sites, but after touring around in Baby love it 
started to miss.  I would take it outside of town to 
run it real hard and it would clear up and run good.  
We went back to London and toured for the day and 

(Continued on Page 13)
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(Continued from Page12)

it would start missing again.  In London I had a picture taken of me standing by the London Bridge (I was so young).  I 
went to Lake Havasu , Arizona, in 2003; they have moved that bridge there and I stood at the same place.  I had no one 
to take my picture there but will go back.  We made it back to Germany before changing the spark plugs.  We left London 
headed to Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester and then to Newcastle and on to Glasgow, Scotland.  We made it back to 
Nuremberg without any trouble. 

Arsenal, Willemstad (the Netherlands).  (courtesy Michael Epstein). 

My next trip was to Frankfort, Germany.  I stopped in to 
see an old buddy, Sidney, and I joined up on the buddy 
plan; he was in Frankfort and I was in Nuremberg, well 
at least we were both in Germany.  I drove on to 
Dusseldorf and to the Netherlands, Amsterdam.  I had 
been driving for many hours and decided to take a 
lunch break.  I pull off the road and in front of some 
Dutch windmills, while I was eating a peanut butter 
sandwich, I never realized how enormous the windmills 
actually were.  I have a stature of the little mermaid 
that sits at the entrance of the Copenhagen Harbor, as 
a memorial to Hans Christian Anderson fairytale.  
(About a month before that I got there someone had 
cut her head off, but it was replaced when I got there.)  
It is felt to symbolize the Port seafaring tradition.  From 
Amsterdam to Rotterdam, Antwerp and Bruxelles, 
Belgium, we left Belgium headed to Luxembourg. 

Frankfurt (Germany)  (courtesy Michael Epstein) 

We wanted to go through Luxembourg in the daytime because at one 
time it was one off the small Countries.  It had turned cold and we 
were getting close to Luxembourg when we saw a sign that said 
“Luxembourg 6 K”.  It was about 11:00 pm and we were very tired.  
We pulled off to the side of the road and my friend got in the back 
seat in a sleeping bag.  I slept in the front seat and stretched out the 
best I could.  People this is true, the next morning I looked out Baby 
love left door glass and said to myself we had a little frost last night.  
At that time I pushed the button on the radio and the announcer said 
“this is the armed forces network and we had eight inches of snow 
last night”.  Folks, I opened the door and sure enough we had eight 
inches of snow.  We spent the next two days trying to get back to 
Nuremberg.  We went through Luxembourg and made a left turn and 
took on a small mountain.  A few cars and busses had tried to make it 
over but the bus had made it about half way up and had to stop.  My 
friend and I had come up with a plan, he would drive and I would 
stand on the rear bumper of Baby love.  We went back down the 
mountain to get a good fast running start and a guy said he needed a 
ride, I told him to stand on the bumper on the right side and we made 
it over the top.  Baby love engine was screaming all the way, the man 
kept telling me he needed to get off that we had passed his house, he 
just jumped off.  The snow that accumulated on Baby love stayed on 
and did not melt; only the snow around the engine was all that melted 
a little.  One thing that happened that I had never experienced was 
slush that accumulated under the fender well and froze, as long as 
we went straight it was okay but when I needed to turn I had to get 
out, take my boot and kick some ice from under the finder well so I 
could turn the steering wheel.  Baby love made it back to Nuremberg, 
Germany like it was supposed to do. 

This trip was the next to the last trip in Baby love in Europe.  My friend and I left Nuremberg to go north, hoping to drive to
Helsinki, Finland, and this was a longer trip than it looked on the map.  We went from Nuremberg to Hanover, Germany, 
and on to Denmark.  Baby love was ferried from Frederickshavn, Denmark, to Goteburg, Sweden, and then we drove to 
Oslo, Norway.  In Oslo we went to a Vikings museum which was a very neat museum.  It had a Viking boat that was the  

(Continued on Page 14) 
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real thing; we could not take a picture because of the 
flash, so I have some real bad 8 mm movies of the 
inside of the museum.  We walked outside and Baby 
love had a flat on the left rear.  From Oslo we drove the 
’63 VW north to Hamal, Lillehammer, and on to 
Dombas.  By this time we had the headlamp on all day 
and night.  We stopped in this little town called Visberg 
and went into to this little shop more to walk around 
than to buy anything.  I had walked outside to check 
Baby love oil when this man walked up and asked in 
very good English accent “are you from  America?”  I 
said yes, how did you know, and he said by your 
license plate.  I talked to this man for about fifteen 
minutes when I asked “how far to the Arctic Circle?”  
He said about 250 miles.  I asked “when does it begin 
to snow real bad here?”  He looked up to the sky and 
said, “maybe today, maybe tomorrow.”  I said thanks 
and went inside to get my friend and we started back 
south.  We stopped in Stockholm, Sweden, and the 
only thing I can remember was we went to a movie

Vallingby (Sweden)  (courtesy of Michael Epstein) 

and saw the Beatles in English with Swedish subtitles.  Then we went back to Halinsborg, Sweden, and then to Helsingor, 
Denmark, and then home to Germany.

City Hall, Gorinchem (the Netherlands)  (courtesy Michael Epstein) 

As I ended my travels in Europe I had to take Baby 
love to Bremerhaven, Germany, to be shipped back 
to New Jersey.  As I started my travel in Europe I 
always took food, clothes and the ‘63 V W was 
always loaded down.  I had to adjust the headlamp 
up to see at night.  When I took the ‘63 to 
Bremerhaven it was just me - no clothes, no food.  
That night I went to ride around some and the 
headlamp was so high up I could not see.  I went 
back to my room (and this was December 31, 1964).  
I did not stay up to welcome the New Year in as I was 
real tired.  I did not adjust the head lamp until 
somewhere in New Jersey.  I pulled up to a garage 
door and adjusted them.  The next morning, January 
1, 1965, I took a very tired, very dirty Baby love to the 
dock to be taken to the GOOD OLD USA.  Baby love 
arrived in the USA the 17th of January and I arrived 
on the 18th of January; the Longshoremen called a 
dock strike on the January the 16th 1965. 

After separation from the army, I went to the dock and asked 
this man if I gave him $25.00 would he get my VW off the 
ship.  He said NO.  I said $50.00 but he said NO.  I said 
$75.00 and he said NO.  This man told me that he would not 
touch the car with a 10’ foot pole.  If you were still in the Army 
they would release your car. 
I went to the soldier, sailor and airmen club and got a room.  
For about three weeks I saw a lot of New York.  All this time 
LBJ was saying “the longshoremen will go back to work 
today.”  HA!  The longshoremen went back to work when they 
got what they wanted.  My Mom called and said honey come 
home.  Within a few hours I was on an airplane to Houston, 
TX.  I was home for about four days when the dock strike 
ended; my friend Sidney, who joined the Army with me, had 
his VW send to Houston, TX.  From where he lived, he also 
went back with me to New Jersey to get my VW.  Thanks 
Sidney.

Waterfall Latefoss (Norway)  (courtesy Michael Epstein) 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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Left: Grote Sluisbrug, Harlingen (the Netherlands).  Right: Hochalpenstrasse, Grossglockner (Austria)  (courtesy Michael Epstein)

As I come to the end of my “Fond Memories” Baby love may sit for many weeks and never be started, but when it was 
started I knew it was going to be a long trip.  I have looked out my second floor window and see Baby love covered with 
snow and about 1” of the radio antenna would be showing.  Gas was .90 cent a liter; this was in 1963 and 1964 on the 
market, Shell and Exxon. 
In July 1966, I married my wife in Byram, Mississippi.  Two weeks before I had to do my first valve job on the 40 hp 
engine, about 25,000 miles.  The 40 hp was not a good engine for me, but I am not your average driver.  After our 
honeymoon to Tennessee, Baby love became our daily driver with some vacations.  Our two boys Bill and Brian, born in 
1969 and 1972, were brought home from the hospital in Baby love and also carried them to their first days in school; the 
VW was not cool. 
In 1984 I parked Baby love and have not driven it since.  The speedometer has 110,001 miles on it now.  As I am 
restoring it now, I have a very hard time getting anything done because of all the “FOND MEMORIES”. 
Marco Polo on his deathbed in 1324 declared “I have not told half of what I saw”.  I can relate to this, there is so much 
more I could tell. 

Baby love today (2011) and at the Fourth of July Parade, 2010 

n
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Classifieds
COST: Members receive 2 free classified ads. Limit of two per issue. Non-
members: $10.00. Each ad will appear in two issues of the VintageVoice.

PHOTOGRAPHS: 1 photo per advertisement please. Photos cannot be 
returned, digital preferred.

LIMITATIONS: Ads are published on a space available basis. Copy 
submissions must be typed or legibility hand written. ONLY VW parts, cars, 
toys or literature will be accepted. No cars for sale newer than 1991 can be 
accepted. VVWCA accepts no liability relating to the purchase of an item.

ADVERTISING DEADLINE: All advertisements must be received prior to 
the 15th of the Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep, Nov for the following newsletter. 
SUBMIT YOUR AD TO: editor@vvwca.com

Wanted
Wanted:

1952 Split Bug Crotch Cooler Restoration Project. No Engine. Original 
Condition. $17500 Virginia 540-358-0330

New member looking to buy a 1979 or earlier bus. I’m interested in a Type 
I or 2 that has been well maintained, or restored from a clean original, but in 
either case has been kept in its stock configuration. Prefer a fixed roof (without 
pop-top or sunroof). Dean: (408) 896-9140 dean.mayer@gmail.com

Cars for sale
1950 “Hoffman” split Beetle. Pearl Gray. standard. older 
restoration. head turner. rebuilt 36hp, $45,000 obo Tony, 
540-358-0330

For Sale 1970 Westfalia Pop Top VW Camper Original 
owner. Runs great. Asking $20,000. It has the original operators’ manual, tool 
kit, and A.C. power cord. I also have some parts for sale: original radio, 69-71 
jalousie louvered windows (2), seal kits for the windows, Drivers vent window, 
etc. For more information email: d-c-claes@att.net or call 559-905-2285, Fresno 
CA, U.S.A.

For Sale –  Barn Find: 1973 VW Type II  three-speed automatic, white over 
red, 60,870 miles. Interior and body  in excellent condition; no rust, never driven 
in the salt. Used for pleasure trips and had tender loving care.  Was driven in 
the barn and stored away 19 years ago. Seriously interested buyers only, please.  
(Montgomery County, NY)   betsy43@frontiernet.net

My Beautiful 1962 VW Type I Restored in & out, $15,000, roof rack, pop-outs 
& amp powered radio, also other accessories. Serious inquiries only please. Phil 
Weiner, 9625 SW 15th St., Miami, FL. 33174, 305-552-0982

Parts, etC. for sale
Excellent Karmann Ghia Owners Instruction Manual dated 
August 1959 $38.00 postage paid. Please contact Michael Reece 
II, P.O. Box 5704, So. San Francisco, CA. 94083, 415-334-1343. 
Thank you. 

For Sale: German Metal HARDTOP for 1964 and 
earlier VW Bug Convertible. One-of-a-Kind item 
utilizes front portion of convertible top frame with 
original front wooden bow and chrome VW latches 
on actual VW Bug Roof- including grille. Contour 
of quarter windows may not fit some 50s model VW convertibles. Has salt-and-
pepper carpet headliner with finished interior sides. Currently painted 1973 KG/
Bug Convertible OLYMPIC BLUE. No dents. Rear glass with new rubber. Also 
has fiberglass early style sun visor installed. Price is $700 Cash for VVWCA 
members. No Shipping – will fit in a pick-up truck bed. Come to New Orleans 
and take this top home for your Bug Convertible! Call Barry at 504-733-8633 for 
more information. Leave message with your member id # and I will get back to 
you asap.

Early Ghia conv top frame with two header bow, Insert locking mechanisms 
all in good condition .$200. “Blue cover” Vintage Voice copies from 70s & 
80s, Complete free, but you pay freight. Same deal for, Hot VWs., Late 70s 
-90s., Round tool box, alloy roof rack, speedometers from 50s & early 60s.36 
hp engine with matching split case transmission with only 17 km , 1954 
engine cover and 1967 convertible engine, Cover, also ‘68-70 engine cover, 
Ghia bus and conv trim rings, All OEM, Take lot for 1K, Please contact, 
Elton McCausland, 978-356-5925

Bumper & Body Badges, Large selection to choose from, (1950-1985), 
Condition 9. Early, front & rear bumbers with overriders, C-9, Outside 
sunvisors, C-9.5, 36hp Pot A/el, C-9 (Call about this item). Hella Rear lights, 
look like Reverse lights with hoods, Red and Yellow fluted lenses, not “in the 
box”, C-10, Tail; pipes, real nice, C-9.5. The Arm Rest, Red and Blue, (wide) 
so your arm doesn’t fall off. Chrome pipe and chrome clamp with white piping, 
(KILLER), 50 years of collecting. Call us for prices, VVWCA members always 
get a 10% discount. The Weiner Foundation, Phil Weiner, 9625 SW 15th St., 
Miami FL 33174, 305-552-0982
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The recently published “Remember those great Volkswa-
gen ads?” has been lauded nationally by leading Automo-
tive, advertising and cultural magazines. But for Califor-
nia, the book has a rather special significance. 

This summer no weekend will pass without the aficiona-
dos of one or other of the European car marques holding 
a vintage owners meeting or swap-meet.

It is just one of the many aspects of modern Californian 
life that were born as the sixties swung in. A period that 
saw a generation of kids fall in love with surfing, and a 
generation of drivers fall out of love with the big car diet 
being dished up by Detroit.

With the dollar almighty, on world currency markets, 
savvy west coasters saw European cars as an attractive 
and affordable alternative.

Truth be told, the British, French and Italian imports 
didn’t prove to be a very practical proposition. Freeway 
motoring left them hot and bothered, because unlike Ger-
many’s cars, they came from lands that had no Freeways.

Volkswagen’s bug with its air-cooled, autobahn-friendly 
engine came into its own.

“It’s ugly but it gets you there” proclaimed one of the 
carmaker’s early ads. It also got you there pretty cheaply 
too.

The car maker’s East Coast agency Doyle Dane Bernbach 
had turned both the ad world and motor industry on its 
head with its ‘Lemon’ and ‘Think Small’ ads in the likes 
of The New Yorker magazine.

DDB’s Si Lam–widely acknowledges as the king of LA Posters. VW 
ads–a talking point in episode three of Madmen. Some of the posters 
reworked DDB New York’s ads.

that helped LA  
boards
The

Bugget the
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The first ads ever to ‘tell it like it is’ they are recognised 
throughout the industry, and around the world. as the 
greatest print campaign ever written. They even caused 
the ever cool Don Draper some concern in the third ever 
episode of ABC’s MADMEN.

But how would the West coast be won?

Luckily, Agency boss, the legendary Bill Bernbach had a 
mighty talented Californian Art Director, on his door-
step.

Si Lam had landed a job in the agency’s New York Office 
some years before. After being told there was no vacancy 
but “Stay in touch” he rang founding creative partner 
Bob Gage every Friday for 23 weeks. 

Lam was the natural choice to help set up DDB’s Los 
Angeles office and translate the New York’s agency’s 
revolutionary VW print advertising to billboards, the 
mainstay medium for Californian car ads.

And boy did he do a great job. Never had a car campaign 
created so much impact, with so few words. 

One diminutive portrait of the car declared ‘Small Won-
der’, while another pointed out  ‘It makes your house 
look bigger’. Lam also advised would-be owners that ’It 
won’t drive you to the poorhouse’ and encouraged ‘Mass 
Transit’ with a billboard had nuns lining up to ride in a 
VW Station Wagon.

Until recently these ground-breaking posters were buried 
in the vaults or to be precise, just one vault. They sat 
gathering dust in Si Lam’s portfolio, a treasured posses-
sion of his son Perrin. 

Fortuitously, Alfredo Marcantonio the author of “Re-
member those great Volkswagen ads?” a five times re-
issued book on the VW campaign, tracked Lam Jr down, 
after spotting his name in an obituary to his late father.
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The two met in Los Angeles a few years ago and Perrin 
handed over copies of his father’s long lost work to Mar-
cantonio, who was desperate to feature them in the next 
edition of his much sought after volume.

“Hot off the press I sent a copy to Perrin, who was over-
joyed. As he gratefully acknowledged, finally there is a 
clear and permanent record of his father’s outstanding 
VW poster campaign.”

The latest edition of the book. complete with its brand 
new section on the Los Angeles Poster campaign is now 
available.

Special Thanks goes out to Alfredo Marcantonio for al-
lowing me to print this draft of his story in HAYBURNER 
Magazine, Autumn, 2016 and for the photos. I also want 
to thank John O’Driscoll for the photos he sent me. 

JohnO’Driscoll  joined DDB in London in 1967 as Art 
Director.  It’s been a real pleasure being able to talk to 
these people who had such direct contact with VW in an 
earlier time and put out some amazing ads. 

You can find this book and many more items through our 
website at www.vvwca.com in the Regalia Online Shop 
and CafePress.

Randy Swanson traveled in a VW 
Camper, 36,000 miles across four 
continents, visiting 38 countries, 
spending 2 years on the road, and 
experiencing the trip of a lifetime.  
640 pages are laced with travel 
anecdotes, humorous episodes, 
maps, pictures, and local history.  
The avid adventurer, armchair 
traveler, or VW enthusiast will find 
this book a delightful read.

Purchase Now At:

Only $19.99!

Contact: rstrumpet@aol.com
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Fishheadlouie’s Funnies
Once upon a VW, I stopped by a church garage sale, and 
spotted a yellow ‘67 beetle in the lot. I asked the senior 
ladies in charge of the sale whose car it was. That’s Jo’s. 
It wasn’t Nancy McKeon from The Facts of Life, but a 
75 year-old woman named Joanne. She referred to car 
as “Old Yeller” and said she would never sell it as she 
bought it brand new. I asked if I could exchange con-
tact information with her and check with her every six 
months. She agreed. 

As promised, I kept in touch with her every six months to 
a year. A few years later, I went to the same annual rum-
mage sale, but Jo was not present. Her cohorts explained 
that she had just lost her husband. I called right away to 
offer my sympathies and mentioned I could help out if 
she needed any handy-work or chores done. Of course, it 
wasn’t appropriate to mention the Beetle.  

Six months later, I called again and she explained that 

she didn’t drive the car anymore since she preferred her 
late husband’s automatic Mercury station wagon.  She 
said if I wanted to buy the car, I “could have it.”  

1.First Owner, Joanne Smoody, and 
myself in May 2011 as battery charges.

2. Odometer when purchased; car showed less than 81,000 miles. 
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I raced over to the other side of town with my battery 
charger and extension cord. She told me that she had 
ordered the AM radio and pop-out windows options 
with the car when new. The upholstery was ripped with 
springs visible, the aftermarket bumpers were pitted, the 
radio didn’t work, the plastic dash vents, pop out cov-
ers, and visor clips were disintegrated due to 44 years 
on the sun.  At least, the radials were nearly new. After 
she pointed out all the flaws, she said, “if you still want 
to buy this junky car, you can.” I asked the price she 
would be happy with. “Oh, I dunno, a hundred dollars?” 
I remove one Benjamin Franklin from my bill fold and 
we went in to get the title. The neat thing about buying 
a VW from a female original owner is they usually have 
the original title, manual, maintenance book and card, 
and both sets of keys, which was the case.  I even drove 
Jo’ to the DMV the next day and paid for a duplicate title 
so I could keep the original. 

The car wouldn’t start due to a dead battery, so I plugged 
the charger in arranged for a ride over, later in the day.  
When I returned, the car started right up and I drove it 
home. Some lights didn’t work right away, but by time, 
I got home, both the brake lights and turn signals were 
now working.  Sometimes, a tiny oxidation film gets on 
the fuse or fuse contacts and points over time and just 
using the car  gets the connections working again.
The bug only had less than 81,000 miles on it. I’ve drove 
the car about 3,000 miles before, it needed anything.   
The oil cooler had cracked because the engine to body 
seal was mostly missing. The late Arthur “Smitty” 
Smith of Richmond, VA, pulled the engine, replaced 
the original and rusty muffler which backfired cruis-
ing downhill in neutral, the oil cooler, and all brake 
cylinders and hoses because the car pulled to left when 
I stopped and of course, both body engine seals and fly-
wheel seals were replaced, too.  I have since outfitted the 
car with 67 seats that are not torn, used shiny German 
bumpers, pop-out covers, visor locks, and black dash 
vents.  The AM radio worked, but needed a speaker. I 
found an AM/FM radio Sapphire VI from a guy in Ya-
kima, Washington.  

“Old Yeller” who was originally white, is pretty much 
retired with over 90,000 miles to date. My wife and I 
towed the bug to our wedding venue for wedding photos 
and I adorned the ‘67 with “Just Married” on the rear 
and pop-out windows and tied aluminum cans to the 
bumpers. We dragged those cans as we drove the bug 
all the way home after our wedding ceremony/reception 
with our beloved furry daughter, Kutie, in the back-
seat. I haven’t washed the words off the windows, but 
they have faded. A few weeks later, we drove the car to 
cracker barrel and later that day, someone had posted 

3. Young Kutie looks through vent window in 2012. 

4. Puppy Kutie posing again in 2012.
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photos of it with the fading “Just Married” and single can 
which has remained in tow. I have given Joanne rides in her 
former bug a few times since she sold it to me. She says she 
is glad she sold it to me because I appreciate it. n

Tony Madsen, fishheadlouie@yahoo.com

Vintage Munk’s
Service & restoration

since 1969
We have been working on Volkswagens in
Oakland County, Michigan since 1969 and our
mission remains the same. We treat our clients
like friends and family. We show you what we
�nd, encourage you to get involved, and work
with you ...both quality and budget wise.

We are now the oldest “strictly vintage” shop
in Michigan. We offer a lifetime workmanship 
warranty, we are proud of our commitment to
quality, and we are die-hard Volkswagen lovers. 

We take the bugs out of your Beetle.

Did you ever wish
 there was a book…

that could explain to your friends and
family (and maybe yourself) what’s
so fascinating about these old cars?

This just might
be that book.
Available as a Kindle
e-book for $9.99, or a
paperback for $16.00.

http://midtown.net/dragonwing/On the bus.htm

For more information, visit

Dragonwing Publications – Sacramento, CA

ISBN 9780979063510

7. Adding the finishing  
touches to our wedding  
get-away bug in August 2016.

5. Manassass Speedway Bug-Out with some vw booty I had purchased 
in 2011.

6. Early Morning Highway Shadow in 2011.
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Paul Newman with his 1963 VW convertible Beetle, 
shooting an ad for Volkswagen in the late ’60s. Soon 
afterwards race car builder Jerry Eisert was enlisted 
to stealthily turn this little Bug into a covert Corvette 
killer. Paul Newman’s “Indy VW” would become one 
of the most radical VW Bugs of its time, and a sleeper 
legend was born.

“I know some of the history on Paul Newman’s Bug 
so I thought I would chime in here. In 1986 I opened 
a business in Phelan Ca. Down the street was a race 
team called Rick Mill’s Racing. They had Super V’s and 
Formula Fords. I became friends with the guys on the 
team and attended a few races with them. The driver for 
the team was Tom Contino. Tom’s dad was Sam Contino 
and the story as I understood it was that Sam was at one 
time involved with the Chaffey College racing program. 
One day while visiting the race shop I noticed a car 
under a cover and asked about it. The cover was pulled 
off and I was shown one of the most awesome street cars 
I have ever seen. Paul Newman’s Bug. Tom explained 
to me that the Bug was built for Paul and when he was 
done playing with it he gave the Bug back to the college 
for $1.00. Somehow (I don’t remember the story) Sam 
ended up with the car. It was red/orange in color with 
a monster (Ford?) motor sitting behind the front seats. 
If I remember correctly it had a Pantera drivetrain on 
it. It sounded stock at idle and from the rear the only 
giveaway that it wasn’t stock was the mammoth exhaust 
pipes coming out of the stock location. It had a full roll 
cage with racing seats and a full harness belt system. I 
was lucky enough to get to go out in the car cruising one 
night in Victorville, Ca.

Paul Newman’s 
Beetle 

Sleeper
Hidden 

Corvette 
Killer
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I am 43 years old and have owned some pretty fast cars in my life, 70 Olds 
442 W-30, 12 second Turbo Trans Am. but the Paul Newman Bug was by 
far the fastest thing I have ever ridden in.

Tom explained to me that at one point in time Paul had it at Laguna Seca 
Raceway and put it in a display race against some formula Fords and blew 
them all away. One of Tom’s favorite things to do with the Bug would be to sit 
at the beginning of Hwy 2 (winding road to Wrightwood) along with another 
team member and they would wait for unsuspecting Corvettes and Porsches 
to come by and then they would pass them and blow their doors off!

Basically it was a racing chassis with a VW body on it with slots in the 
hood for the radiator in front. I ended up moving in 1987 and shortly after 
that Tom and his team broke up and I lost all track of them. V8 Bug guy-if 
you have any knowledge of these people or their last whereabouts I would 
appreciate hearing about it so I could track them down again. Maybe you 
could share some pics with us. The things I remember is that the car han-
dled like it was on a rail, and I remember Paul Newman’s name engraved 
on a silver plaque on the dash.” -Anon via

“I did one project that was a lot of fun. Paul Newman came to us and want-
ed to put a Ford engine in the back of a Volkswagen Bug. It took a year 
and a half to complete. He used to call every week and 
ask how things were going. He always asked about our 
race car teams. I believe that he just wanted to get away 
from the other world that he was in so I never once talked 
to him about or asked about his career. He was a real 
gentleman. He used to come down on Saturday mornings 
when he lived out here. One day he brought his daughter. 
I asked her if she wanted to go for a ride in one of our 
fancy dune buggies. She said yes so we asked her dad if it 
was ok. He said yes so we took off. We went over by the 
Orange County Airport where there were empty fields and 
she saw a snake cross the road. She wanted to stop and 
get it but when we went back it had disappeared. Then we 
saw a rabbit running across a field. On the way back she 
saw a bird way up in the sky and exclaimed, “There is a 
red-tailed hawk.” When we returned to the shop her dad 
asked how she liked the dune buggy ride. She said, “Oh, 
we saw a snake, a rabbit and a red-tailed hawk.” That was 
neat. She didn’t really care about the car. She was very 
polite and thanked me for the ride. Nice people. I always 
felt that he came to our shop to get away from his busy 
life so I never asked him about his work or never got an 
autograph, souvenir or took any pictures.

Paul used to come to the shop on Saturday mornings and 
we would take his VW to Orange County Raceway and run 
it around. He just seemed to enjoy being out with the guys 
and sometimes the mechanics and I would drive the car 
around and he would just watch and talk with the guys.

He had another VW with a Porsche engine in it and he was 
always asking me to drive it because he liked it so much.  
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Well, one day as we went to track I said OK. One of our me-
chanics rode with him and I drove his VW with the Porsche 
engine. After we started I thought of the fact that he hadn’t 
been to the track too many times and didn’t remember 
where to turn off. The mechanic probably wouldn’t know to 
tell him. So, I took off to catch them and we ended up catch-
ing them on the San Diego Freeway at about the same time 
he was passing a Camaro. He went on one side and I went 
on the other of the Camaro. We were probably doing well 
over 100 mph when this happened. There is always a pos-
sibility a hot VW is out there somewhere but two of them. 
The Camaro pulled to the side of the road and stopped. I bet 
that he was shook.”  –Kay Kimes

“I got to meet Mr. Newman while attending Chaffey Col-
lege. He had donated a Pantera (351w/ ZF box) powered 
Super Beetle to the College and we had it on Display at 
Ontario Motor Speedway during a NASCAR Race.
He and Bobby Unser walked up to our display and asked 
if they could look at the car.

After looking at the car Bobby asked Paul, ‘Well, why did 
you get rid of it?’ The reply was, ‘My attorney and my 
insurance agent said I had to, before I killed myself!’ They 
both laughed, thanked us and walked away…”  –Anon via

“I got to meet Mr. Newman while attending Chaffey Col-
lege. He had donated a Pantera (351w/ ZF box) powered 
Super Beetle to the College and we had it on Display at 
Ontario Motor Speedway during a NASCAR Race. He 
and Bobby Unser walked up to our display and asked if 
they could look at the car. After looking at the car Bobby 
asked Paul, ‘Well, why did you get rid of it?’ The reply 
was, ‘My attorney and my insurance agent said I had 
to, before I killed myself!’ They both laughed, thanked 
us and walked away…” –Anon via“I attended Chaffey 
College in Alta Loma, California in the early seventies 
because I’d read in Hot Rod Magazine it was one of the 
finest automotive schools in the country. They had an 
accredited racing program with weekday lecture and 
all-Saturday lab, taught by Kent Fisk. They designed, 
built, and operated Formula V cars, an El Camino drag 
car, a scratch-built Bonneville streamliner, a Rambler 
Scrambler Baja 500 car (James Garner, could be a whole 
‘nother website), race car transporter with a 455 Olds en-
gine, and more. While I was earning my A.S. Degree in 
Automotive Technology, I saw the Beetle in the school’s 
storage yard. I was intrigued and asked about it.

The story I was told was Paul Newman wanted to blow 
off the Corvettes and Porsches on Mullholland Avenue 
in Los Angeles with the unlikeliest of cars and commis-
sioned Jerry Eisert, an Indy car constructor, to build it for 
him. He drove it a lot then donated it to Chaffey.

The modified car was originally one color (red) with 
steel wheels in the front, aluminum slot mags in the back 
and no grill in front. Chaffey College had repainted it in 
school colors and installed Keystone wheels. Keystone 
was a much-appreciated sponsor of the school’s many 
racing activities. (I wasn’t sure at the time why or when 
the grill was added, but I noticed later after I began 
working on the car that the radiator cooling fan tempera-
ture switch was broken and replaced it so the fan would 
turn on.) The color photos in this article were taken by 
me at Chaffey College in 1974 and that’s me with the 
car. Everybody at the school called the car “the Newman 
Bug.” (Shouldn’t we have called it ‘the Eisert Bug?’)”  –
Roy Gardner via

“The car easily left long black marks on pavement! One 
author on the internet says he watched Paul Newman do 
smoky donuts at a gathering. I got to drive the car to a 
couple of car shows. On city streets, it was a head-turner 
for those who knew what a VW Beetle is supposed to 
sound like. What, no valve clatter? No fan noise? Just a 
faint deep rumble?

Before I had driven it much, it had a racey-sounding 
lopey idle and I thought it had plenty of power. Then one 
day at school while I was working on it, a small block 
Ford fan student walked by, listened, looked, and pointed 
out a couple of the plug wires were in the wrong order 
on the distributor cap. He quickly rearranged them. The 
engine suddenly had a disappointing grocery-getter putt-
putt idle, but way more oomph!

I read there was going to be a huge Beetle gathering & 
parade at Disneyland. I proposed to Sam Contino that 
we put temporary blue stars on some of the white areas 
of the body so it would look like the American flag, plus 
temporary lettering saying ‘MIGHT MAKES RIGHT,’ 
and go to the meet. Since a school official always had to 
be with the car when it was off school property and it 
didn’t seem like the best use of his time, he declined!

To the best of my knowledge, this very quick & fast car 
has never been wrecked in its 40 years of existence. 
Amazing, but probably because only qualified people 
have driven it!

One day at Chaffey, Sam Contino and a student in the 
body shop program were discussing a non-creased stor-
age dent in the Bug’s left rear fender. The student took 
careful aim, smacked the outside of the fender near the 
dent just once with his hand, and the dent popped out 
with no need for further work. Sam exclaimed, ‘You’re 
hired!’”  –Roy Gardner via n

http://collectorscarworld.com/news/ 
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Regardless of your taste in music, Janis Joplin just couldn’t 
be ignored. The gravel-voiced, psychedelic rocker lived the 
way she belted out song lyrics: with a carefree flamboy-
ance that epitomized the anti-establishment, flower-power 
movement of the late 1960s. 

Joplin, who was only 27 when she died of a drug overdose 
on Oct. 4, 1970, loved to sing, party and drive her favor-
ite car (which wasn’t a Mercedes-Benz, by the way, even 
though she wrote a song about one.) Like the woman her-
self, Joplin’s vehicle of choice was one of a kind: a multi-
colored, hand-painted 1964 Porsche 356C cabriolet that 
will be offered to the public for the first time on Thursday, 
Dec. 10 at RM Sotheby’s “Driven to Disruption” auction 
in New York City. The auction house expects bidding on 
the car to surpass $400,000. 

“This is the most unique celebrity car I’ve ever been in-
volved with,” said Ian Kelleher, car specialist and manag-
ing director of the company’s West Coast Division. “It’s 
different from most celebrity cars because it was female 
owned, and it was owned by such an iconic woman. 

“We make a big deal out of Frank Sinatra’s Jag or his 
Rolls-Royce, but how many other cars did he own? We 
make a big deal out of Elvis Presley’s cars, and his name is 
on what seems like 1,000 titles. People identify with Janis 
Joplin’s car because she drove it often, and she was photo-
graphed a lot driving it. People know the car. It was part of 
who she was. It was an extension of her personality, and I 
can’t think of a better car that defines that idea.” 

Joplin, whose hits include “Piece of My Heart” and “Me 
and Bobby McGee,” purchased the white Porsche in 1968 
and asked friend Dave Richards, a roadie with her band, 

“Big Brother and the Holding Company,” to give it a flashy 
paint job. Calling his creation “The History of the Uni-
verse,” Richards painted flowers, butterflies, mountains 
and astrological signs, as well as Janis and the band – even 
hallucinogenic mushrooms and a bloodied American flag. 
According to Joplin’s younger brother Michael, Richards 
used regular house paint to create the artwork. 

Joplin drove the iconic Porsche whenever she was in 

Janis Joplin’s  

Porsche 356C
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California, and fans would often leave notes under the wind-
shield wiper blades. After Joplin’s death, the car went to her 
manager, Albert Grossman, who let visiting musicians drive 
it. The Porsche was eventually returned to the Joplin family in 
1973, but by then Michael Joplin said the car was “trashed” and 
its famous paint job was flaking off. So the family decided to 
remove the art work. They drove it often for the next 20 years 
before returning it to its former glory for the 1994 play “Love, 
Janis.” The paint shop of the Denver Center Theatre Company 
used hundreds of photographs to recreate the design. Following 
the play’s run, the Porsche was displayed at the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in Cleveland for two decades. 

 That’s where RM Sotheby’s Kelleher saw it for the first time as 
a student at nearby Oberlin College. 

“It blew my mind. It was the coolest thing – so much history,” 
he said. “Nineteen years later, I was at the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame again basically pushing it out so it could be shipped to 
(RM’s facility in) Canada to be prepped for the auction.” 

But why sell it now? Laura Joplin said the sale will an opportu-
nity to enhance her sister’s legacy in unforeseeable ways. 

“As a family, we feel very strongly in protecting, extending and 
honoring Janis’s legacy,” Laura said. “We must consider which 
means will provide the most genuine connection between Janis 
and the hearts and minds of future generations. We love Janis’s 
Porsche and have worked to share it by exhibiting it. However, we feel 
Janis’s potential audience is far beyond the number of people who can 
see the car in person. 

“We’ve come to the difficult but realistic decision to sell (it) and use 
those funds to promote and extend her legacy – be it focused through 
charitable, foundation, museum or other educational interests – in the 
most meaningful ways.” 

Kelleher said pre-auction interest in the car is high. “It’s on par with the 
James Bond Aston Martin cars. I wouldn’t say it exceeds those, but has 
definitely grabbed the public’s attention. It’s a $400,000 to $600,000 
car, which compared to the Bond cars makes it more approachable for 
car collectors and non-car collectors.” 

While Kelleher can only guess what the Porsche will bring at auction, 
he is certain “you’d be hard-pressed to come up with a celebrity female-
owned car as dynamic and unique as this one. It’s a very special car.” 

RM Sotheby’s “Driven by Disruption” event includes 31 “creatively 
styled and pioneering motor cars,” as well as auto-themed artwork and 
memorabilia. For more information, visit www.rmsothebys.com. n
 
Report by Jeff Peek for Hagerty 
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Some of you will recognize the title of this story as the title of the column used by the great late 
Uncle Jerry Jess and his wonderful wife Melissa from the Phoenix, Arizona area.

Jerry was, to say the least, one of the big-
gest toy collectors of the era, though he 
didn’t necessarily collect only vintage and 
rare toys, he collected everything and any-
thing VW and toy related and wrote about 
them for our newsletter for years. He was 
loved by many and I’m sure still missed by 
the old-timers like myself.

This is my homage to Jerry and all the won-
derful toys he introduced us to for all those 
years and who knows how many people he 
started on the road to losing their paychecks 
each week like myself. I think I stopped at 
950 different individual toys before I pulled 
the reins and said this was insanity and I’m 
somewhat glad I stopped then because at 
the rate their making VW toys now, I would 
have to have had a 5 bedroom home to hold 
them all.

Anyway, this article deals with a toy that’s 
a real on-of-a-kind, hand built by someone 
who actually knew what they were doing. 
I saw it on eBay for some time and fell in 
love with its lines and color and the fact that 

Talking Toys
by Mike Epstein
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it looked like a Pinewood Derby from my Cub Scout days but much nicer. Made 
an offer on it and got it.

It’s sleek and the driver looks like “Speed Racer”, it’s mid-engine flat six is turbo 
charged and sits on Michelin tires and gold BBS wheels. Love the “Back To The 
Future” like vents in the rear too. 
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When you take close look at this, you have to see how 
much work must have gone into this, the forming of 
the body, the melding of parts from a plastic model 
most likely 1/24th scale to make the wind screen, side 
vents, stacks, roll bar, seat back, driver, steering wheel, 
exhaust tips, vents, wheels and especially the rear 
spoiler, you really appreciate this piece of art. Great 
graphics though simple, and I love the colors. 

Anyway, as Jerry would say, “Just keep looking, They 
are always out there!” n
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The New Orleans Aircoolers present the First Wings and Wagens Car Show.
Vintage and Modern Volkswagens, Porsche and Airplanes.

This Event is FREE to the Public!

 

creative design studio

Tunes and MC by DJ Eagle • Live music by Roux the Day
Airplane and Helicopter �ights over city.
50/50 ra�e • Silent auction • Door prizes 

If you own a Volkswagen or Porsche of any year and want to enter
your ride there is a $20 pre registration fee if registered by April 30th

$30 on the day of the event (May 19th) 
Proceeds will be donated to the Animal Rescue of New Orleans

6001 Stars and Stripes Blvd. • New Orleans, LA 70126
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