
VintageVoice
January/February 2021 Volume 46 • Number 1

T h e  V i n t a g e  V o l k s w a g e n  C l u b  o f  A m e r i c a  N e w s l e t t e r  •  E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 7 6



VVWCA.com 2 January/February 2021

Vol 46 No 1
January/February 2021

Copyright 2021
VVWCA Inc.

website: www.vvwca.com
 

Membership information is available 
on our website. Please visit  
www.vvwca.com for details.

The VVWCA is a registered non-profit 
organization. All positions are volun-
teer.

The Vintage Voice is published bi-
monthly: Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/Jun, 
July/Aug, Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec.

Member’s Only Area E-Edition 
The electronic version can be found 
at www.vvwca.com
in the Members Only section.
If you haven’t already, please go to 
vvwca.com and register for your free 
membership!

Display and classified ads: For display 
advertising rates, placement informa-
tion, and for classified ads submission 
contact:  
Michael Epstein
director@vvwca.com
2907 W 72 Terrace
Prairie Village KS 66208-8559
913-831-6225
 
 

Editorial Guidelines: To help you start 
writing, please use the following word 
counts to determine the type of ar-
ticle you will submit. Letter to the edi-
tor: 500-699 words. Monthly column: 
750+ words. Pictures (2-3) may be 
included in a 700-800 word column. 
Feature story: 1000-1500 words, plus 
up to 10 digital photos. Send to:  
editor@vvwca.com

 

Important! Articles and advertise-
ments do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Vintage Volkswagen Club 
of America. All material in the Vintage 
Voice is the property of the VVWCA. 
Unauthorized use of said content may 
not be reproduced in any form without 
written consent.  
 
The Vintage Volkswagen Club of 
America does not assume responsibil-
ity for statements or claims made by 
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assumed that all content submitted 
for printing is the original work of the 
author who shall bear all responsibility 
for copyright violations.

Welcome

Welcome to the latest edition of Vintage Voice.  
 
A New Year, a new Decade. Who’s ready? The Vintage Voice is ready too!  

 
This is a milestone issue, as our Director, Mike Epstein says goodbye. We thank him for his 
years of service to the VVWCA in many capacities. The Club owes him more ‘Thank Yous’ 
than we could ever express. Just know that we know, Mike, and Thanks...for everything! 
 
Buckle up for Jake Raby’s new series “Project 1385”. He is rebuilding an untouched 1979 Type 
1 1200cc like you’ve probably not seen before, and we have all the photos to show you every 
step.  
 
We have another fun story from Lois Grace, this time about about a Bug that was calling her 
name, but did she answer the phone? Check the story for all the details! 
 
Alright 2021, let’s get after it! When’s the next show? Let’s go! 

   Are you ready? I’m ready.
   Eric Arnold,  Editor
   editor@vvwca.com

mailto: editor@vvwca.com
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Vintage Munk’s
Vintage Volkswagen
service & restoration

since 1969

We have been working on Volkswagens in Oakland
County,  Michigan since 1969 and our mission remains
the same. We treat our clients like friends and family. 
We show you what we find, encourage you to get involved,
and work with you ...both quality and budget wise.

We are now the oldest “strictly vintage” shop in Michigan. 
We offer a lifetime workmanship warranty, we are proud
of our commitment to quality, and we are die-hard 
Volkswagen lovers. 

We take the bugs out of your Beetle.

www.theweedub.com
....see more at

also...

the KitCusto
m

Greetings Phil,
Wow, these VW engines are really cool!
Keep it up.

Dave Kindig
Kindig-It Design & Bitchin' Rides, Utah, USA

THE

®

VW BEETLE ENGINE 1/4 SCALE MODEL KIT

bit
chi

n!

http://www.theweedub.com
https://volksamerica.com
https://monks.com
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Dear VVWCA Members, 

I hope you are all safe and well. When the pandemic started back in March, I decided not to advertise 
our membership on social media. I know everyone is affected differently during this time. In the past 9 
months we have had many new members join the club. Welcome! I am mentioning our memberships 
now because it is our annual renewal time for most of our Pro Members. As most organizations, 
we need dues to continue to operate and support the VW community and hobby. You can join for 
free as a basic member or join as a Pro Member to receive discounts and our printed Vintage Voice 
newsletter. You can renew your membership and or join on our website: www.vvwca.com Thank you 
all for your support! 

Here is a review of 2020, we are looking forward to events starting back in 2021!

We have over 48,000 members on our Facebook Group where members communicate with each 
other from all over the county and world. The page has over 200,000 per month. In the past 60 days 
we had over 3,000 per week and over 30,000 comments. This page stays regularly active! If you have 
not joined the group, Search: Vintage Volkswagen Club of America on Facebook. Also, like our main 
Facebook page for updates about clubs and events. We have been actively sharing all the cancelled 
and postponed events. We want everyone to know what is going on and get your calendar ready for 
2021. 

As for Chapter Clubs we closed 2020 with almost 30 Chapter Clubs across the USA. If you are a 
National member of the VVWCA or a member of one of our Chapter Clubs, make sure and join to 
receive the Vintage Voice newsletter. The major benefit for your club to join the VVWCA as a chapter 
is the liability insurance we provide for your members and events. Most venues require liability 
insurance and the cost to obtain coverage as an independent club is not cost prohibitive. You can join 
the VVWCA for a fraction of the cost and get more coverage. Plus support the national organization. 

Lastly, we cannot thank our National sponsors enough 
for supporting the organization and keeping the club and 
VVWCA hobby alive. Hagerty, Hemmings, Motorsport 
Reg., Hot VWs, VolksAmerica and all our local club and VW 
business members. Please make sure you support theses 
companies and thank them for supporting the VVWCA.

Thanks,  
Eric L. Goodman  

President, Vintage Volkswagen Club of America 
President@vvwca.com  

The Podium with President Eric Goodman

mailto: president@vvwca.com
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VOLKSWAGEN IN 1951 

MORE IMPROVEMENTS IN QUALITY

Volkswagen in the US: 328 Beetles 
and 2 Transporters, for a total of 
330 arrived in the US in this first 

full year of official Volkswagen imports. 
Hoffman Motors in New York, the only of-
ficial importer of Volkswagen into the US 
sold them either in his own showroom or 
through other dealers who asked for them. 
Many of these dealers who received Volk-
swagens from Hoffman would eventually 
became official VW dealers or even VW 
distributors, like Arthur Scanton in New 
York and Johnny von Neumann in Los An-
geles. Hoffman later claimed that he tried 
very hard to sell Volkswagens. That may 
be true but his salesmen who earned large 
commissions selling Jaguars, Ferraris and 
Porsches were not too eager pushing Bee-
tle sales. Besides these early Volkswagen 
were not looking to attractive and had an 
unsynchronized transmission. Hoffman was 
told to sell Volkswagens to the east of the 
Mississippi River. Nobody ever explained 
this restriction, Hoffman never abided by 
this rule because a fellow Viennese John 
von Neumann from Los Angeles did get his 
Volkswagen and Porsches from Hoffman. 
“Consumer Reports” had its first report on 
a Beetle in its April magazine, the first of 
many to follow. All early CR reports were 
very positive and many believe it greatly 
influenced potential buyers to give Volk-

The Historian’s Corner by Heinz Schneider

swagen a chance. 
 The numbers: Cars produced in 
1951 had chassis numbers from 1-0 220 
134 to 1-0 313 829, engines from 266 000 
to 379 470. 93,709 Type 1 were produced 
in 1951. 28,840 were standard models 
111 Beetles and 65,798 model 11A Export 
versions. That includes 3,539 model 15A 
four-seater Karmann convertibles, 467 of 
which were built for the police. One last 
of the two-seater model 14A Hebmül-
ler was also built. Type 2 Transporters 
production reached 12,003. Of the total 
of 105,712 cars built by Volkswagen in 
1951, 35,742 units were exported to 29 
countries. The lowest priced Volkswagen 
in Germany was the 111 standard model 
costing DM 4,600. At the time the official 
exchange rate of DM 4.20 to the dollar 
made this US$ 1,100. 

       Quality Improvements continued 
in 1951. Just as they had in 1950, the 
Volkswagen management continued with 
their efforts to improve quality. Many 
changes were minor but still significant. 
Many parts were now made of higher 
quality materials, while others were in 
the process of being redesigned. The 
most visible changes to the export model 
were the introduction of a bright metal 
molding around the windshield and the 
use of ventilation flaps at the front side 
panels. The front hood could now be 
opened from inside by pulling a cable 
located at the left side under the dash.
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The Historian’s Corner (continued)

       

Nordhoff and his men eliminated one by 
one the many shortcomings of the origi-
nal Volkswagen design. Not every change 
introduced worked out well and some 
improvements had to be redesigned again. 
Examples: The air intake flaps at the front 
side panels, not one of Volkswagens bet-
ter ideas. In Germany, they were called 
Rheumatismusklappen, rheumatism flaps, 
because the cold air entering would hit 
the knees of passengers and driver caus-
ing them joint pain. It appears the blast 
of cold air in English speaking countries 

hit another part of the anatomy, where I 
understand they were known as “crotch 
coolers”. By August, these flaps were “im-
proved” by covering their inlets with a 
screen to keep insects and rain from en-
tering the car. Moisture entering the flaps 
did cause a lot of corrosion. The “Resitax” 
plastic camshaft gear introduced in March 
on export models to reduce noise was 
another bad idea. They were discontinued 
a short time after. These gears lost their 
teeth too often. Optional pillow rolls avail-
able for the rear seats of the export mod-
els, long a cause of amusement and spec-
ulation about their intended use, were 
discontinued because of lack of demand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volkswagen 
Kdf-Wagen 
1934 – 1945 
By Terry Shuler 
 
The story of design 
and development of 
the world’s most 
recognizable 
automobile, 
including the 
prototypes and early 
production models is 
told with large 

historic photos and text by Terry Shuler. 
 Included are photos of prototype production and 
rigorous testing program before the war and the many 
wartime models and modifications to Hitler’s Strength 
Through Joy car. Exclusive Porsche family insider photos 
never previously published are also contained. The book 
concludes with the British Army’s restarting of the 
makeshift VW assembly line in the bombed out Wolfsburg 
factory in occupied Germany. A must for any VW 
enthusiast or automotive history buff. Almost sold out! 
 
Softbound, 150 pages, 138 photographs. $25.00 Shipping 
included worldwide. Send your check to:Terry Shuler1120 
Lloyd St., Nanty Glo, PA 15943 
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      There were many changes intro-
duced in 1951 and it is impossible to list 
them all here. These are some other of the 
most important ones:

      January: With chassis number 
1-0241 638; ventilation flaps introduced in 
the front side panels. Material for engine 
crankcase changed to a material called 
Elektron with engine # 270 484 and chas-
sis 1-02224 171. Actually, it was a magne-
sium-aluminum alloy as before but now 
had higher magnesium content.  Febru-
ary: With chassis # 1-0287 416 engines for 
standard models would now be only bench 
tested instead of checked out on short 
test drives as with Export models. March: 
1-0241 734 “Resitax” plastic camshaft gear 
introduced on Export models. April: Start-
ing with 1-0244 003 rear hydraulic shock 
absorbers introduced on export models. 
Wolfsburg Crest on hood introduced with 
chassis # 1-0243 731. Bright metal mold-
ing around windshield introduced starting 
with 1-244 668. The hood release cable 
was now inside. May: Positive cable from 
battery to starter lengthens by 100 mm 
from #1-0253 756. July: Dust cover around 
emergency brake handle installed start-
ing with 1-0272 406. August: Famous air 
flaps at front side panels now with screens 
and a lever for better operation with # 
1-0276 126. October: Receptacle for car 
jack reinforced starting with # 1-0296 592. 
November: Grease nipples at tie rods now 
at an angle for easier access from 1-0299 
992. Stronger DIN V2A steel used on valve 

The Historian’s Corner (continued)

seats starting with 1-0305 813. Starting 
with 1-0306 417 valves were installed with 
caps but discontinued after 84 such en-
gines had been built. December: Intensity 
of interior light bulbs doubled, from 0.6 to 
1.2 watts starting with 1-0308 653. 
      Colors used in 1951: Many colors 
were the same as in the previous year. Ex-
port Model: Pastelgrün L11, Schwarz L41, 
Bordeauxrot L51 and Mittelbraun L78 until 
April. Starting in April these additional col-
ors were introduced: Azurblau L36, Kasta-
nienbraun L73, Sandfarbe L90.
The Standard model colors Perlgrau L21 
and Dunkelblau L32 were continued.



VVWCA.com 9 January/February 2021

The Historian’s Corner (continued)

Important Dates in 1951: January 31, 
Ferdinand Porsche dies. In June Porsche 
enters its tenth 356 sports car built in 
Gmünd, Austria, at the Le Mans 24 hour’s 
race in France, winning its class and 20th 
overall out of 29 cars tha==-- finished. 
This was the first time Porsche’s new 
sports car gets international attention. 
The Le Mans winner was later bought by 
John von Neumann of Los Angeles and 
raced by him in California. August 31, As-
sembly of VW cars from CKD sets begins 
in South Africa in an old Studebaker plant. 
October 5, the 250,000th Volkswagen pro-
duced since end of war. It was raffled off 
by lottery amongst the employees.
 Also in 1951: Work on a diesel en-
gine for the Beetle begins. Because of 
the Korean War, fuel supply was getting 
scarce in Europe but diesel was still rela-

tively cheap and available in Germany. At 
Nordhoff’s request, Porsche converted a 
regular VW engine into a diesel engine. It 
was Porsche project #506. This engine had 
a displacement of 1290cc and produced 25 
hp at 3100 rpm. Mileage was 36-40 mpg. 
Tests continued until 1953. Porsche spent 
a lot of time to design a workable Diesel 
for the Beetle. More prototype diesels are 
listed under Porsche project # 506/2 and 
509 and one later in 1964 to be used for 
the Bus the Type2 under project #1817. In 
all cases the performance was much less 
than with the regular Beetle and the idea 
was given up. For the diesel engine, a rein-
forced regular engine case was used. These 
diesel engine experiments benefited the 
Porsche 356 model. Porsche would use the 
newly reinforced case to build their 1300 
and 1500 cc engines. The diesel engine for 

the Transporter was used to run er-
rands for the Porsche Company. 

        To a great surprise and creating many 
chuckles, was that a Beetle with a die-
sel engine was stolen and later found 
abandoned in Switzerland. The Porsche 
people speculated about what the thief 
must have thought hearing the racket 
of the diesel. They thought the thief 
might have thought that he stole a car 
with unusual loud valves or with defec-
tive cylinders. 

      Years later in 1981 Porsche appar-
ently having too much time and money, 
on the occasion of the 50 anniversary 
of the Porsche Company, equipped a 
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The Historian’s Corner (continued)

Beetle again with a diesel engine, using 
an older Beetle and old Type 1 engine. It 
is not known what happened to that car. 
The fact that acceleration from zero to 
sixty mph took sixty seconds, a perfor-
mance not acceptable anymore by the 
eighties, may be the reason we have not 
heard anything more about it.

     Shortage of materials: Because 
of the Korean War in 1951 there was 
shortage of supplies and the factory was 
forced to halt production a few times dur-
ing the year. 

      The competition: Encouraged by the 
success of Volkswagen, 24 old established 
and new German manufacturers started 

production of cars and trucks in 1951. Does 
anyone remember some of their names? 
Just in case nobody does, here are some: 
Auto Union, BMW, Borgward, Champion, 
Daimler-Benz, DKW, Opel, Ford, Goliath, 
Gutbrod, Hanomag, Krauss-Maffei, Lloyd, 
MAN, Porsche, Vidal and Volkswagen. You 
knew them all, right? When I originally 
made this list in 2005 a VV reader wrote me 
and mentioned a few more names which 
by now in 2020 I had forgotten and as well 
many of these do not exist anymore or 
were bought out.           - HS
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Director’s Chair with Mike Epstein

Happy New Year! We all hope that you and 
your loved ones had the best holiday pos-
sible. Though it may be a painful memory  

or a current hardship, we can all be thankful for 
many things, the first one I can think of is it could 
be worse! 
 Missing most of our meetings and shows 
has been tough, some of us only see these people 
at these shows once a year, with any luck, we’ll all 
be in a better place by car show season this year. 
As I write this, the vaccine for the Covid-19 virus 
is actually on jets and in carriers of all kinds with 
UPS and FedEx taking half each to distribute start-
ing today, that’s great news and maybe we can 
see the light at the end of the tunnel even though 
record outbreaks and numbers are growing.  
 Okay, let’s talk about something happy, 
Volkswagens!!!! The show season wasn’t a com-
plete bust and we even had our first ever rally this 
fall, I think the story is in this issue. Looks like it 
was a great success and I’ll bet you will see more 
of these in the future. 
 As most of you might know, this will be my 
last column, I am retiring from the club as in up-
per management, not as a member, never! You’ll 
still see my submissions from time to time I hope 
and I will continue to write them and find them. I 
spent 3 ½ years as V.P. of the Golden Gate chapter 
and I’m still a member of that chapter and have 
been since 1988. Then I moved back to Kansas 
and became state rep and still am. About ’95 
or’96, I and two other fellows took over the news-
letter. The Gang of three did the newsletter for a 
few years then it was left to me and another new 
helper. Altogether I think we did the newsletter 
for at least six years. Then I did 2 years as Presi-
dent until finding someone to take over so I could 
focus on the other club responsibilities. After that 
I was still working as the Chapter Rep coordinator 
for the club until the President at the time How-
ard Query made me V.P. I was happy to do that 
job though Howard wasn’t good at delegating 
work and so he tried to do everything. Unfortu-

nately, Howard 
passed away 
about 6 years 
ago and I be-
came President 
once again, and 
after 3-4 years 
we finally found 
Eric Goodman, 
certainly the 
man for the job. 
Along with Eric 
came a lot good 
people and some that have stepped back into the 
scene after a break.  I’m particularly happy with 
all the people that write monthly columns for us 
including, the historical and tech articles and the 
photography can’t be beat. I’m leaving this club in 
better hands than what we were in. I can’t thank 
enough the people that have stepped up and 
taken charge, I think I’m leaving at just the right 
time.
 Like I said, I’ll be around to help the tran-
sition, unlike someone else we know, I have no 
problem stepping aside and letting the next Presi-
dent take full control. Let’s please give Eric and 
everyone who work without pay for the VVWCA 
a big hand and it you feel like it, write them and 
tell them.  The last 42 almost 43 years could not 
have happened if it weren’t for our volunteers, 
all of you, from the President & Director(s) to the 
peeps that patrol our Face Book page to allow 
new members in and make sure it’s place you can 
go with your whole family.
 Thank you so much for allowing me to be 
your President, Vice-President, Director, Chapter 
Rep Coordinator, Newsletter editor, Treasurer, 
procurer of regalia, purchasing, sales and shipping 
and last but not least, contributor! I hope to see 
some of you at the shows this year. Thank you.
Mike Epstein.
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Classifieds
COST: Members receive 2 free classified ads. Limit of two 
per issue. Non-members: $10.00. Each ad will appear in two 
issues of the VintageVoice.
PHOTOGRAPHS: 1 photo per advertisement please. Photos 
cannot be returned, digital preferred.
LIMITATIONS: Ads are published on a space available basis. 
Copy submissions must be emailed. ONLY VW parts, cars, 
toys or literature will be accepted. No cars for sale newer than 
1991 can be accepted. VVWCA accepts no liability relating to 
the purchase of an item.
ADVERTISING DEADLINE: All advertisements must be 
received prior to the 1st of  Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec for 
the following newsletter. 
SUBMIT YOUR AD TO: editor@vvwca.com 
 

Cars for Sale
 
1964 VW Bug.  This De Luxe Sedan has been in the same family 
since it was purchased new in 1964. It’s a 1200, model 113.  It is 
in original stock condition, with the exception of new seat covers, 
new headliner and paint job done by a VW restoration specialist 
in 1990.  The interior was restored to the original cream/orange 
colors, and the original black exterior color remains.  It has the 
original engine and 6 volt system.  Everything works, though 
the original radio is in place it is not connected. This VW has 
been lovingly restored and cared for since 1964 and is a dream 
to drive. It has appeared in 2 magazines, and seems to catch 
everyone’s eye when it drives by. This little Bug is moving to a 
house with no garage for the first time, and so we are seeking a 
new owner who will love it, drive it, and give it shelter. Located 
in Santa Barbara, CA $27,500 - s2c5@cox.net 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Parts, etc. For Sale
VW vehicles, parts and accessories for sale. contact Johns 
Car Corner located on US Rte 5 in Westminster, VT 05158 - 
working on Volkswagens since 1966. Large selection of rare 
parts, free information and advice,  E-mail <jandi@svcable.
net> or (802) 722 - 3180 
 
Contact us for all VW needs plus info/advice (802)722-3180 
Email: jandi@svcable.net JCC Rte 5 Westminster, VT 05158 
 
 
 

Wanted
I Buy Old Porsche & VW in any condition & title status.  
356, 911, 912, 914-6 & VW bus, trucks, vanagon, bug, ghia, 
thing. 540-358-0330 - FishHeadLouie
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Scale Model Building with Mike Epstein

VOLKSWAGEN TYPE 825 “PICK-UP” 
CMK 1/35th Scale Made in Czech Republic

HISTORY: The famous designer Ferdinand 
Porsche has developed upon request of 
der Fuhrer Adolf Hitler a people’s car, the 

well known VW Beetle (Kafer). During WWII it 
was manufactured in many variants for civil, but 
mainly military purposes. Produced, were cars 
with propulsion at two as well as four wheel drive. 
 These cars were used by the Wehrmacht, 
Afrika-Korps, SS forces and police as well as other 
state authorities of the Third Reich, in addition to 
civil use.  In 1941 the first Pick Up variant, des-
ignated as Type 825 was designed. By modifica-
tion of the body type 82 and its mounting on an 
undercarriage of all-wheel drive, a double-seat 
vehicle arose, offering a large open loading area. 
Later also a variant with a casing superstructure 
designated Type 83 was manufactured. The type 
83 was used by the Reichpost and as an ambu-
lance. Both of these models were built on the 
type 82 chassis with all-wheel drive.
 For this article we will be dealing with kit 

No. T35025. This requires that you cut from the 
rear seats back along the area used for the rear 
axle and rear spring mount area taking with it the 
fenders and cutting back close to the muffler. I did 
this with a Dremel drill with cutting blade. Then 
you’ll need a model or hobby saw. These come 
with a handle and 4 or 5 blades of differing sizes 
and teeth to cut the body in half right behind the 
front door panel. Since the model comes with a cut 
out in the top for the sunroof, you’ll also need to 
cut the sunroof section to match. The sunroof sec-
tion needed extensive filing and sanding to mount 
flush with the roof of the car so you couldn’t tell it 
was a sunroof when finished. 
 The kit came with the “upgrade kit” in it 
which included all the parts needed to complete 
this modification to a “pick-up.” You’ll need your 
saw again to take the rather large piece of resin off 
the body section that mounts onto the chassis and 
closes up the body; this has your new fenders on it 
too. You’ll also need to modify the running boards 
a bit to accommodate this part. In addition you’ll 
need to cut your door panels in half to fit inside 
the new cab area. 
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Scale Model Building with Mike Epstein

 Another modification I gave this one was 
to cut the driver’s window in half to make it look 
like it had been rolled down part way. There are 
so many things you can do, just use your imagina-
tion. On this model I used a lot of brushed on col-
ors by Tamilya called “weathering master” colors. 
They came in small packs of 3 colors each with a 
brush. The kits include 1) sand, lt. sand and mud, 
2) rust, gunmetal, and silver, 3) snow, soot and 
brown rust. Once again I masked the windshield 
before I used a matte spray to seal everything - 
this gives it a look like the windshield wipers were 
working on a dirty windshield. One thing I didn’t 
mention on the other model that I did on this one 
too was to do a black wash on the wheels and 
other cracks to bring out definition. This comes 
with the “Rustall” kit or you can make it with any 
dark color by using a very wet brush and a very 
tiny bit of paint. It settles in the cracks or lines and 
works great. Don’t forget to bang it up a little by 
literally scratching the paint as well as the decals 
like it’s been hit with rocks and debris from being 
on the road. 
 To give this a more realistic feel I filled the 
bed with items from Tamiya’s kit No. 229 “Allied 
Vehicles Accessory Set.” I only used about 1/3 of 
the kits accessories so I have plenty for other proj-
ects but it really brings it alive.  
 And there you have it!    - ME



VVWCA.com 16 January/February 2021

Classic Ad

*For U.S. policies only, not available for CA, MA, or TN. Vehicle make and model names and logos are property of their respective owners and their inclusion does not imply sponsorship 
of or affiliation with Hagerty or any of its products or services.  Hagerty Insurance Agency, LLC, (HIA) determines final risk acceptance.  Purchase of insurance through HIA is not required to 
receive optional products or services through Hagerty Drivers Club, The Shop and DriveShare. Hagerty, the Steering Wheel Logo, HAGERTY FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE CARS, THE SHOP 
ASSEMBLED BY HAGERTY, and DRIVESHARE BY HAGERTY are registered or common law trademarks of The Hagerty Group, LLC ©2019.

INSURANCE. DRIVERS CLUB. CAR VALUES. ENTERTAINMENT. THE SHOP. DRIVESHARE.

Drive with us.  800-922-4050 | Local Agent | Hagerty.com

Members of the Vintage Volkswagen Club of America receive up to a 5% discount.*



VVWCA.com 17 January/February 2021

*For U.S. policies only, not available for CA, MA, or TN. Vehicle make and model names and logos are property of their respective owners and their inclusion does not imply sponsorship 
of or affiliation with Hagerty or any of its products or services.  Hagerty Insurance Agency, LLC, (HIA) determines final risk acceptance.  Purchase of insurance through HIA is not required to 
receive optional products or services through Hagerty Drivers Club, The Shop and DriveShare. Hagerty, the Steering Wheel Logo, HAGERTY FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE CARS, THE SHOP 
ASSEMBLED BY HAGERTY, and DRIVESHARE BY HAGERTY are registered or common law trademarks of The Hagerty Group, LLC ©2019.

INSURANCE. DRIVERS CLUB. CAR VALUES. ENTERTAINMENT. THE SHOP. DRIVESHARE.

Drive with us.  800-922-4050 | Local Agent | Hagerty.com

Members of the Vintage Volkswagen Club of America receive up to a 5% discount.*

https://hagerty.com


VVWCA.com 18 January/February 2021

Technically Speaking with Jake Raby

Project 1385
A new life for an old 1200cc engine

 Back in 2017 I added an odd VW 
to my VW military vehicle col-
lection, equipped with a fac-

tory 1200cc engine, this Type 1 sedan 
had quite a history of German military 
service. While my vehicles span from 
a 1944 Kubelwagen, through a 1990 
Bundeswehr Doka, most are of the 
Cold War era. The Cold War era was 
VW’s heyday for supplying the German 
Army (Bundeswehr) with vehicles for 
all sorts of applications. These spanned 
from the Type 181 in 1969, through the 
VW Type 183 Iltis in 1979. VW also provid-
ed Type 2, and Type 3 aircooled vehicles 
to the Bundeswehr to be used mostly for 
radio cars. 
 The vehicle that is being used for 
this article is a 1979 VW Type 1 sedan that 
was delivered to the Bundeswehr in March 
of 1980. Now, you’ll read what I just 
wrote, and say that is physically impossi-
ble, since the German VW factory stopped 
producing Type 1 sedans in 1977 for the 
American market, with the remaining two 
years being cabriolet models only. When 
I took delivery of this Type 1 sedan, after 
importing it from Europe, I expected to 
see that it was one of the German made 
sedans that were made for the European 
market (in limited numbers) until 1985. 
During these periods the vehicles made 

for military service were slightly different 
than their civilian counterparts, hence the 
extra low compression ratio 1200cc engine 
being fitted to this beetle. While the US 
market was receiving 1600cc beetles, the 
Euro spec cars were 1200, and 1300cc in 
most cases.
 Now it gets interesting… When the 
car arrived, the identification plate was 
blank where it normally says “Volkswa-
genwerk AG Made in Germany” or in the 
case of Mexican made vehicles “Made in 
Mexico”. With the front turn signals locat-
ed in the front bumper, rather than on top 
of the front fenders, I figured the car was 
built in Mexico (which I later confirmed) 
but the identification plate was blank. It 
only had the VIN, and was clearly origi-
nal to the vehicle My only thought was 
the “powers that be” didn’t want troops, 

The 1979 Type 1 sedan that will be the host for our 1385cc  
engine that is the basis of this series of articles.
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(or others) being able to confirm that a 
German military vehicle wasn’t built in 
Germany, and was in fact built in Mexico. 
That certainly couldn’t end well.

 The car had Mexican made glass, 
and all the other traits of the classic 
Mexican built Type 1s that I’ve seen over 
the years. As I disassembled the virgin 
engine, everything internally was classic 
Mexican made VW parts, right down to 
the AS41 dual relief crankcase machined 
for 77mm cylinders. It was clear when I 
removed the engine, that it had never 
been extracted from the car before. Ev-
erything was right where the factory put 
it, and the factory clutch, pressure plate, 

and even clamps, and fas-
teners were where they had 
been since 1979. This was 
not surprising, since the car 
only had 18,000 kilometers 
(11,000 miles) logged since 
new. My guess is the vehicle 
was attached to a HQ unit 
and rarely ever left the base 
where it was stationed. The 
original clutch was like new, 
and the machining marks on 
the pressure plate were still 
visible.
 So, you are probably 
asking with an engine only 

having 11,000 miles since 
new, why would I extract it, 
and subsequently “rebuild” 
it. Well, I fought tuning is-

sues with the car from the time it arrived 
off the ship. After attacking the classic 
fuel delivery, and ignition sources of most 
problems, I finally decided to strap the car 
onto my chassis dyno, where it made a 
peak of 21HP at the rear wheels, and I was 
able to gather data that proved the engine 
was mechanically tired. The engine ran 
fine, but ran rich no matter what, and it 
was totally unresponsive to timing, and jet-
ting changes. On top of this it was incred-
ibly slow, and my 25HP Kubelwagen would 
easily outperform it in the acceleration 
department. On the chassis dyno changes 
from rich to lean hardly made impact, and 
the same could be said for advancing or 

Technically Speaking with Jake Raby

The project beetle suspended, and ready for engine extraction to occur. 
Note the mix of “newer and older” components within the engine bay, 
all of which were utilized due to the time the car was built, and the 
military service it was developed for. Yes, the car retains the swingaxle 
transaxle, which is clearly evident in this photo.
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retarding ignition timing over a wide spec-
trum. Over the years, when an engine was 
unresponsive, it taught me that it lacked 
compression, which is the lifeblood of 
combustion. 
 Early on in my processes of tuning 
the engine, I had performed both a static 
compression test, as well as a cylinder 
leak down test. The engine passed both of 
these with flying colors, so I determined 
that I needed to perform a running com-
pression test and watch the behavior of 
the compression test gauge needle, rather 
than the value that it indicated. This is 
something I have learned while develop-
ing “fixes” for factory engines that suffer 
factory flaws with their cylinders. I per-
formed this test both hot, and cold, and 
I found the issue very quickly. I used my 
cylinder inspection borescope (normally 
used to determine that modern Porsche 
engines have an in-process cylinder failure 
occurring) and sure enough, I found that 
the cylinders had signs of rust. Voila! It 
was then clear that the car had seen a lot 
of storage time without running, and the 
cylinders rusted as a result. Upon restor-
ing function to the engine after storage, 
the piston rings traveled over the irregular 
surface of rusted material, and were im-
mediately damaged forever. Due to this, 
the surface roughness of the cylinder 
hampered ring seal, and, the odd thing 
about this, is the engine didn’t smoke, or 
consume oil, so it threw my diagnostic 
senses off a bit. When the engine was dis-
assembled I found that only the top piston 

rings showed major signs of wear, while 
the 2nd rings, and oil control rings didn’t 
look that bad. Since the 2nd compression 
ring is responsible for 80% of oil control, 
the odd behavior made sense.
 

The Project:
 Since I love to modify everything, I 
had to seriously fight the urges of install-
ing one of my 2.3L or larger “Daily Driver” 
engines into the car, and just slapping this 
original 1200cc beetle engine on the shelf 
for later. I held back the urge, and decided 
to create a bit of an unassuming per-
former from the original 1200cc engine. I 
wanted the odd vehicle to retain the origi-
nal 1200cc engine, so I decided to go back 
in my history books about 20 years, when 
I designed a 1385cc engine for a 1964 
Karmann Ghia, bumping displacement to 
1385cc with the use of 83mm cylinders, 
and pistons. The end result for that en-
gine was an all-stock appearance, making 
67 HP at the flywheel on my engine dyno, 
here at Aircooled Technology. The engine 
had just the right amount of compression 
ratio, camshaft, and cylinder head work 
so it could retain the stock carburetor, and 
exhaust while adding a ton more usable 
power all through the RPM range.
 I decided to make a modern day ver-
sion of this engine using a lot of the things 
that I apply to my much bigger, and more 
powerful street engines today. Things like 
performance coatings (applied profession-
ally by Calico Coatings) to reduce friction, 



VVWCA.com 21 January/February 2021

Technically Speaking with Jake Raby
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and temperature, as well as provide bet-
ter lubrication. I also use the Calico coat-
ings to enhance the thermal conductivity 
of the crankcase, cylinders, and cylinders 
heads. A mix of thermal barrier coatings, 
and heat dispersant coatings will be some 
of the keys to performance that I will be 
illustrating in this next series of articles. 
Readers will be able read about here in 
Vintage Voice, as well as on the VVWCA 
website, and Facebook pages. Due to 
space in this publication, I will use the 
digital mediums to share more detailed 
photos and specifications as I progress 
with the engine project. If you are inter-
ested in what I am creating, I invite you to 
join me online.

The Engine:
 Since the 1200cc (40HP) engine isn’t 
supported very well by the aftermarket 
when it comes to components, it makes 
a perfect specimen for my work. While 
planning or this project to begin, I spent 
months scouting eBay, Thesamba.com, 
and Facebook groups for NOS (New Old 
Stock) 1200cc components for the build. 
I was able to find everything I needed to 
build the entire engine from NOS com-
ponents with the exception of the lifters, 
camshaft, and gear. This was due to a cus-
tom cam grind that I wanted to utilize, that 
could not be ground onto a factory cam-
shaft blank.
 I was able to source all NOS en-
gine bearings, then have them coated by 
Calico Coatings. The same went for a set 
of 311A “Rimco Super Rods” that were a 
product of Riddle Machine Company, and 
came packed in newspapers dated 1988. 
The hardest thing to find was an NOS set 
of 83mm cylinders, and pistons to fit the 
factory 1200cc 64mm stroke. My last re-
sort to find these was posting a wanted ad 
on the VVWCA Facebook page looking for 
them. Within minutes I received a mes-
sage from someone who had the very set I 
wanted. NOS 83mm cylinders and pistons 
made by NPR in the 1980s! This completed 
my 3 month search for components, where 
I vowed not to settle for modern replace-
ment components for the build. I then 
prepared all components by dynamically 
balancing them, and even acid prepped 
all the original hardware for cad plating. 

http://www.theweedub.com
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I was bound and determined to restore 
this engine with a mix of the NOS parts, 
original parts from the engine, and mod-
ern processes. That included reusing every 
original fastener after restoring, and pro-
tecting them with the plating process. All 
the original engine ancillary pieces were 
stripped and would be powder coated to 
their original sheen.

The Goal:
 This beetle will not be a crazy per-
former once it is finished. It will retain the 
original look that it had for the term of 
service that it had with the Bundeswehr, 
and it will make enough power to run at 
semi-modern speeds, which achieving 
solid fuel economy, and great drivability. 
 Most everything that’s being done 
to the engine that will separate it from 
being 100% factory in appearance will be 
covered by engine tin with the exception 
of the crankcase. The crankcase has a nice 
low-gloss black thermal dispersant coat-
ing that everyone will confuse with paint. 
When they ask me why I committed a car-
dinal sin for a VW, and “painted the case” I 
will respond with “I didn’t paint the case”.
 In summary, the overall goal is to re-
tain the original engine, retain the original 
look, and utilize NOS and restored compo-
nents to create a 1385cc engine capable 
of exceeding the output of a stock 1600cc 
Type 1 engine while enhancing fuel econ-
omy, and longevity. Moreover, I want to 
have fun with the project, since it’s been 
over a decade since I built a 40HP based 

Type 1 engine. Stick around, and I’ll show 
you how I’ll accomplish it all. Yes, it would 
have been a lot easier, and faster to do this 
with other engines, and parts. I’m quite cer-
tain that wouldn’t be as satisfying for me in 
the end, though.

We’ll begin by removing the engine from 
the vehicle, and disassembling it.

 
Jake Raby

Chief Technical Director VVWCA
Owner/Founder: 

Raby’s Aircooled Technology  
www.aircooledtechnology.com

The first step before removing the engine was draining 
the oil. Note the red marked service location or “servic-
estandort” as marked by the Bundeswehr for indicating 
a point where oil is drained, added to, or checked. This 
is a standard across all Bundeswehr vehicles of the era, 
not just VWs

http://aircooledtechnology.com
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Vintage Munk’s
Taking the bugs

out of your Beetle
since 1969

With the engine removed from the beetle for the first 
time since 1979, we can now begin the disassembly 
process while documenting all the particulars to be 
retained when it goes back together.

In this photo you’ll note the red marked oil cap, and 
dipstick, indicating more “service locations”. Also 
note the target affixed to the crankshaft pulley, used 
for ignition timing

Note the originality in these photos. It has been many 
years since I have seen a VW that retained all these 
small items that almost always are removed, and 
thrown away.

https://munks.com
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Removing the ancillaries wasn’t very dramatic. I was able to use 
a liberal amount of penetrating oil, and heat to ensure that none 
of the original hardware was broken/ stripped during the process. 
With the tinware removed, we can now disassemble the heart of 
the engine.

An original thermo-
stat that is still good, 
and will be reused 
after being tested.

Here we see the origi-
nal clutch and pressure 
plate, both stamped 
with VW insignias.Inter-
stingly the Mexican build 
engine wasn’t fitted 
with a spring dampened 
clutch disc. The clutch 
disc will be relined, and the pressure plate will be dynamically balanced 
to the rest of the engine’s dynamic components.
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With the ancillaries and a few pieces removed, 
the Mexican origin of the engine is apparent, 
embossed onside the valve cover of the cylin-
der head, as well as on the crankcase.

Here we can see the rusty cylinders that were responsible 
for the poor piston ring seal, and subsequent impossibility to 
tune the engine.

With the crankcase halves split we find a lot 
more in the way of rusty components, in-
cluding the crankshaft, and connecting rods.
Mechanical wear on all components was not 
an issue, however the engine clearly sat in a 
humidity- rich environment without being ran 
for many years. The car had previously been 
part of a Museum display, which may describe 
this scenario.
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The camshaft and lifters are generally a source for 
heavier wear, but this engine was exceptionally well 
maintained while in service. Those that are familiar 
with the 1200cc engines for the American market 
will see that this case is fitted with case stud O-rings, 
something not found in the early US spec VWs.

With the engine 100% disassembled, it was time for the 
first round of ultrasonic cleaning, so the components 
can be measured for wear.

First round of cleaning, and preparation of the hardware for the cad plating processes. After ultrasonic 
cleaning, and degreasing several steps of acid bathing are required to properly prep the components that 
will be plated. Not all components pictured will be cad plated, but as you can see the old hardware is made 
to look new again.



VVWCA.com 27 January/February 2021

Technically Speaking with Jake Raby

Print + Digital 
Subscription Together

Only $41.97 
for 12 Months

(Print only or Digital only Subscription:  $34.97 for 12 months)

www.hotvws.com
International subscriptions please call  1-818-487-4564

Now, Digital Subscription Available via iOS and Android Device! 
SUBSCRIBE!

In these photos you can get an idea of what’s to come with this series of articles. With the disassembly, and 
initial cleaning now behind us, the next article will focus on precision measurement for wear, machining, bal-
ancing, and preparation for engine assembly. Throughout 2021 we’ll share the step by step build up of “Project 
1385” here in Vintage Voice, as well as on the VVWCA Website, and Facebook pages. Stay tuned!

https://hotvws.com
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Amazing Accessories by Steve Herron

This issue our column covers radios of the oval/
big window era. Many companies made radios, 
but let’s get serious, and only concern ourselves 

with German radios.
 The factory radio was Blaupunkt (this was of 
1956-7). Top of the line was the “Koln” (or “Koeln” as 
per Bosch catalog) (photo 1). It featured 3 bands, AM, 
FM and shortwave. It featured fully automatic station 
finding. By pushing in the right hand knob, a motor 
inside was activated and it tuned the radio, stopping 
at the next available station. An over-ride switch 
(inner right hand knob) could be selected so you 
could go across the entire dial to get to your 
favorite station). The next Blaupunkt down was 
the “Frankfurt” which featured standard push-
button tuning. I again had AM, FM and short-
wave (Photo 2). One should monitor European 
FM bands- only go as high as 104 (actual number 
on dial 100), whereas American versions go as 
high as 108 (actual number shown). So if your 
car was delivered in Europe, it should only go to 
104 on the FM band. Also, some American radios 
had “AM”, “FM,” and “L” on the knob pushbutton 
faces vs. their European counterparts “M”, “U” 
and “L”.
 Other Blaupunkt models were “Bremen”, 
(Photo 3), AM and long wave (no pushbuttons), 
“Hamburg Deluxe” (Photo 4). Same as Bremen 
but with pushbuttons. “Hannovon 1” (no photo) 
AM & shortwave, with pushbuttons. “Stuttgart” 
(Photo 5) AM shortwave and long wave with 
pushbuttons.
Another German brand was Becker. Top of the 
line was the “Mexico” (Photo 6). It featured AM 
and FM and also had automatic tuning (Auto-
seek) actuated by the bar that had “BeckerMexi-
co” on it above the number dial.
 Next in the Becker line was the “Europea 
M.U.” which was an AM FM with pushbutton 
(Photo 7). Other Becker models were the “Eu-
ropa Muk” which was the same as above, but 
with shortwave, “Europa M”, which was AM with 
pushbutton and Monte Carlo, AM with no push-
button. Becker also offered an optional short-
wave converter (bottom of Photo 7). This was 
because none of their radios had shortwave.
 Next in line as far as brands was Philips 

which manufactured the “Philips View Autosuper” 
(Photo 8) which was AM, FM longwave. I don’t have 
any data on other Philips radios but I would assume 
they also offered lesser models as per Blaupunkt or 
Becker.
 Photo 9 shows a section of a 1955 Bosch (Blau-
punkt is a subsidiary of Bosch) installation hint catalog. 
It also shows various suppression components you may 
need to keep your vintage tunes coming in clear.
Happy Listening — Steve
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Tale of The Sad ‘67 by Lois Grace

OH NO. I’ve got it 
again. Sure, I’ve 
been sick before 

with this, but I’ve always 
recovered in fine form. This 
time, though, it feels differ-
ent. It feels as if it’s out of 
control. I’ve got THE BUG. 
Again. 

When I restored Vernon, I 
figured I’d be happy with 
just finishing him. All I want-
ed was to see him whole 
again, resurrected to his 
original condition. OK, if he 
came out a bit better than 
original, so what, I wouldn’t 
complain. I got all that, and 
more. Winning trophies 
didn’t hurt either. I never entertained the idea 
of giving Vernon a sibling, not at that point. One 
vintage VW was enough for me. Then, a couple 
years after Vern was completed, I was still feel-
ing pretty happy about all this. Until a trip to the 
mall. There, sitting in the parking lot while I waited 
for Rob to join me, I looked across the street and 
saw…IT. It was a VW convertible, it was old, and it 
was for sale. Now, bearing in mind that I had NO 
intentions whatsoever of owning another car, I 
just went over to “look” at it. It looked fine from a 
distance, but upon closer inspection it was obvi-
ous it needed someone to care about it. Still, I had 
no desire at all to restore yet another vintage VW, 
and even more importantly, I had no MONEY to 
restore another vintage VW. Vernon had eaten up 
all my savings and I was still recovering. Still, this 
particular convertible called to me so I looked it 
over. The more I looked, the more this car fixed me 
with as pathetic a stare as it could muster. I called 
about it that night and drove it a couple days later, 
still never thinking I would actually buy the thing. 
It called to me to take it home, begged me to care 
about it, and like a fool, I listened. Within a week, 

it came home with me and became Oscar. Now, a 
couple years after this momentous occasion, I fear it 
is about to happen yet again. 

As these things usually happen, I was driving along, 
minding my own business and there IT was. This 
time, it was a ‘67 Beetle, sitting in someone’s drive-
way. I’d seen this car before - I’d been keeping an 
eye on it for a few years. It had sat covered up, in 
front of this particular garage, for years. As a mat-
ter of fact, it had been there so long that the canvas 
tarp covering it had rotted completely off of it the 
last time I’d seen it. Now, as I drove by, it was not 
in its usual spot but had been dragged (kicking and 
screaming by the looks of things) to the curb. On the 
front was a large white sign: FOR SALE - MAKE OF-
FER. Famous last words, right? Now, keeping in mind 
here that I do not WANT another car or another 
project right now, and knowing that my poor hubby 
would probably toss me out in the street if I showed 
even the slightest interest in this Bug, I did what 
any calm, responsible person would do: I made an 
immediate U-turn to go back and look at it. When 
I bought Oscar, I told Rob that it had followed me 
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home - I doubted this explanation was going to work 
twice. Going back, the poor Bug did not look any bet-
ter close up than it had from across the street. It was 
obvious that this Beetle would need some tender 
loving care. 

It had been some sort of dark color, most likely blue, 
and looked as if it were now painted over with dark 
blue. The body itself was no great beauty, but nei-
ther did it seem rusted or abused. It looked remark-
ably whole, and mostly straight. The few small dents 
I saw here and there would be easily fixable. The 
bumpers were horrid. They looked as if they’d been 
taken off the car, set out to rust, then wrapped neat-
ly around a small tree and reinstalled on the car. I 
couldn’t imagine how they’d gotten into this terrible 
condition, still attached! The nose was straight and 
undamaged, and the car looked as if it were all there. 
Upon further inspection, I could find only one thing 
missing and that was one headlight rim. Other than 
that, all the important stuff was there: inside trim, 
‘67-only backup lights, running boards, door handles, 
deck lid, it was all there. 

Looking inside, it had no interior to speak of, unless 
you want to count one back seat rest and numerous 
assorted unidentifiable front seat components, all 
laying in a jumble on the floor behind what would 
have been the front seats, if it had had any. I peered 
further inside, and noted the glove box door in fine 
shape, along with a stock-looking radio and the 
chrome dash trim. The speedo said three-thousand-
and-something, and given the looks of this poor 
beast, I was not inclined to mistake those miles for 
original. It had no windshield, just an empty hole in 
front. The engine was in it, but I didn’t look under 
the deck lid - sticking out in back were a couple of 
very sad-looking, rusty pea shooters that had bent 
themselves into a pitiful downwards droop.  A couple 
of almost-flat tires completed this appealing picture. 
The door handle was begging me to give it a pull, so 
I could really look further inside, but I didn’t dare. 
To TOUCH this creature would be to create the bond 
necessary for adoption. I wasn’t sure I was ready for 

that commitment yet, or how Rob might react to 
the news that I’d take yet another one “under my 
wing”.

The best thing about this car was the fact that 
it seemed to be all there (have I said that a few 
times yet?). Anyone contemplating a purchase 
of a ‘67 Bug knows that if they do, they’d bet-
ter make sure the car is complete. Finding parts 
for a ‘67 can be difficult, since many items are 
one-year-only and unique to a ‘67. Things like 
the door handles, mirrors, and back up lights are 
such items. These are also things that were easily 
removed and replaced with others, if they broke. 
If you just want to drive the car, it’s no big deal if 
it has ‘65 fenders, but if you plan a restoration of 
a ‘67, it’s best to assure that as much of the car is 
as original as possible. This poor Bug was so sadly 
neglected that it looked as if it were a car that 
someone would have bolted just about anything 
onto, just to keep it functioning. And, when that 
eventually failed, they just parked it and left it. 
The nice thing about it seemed to be that since 
it probably hadn’t been a functioning vehicle for 
quite some time, no one had bothered to screw 
it up further. So, neglect can be a good thing in 
some cases.

Now, you might ask, WHAT ON EARTH COULD SHE 
BE THINKING?? And, I have the answer for you: I 
wasn’t thinking. I was reacting. All I could see was 
that this Bug needed a new home. I was going by 
gut instinct, a very dangerous thing with me. My 
gut never lies. I’ve learned to trust it and it has led 
me down many a merry, cost-intensive lane. It led 
me first down the No Return Road of Transporter 
Restoration, and the last time my gut kicked up I 
ended up with a nifty little ‘58 Cabriolet. So, this 
time it happened at a very vulnerable time in my 
life: I am without a project. For the first time in 10 
years, I’ve got nothing to restore or take apart (un-
less you want to count that spare 36hp engine in 
the garage I keep intending to rebuild). I am adrift, 
awash in seas of show-car glaze, Windex, and tire 
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shine. Instead of being immersed up to my elbows 
in paint stripper and sandpaper, I’m fiddling with 
clean white terry towels and other assorted trin-
kets designed to keep two very pampered show 
cars looking good. I didn’t even KNOW I longed for 
Rust Mort and primer again! Just when the pride 
and joy of your life is done, finished, along comes 
another project that needs you. That project is 
completed, and the natural progression is to find 
another. My “babies” get finished and I’m left with 
the old no-more-rust-to-weep-over syndrome. 
This is not a place that many others would envy, 
I’m sure, but for some reason I thrive on this. But 
really, this time, I didn’t WANT another Bug, what I 
really lust after is a ‘63 23-window Deluxe (among 
other things). And, until I find that Bus, I’ve prom-
ised myself (and my long-suffering husband) that 
I won’t buy any more cars. I’ll have to just say 
NO! No more Volkswagens! No more Saabs! No 
Citroens, no Nash Metropolitans, no nothing’! 
And, I managed to get a grip on myself somehow 
that day and told this ‘67 Bug NO. I felt terrible do-
ing it, the poor thing looked so dejected, but I had 
to. Common sense won out and I lived through 
it. Sure, I still have the urge to drive by and see 
if it’s still there (it was). I find myself wondering 
who will end up with this little gem-in-the-rough, 
and what they will do with it. Will they appreciate 
it? Will they part it out? Will they restore it and 
drive it? SIGH. I avoided driving down this street 
for a long while after this. The way I figure it is the 
more I hung around this grungy little guy, the more 
likely it was that it would end up in my driveway. 
I’ve often cherished thoughts of my Dream Garage 
containing (among other things) a Navy blue ‘67 
Bug, with white interior. I just hadn’t thought I’d 
find it so soon after “growing” my last project to 
completion. Yet there it was, mine for the asking. 
Well, I’d had my heart set on a sunroof anyway, so 
I guess it’s all for the best. Unless, of course, we 
could MAKE this one into a sunroof. HMMMM, I 
wonder...            - LG






